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CHAP. I. 

live there men who slight immortal Fame f 
Who, theoy with incense, shall adore our name f 
Buty mortals, know 'tis still our greatest pride. 
To blaze those \^rtues which the good would hide. 
Kise ! mnses, rise ! add all your tuneful br^th. 
These roust not sleep in darkness and in death^ 
She said i in air the trembling music floats. 
And on the winds triumphant swell the no^ ; 
So soft, though high, so ioud, and yet so clear. 
Even listening angels lean from heaven to hear : 
To fiirthest shores, th' ambrosial spirit flies. 
Sweet to the world, and grateful to the skies. 

Temple of Fame. 

JfjLMtDST the solemn grandeur of the 

Appenines; ih the year 1689, stood an 

ancient gothic castle, defended by strong 
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1)att1emieTit€i^ and surrounded with an al- 
most impassable fosse; accessible only. 
%y the narrow pass afforded by a massy 
drawbridge, which, flanked by two tur- 
rets, guardi^ng a portcullis formed a 
protection in those times of warfare with 
the neighbouring states, absolutely ne- 
cessary for. the safety of its inhabitants. 
Here resplendent magdiScenqe main- 
tained h^r seat, and proudly bade defi- 
ance to the invading marauders, who ^ 
this period sought to destroy, and to lay 
waste Ita1ia'«{ertile plains, and for ever 
extinguish its pristineglory. This titoble 
edifice being thu« secured from the at- 
tack oA savage banditti, or attempt of 
the unjust invader of a people's rights, 
here Peace, with all her attendant train 
of smiling loves, almost from time im- 
memorial, had been accustomed to reign 
without alloy:; and here, in some parts, 

4}ncultivated nature, variegated with 

• - . 

agreeable wUdnjess,«urrounded the scene; 
whilst, in ^thers^ all tb^ el^egancies of 

humaa 



^uman art were called iii aid^ to diyersify 
•and to improve its bright ongmal. The 
long-extended avenues^ which contained 
the beauteous dm^ the sycamore^ and 
oriental plane, although they presented 
a gloomy appearance^ were of utility, 
^ their beneficial effects served to shade 
the cattle from the noonday heat^ and 
to greatly heighten its solemnity. Here 
Pomon^i likewise, shed her richest stares, 
'whilst heaven^taught songsters breathed 
forth n^elodioiis strains of joy to their 
celestial visitor, for diffusing plenty 
through the land. Through every lawn, 
beside every grove and enamelled plain, 
flowed crystal rivulets, embanked with 
odoriferous shrubs and flowers, to enrich 
the- scene, and to adorn it with inex- 
pressible variety. But the chiefest beau- 
ty of this Arcadian landscape, from which 
Science boasts its Origin, and decoration 
its splendour, was a temple erected to 
the south of the castle, which had, in 
ancient times, been dedicated to Miner- 
. b3 \a^ 






^a. This superb pile of building >o«e 
majestically to the sight, and displayed, 
amidst this sylvan scene, one of the most 
valued relics of Roman sculpture. Lofty 
pillars of the Corinthian order supported 
the fabric, which consisted of varied 
sorts of marble, the most beautiful in 
form and colour. The windows were of 
painted glass, representing the different 
parts of heathen mythology. A noble 
terrace surrounded the dome of the tem- 
ple, which, gradually rising into a cone, 
formed a cupola ; it was encircled with 
gold latticing, and embellished with all ' 
the insignia sacred to the goddess to 
whom the edifice was dedicated. 

This domain was the hereditary pos- 
session of count Anselmo, the last sur- 
vivingfcranch of an illustrious family; 
not dignified by birth alone, but from 
the innumerable acts of heroism, which 
bad been most conspicuously displayed 
by his ancestors. The dying words of 
the father to the son were — ^' Seek not 

for 



for happiness but at the shrine of glory f 
be the champion of your country's ho- 
notir ! live not for yourself, but for 
others I then, when the awful period^ 
in which you now behold your parent, 
must to yourself arrive, a refulgent 
light will beam across your soul, scenes 
oE substantial felicity be presented to 
your view, and your last expiring sigh 
>vill be wafted to heaven, the messenger 
to prepare you for never-failing bliss/* 

This pious and affecting exhortation 
sunk deep into the heart of the young 
Anselrao, who could only reply (inter- 
rupted by mental agony, whilst pressing 
the almost-lifeless hand of his fAther to 
his bosom) — '^ I will never be the cause^ 
of an inglorious stain on our faiiiilyy on 
the revered name of Anselmo \% 

m 

For eighteen months after the me* 
bncholy event took place, the count 
avoided all society ; sequestered in his 
paternal mansion, he entirely devoted 
himself to study, which, although for 

jb3 the 
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the present irksome to his ambitious and 
e/nterprising spirit, prepared him the 
better for those active scenes in which 
afterwards he was engaged. He posr 
sessed a form at once elegant and ma- 
jestic; commanding the instantaneous 
respect of every one ; yet not without 
being. joined to some degree of fear, 
afrising from the grave and penetrating 
cast of his countenance, the expression 
of which was the herald that announced, 
Without the aid of speech, what passed 
within his soul. The pursuits usually 
followed with avidity by young men of 
his age, and particularly in that adoration 
to the fair §ex which in southern climates 
is so distinguishable, was always con- 
demned in the strongest terms by An- 
selmo, as a life of inglorious ease. 
When rallied by his friends on the sub- 
ject, he would reply with firmness, that 
— " The post of honour should never be 
deserted for a woman/' His mother 
died the hour she gav^ him birth* An- 
gelina 
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ftfrtia was therefore nurtured from ih-^ 
fancy under the sole direcHdn of his* 
fether, and brought up in the art of 
war and" study of eloquence. Demos- 
IheneB being his model; thereby en* 
ambling him to shine with ei|ual praise inr 
the senate and in the field* On his arrio 
Tal at manhood^ several matrimonial al^ 
Sancesj highfy advantageous; were of^ 
ibred for his acceptance^ yet were thejc 
^variably rejected by Anselmo. 

In the autumn of the year IttdO; . tfier 
count took his departure from the castle 
#f Valleroy, and proceeded to the splelh* 
did court of Savoy, by invitation of its- 
iJIustrious duK^, id whose service he was* 
ffe^rt erigagedi , ^ 

As nothing material' occurred to^ arrest 
attention,, we sihall now pasft over several 
yettrt of his r^idelice ih that cduntry^ 
during which period the i^utit rose, witb 
the greatest rapidity, to the most dii« 
liiigtiisbed officei^ in the state^ blessed 

e4 with 



« ANSELMOt 

with fortune, fame, and iiidced with ifte 
height of human grandeur. 

>One morning, on his return hom^ 
from the duke's levee, he was apprized 
by his servant that a lady, apparently in 
great affliction, solicited an interview 
with him, having in her possession a let- 
ter which must be personally delivered. 

Anselmo,| whose thoughts were then 
agitated witn state afiairs, replied, " That 
he could admit no strangers," but di- 
rected his secretary, signior Lusignan, to 
attend on the lady. The servant depart- 
ed, and shortly after returned with a 
card, announcing the name of the sup- 
plicant as madame de Montauban. 

The count hesitated, yet after some 
xninutes of deliberatibn, again exckimed 
f^ I cannot see her !" when instantly the 
door of the chamber opened, and signior 
Xusignan appeared leading in the stran- 
ger. 

Anselmo started, but oil recovering: 

himself* 



^imselC offered ber a chair^ and fequested 
she would be seated. 

Madanie was at that period in her 
thirtieth year, and although in deep 
sorrow, she possessed one of the finest 
countenances in nature ; her interesting 
form commanded immediate admiration; 
and the intelligence of her look andr 
manner, respect and love, from all be- 
holders. 

Anselmo, notwithstanding his boasted 
indifference to the sex in general, could 
not view unmoved such a combination 
of charms as were now presented to 
his sight. The count had often heard 
mention of the beauty of Almeria de 
Montauban, but he now observed' that 
it was far above all representation. Her 
husband, general de Montauban, had 
been banished^ by order of the duke of 
Savoy,^ to the island of Sardinia, and 
imprisoned for more than five years, at 
the instigation of some secret enemy> 
Yiho had represented him as hostile to 

B 5 the 
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file existing government; and likewise 
for being the author of a libel, several 
copies of which had been found in his 
possession. 

Montauban, therefore, in the dead of 
night, was torn from' the embraces of 
his family, and conveyed under a 
strong guard to Sardinia, without even 
being permitted to impart one word of 
comfort to his. almost distracted wife, 
whose frantic cries would have pierced 
the most obdurate heart. 

Time, however, the great soother and 
only remedy for mental anguish, so far 
recovered the health of the amiatle Al- 
meria, as to allow her, after a period of 
some months, to consign her son Albert, 
a lovely boy then about twelve yeai's of ' 
age, to the care of her brother, signior 
Orvilld, she having obtained permission 
of the government to console and com- 
fort poor Montauban in his captivity. 

At length, by the active vigilance of 
the friends of the general^ they thought 

they 



ffiey Kad discovered the real wtOer bf 
the HbeL Montauban^ therefore^ had 
now sent his wife to Turin, in order ta» 
strengthen the claims which had already 
been made in favour of him; and to pre* 
.sient a petition to the duke of Savoy,, 
for the purpose of soliciting a publio 
trials that the general might be enabled' 
to clear his character from the false and* 
villanous aspersions which had been pasa-r 
ed on it. 

Almeria^ on her arrival at Turin, was^ 
advised^ in the first instance, to make a« 
personal application to the count An« 
selmo, who, at that period, was high iii« 
ftvour with the court party, to sue for 
his intercession wkh the duke, on behalf' 
of her husband. For this "purpose waa^ 
the wife of Montauban now exerting alll 
her powers of rhetoric with? Anselmo,^ 
aftd w6ll was she endowed by nature 'for- 
fhe arduous task. A juster idea cannot 
te afforded to the rftind of the reader of 
ih6 sutttiS tltat migfrtbe expected to^ 

Md follQVl' 
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follow her solicitation, than to quote 
the language of the immortal bard^ that 

■» 

" In her youth 
There is a pnone and speechless dialect. 
Such as moves men ; besides, she hath a prosperous art^ 
When she would play with reason and discourse ; 
Aivi well she can persuade." 

Nor was it then lost on the grave and 
senatorial Anselmo, who at length pro- 
mised to become the friend, the advo- 
cate of Montauban, whose address to the 
duke was, at the particular request of 
the count, read aloud by the weeping 
Almeria, to the following effect :-— 



*' MOST HIGH AND ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCE, 

*' Your faithful and devoted 
servant, Leontine de Montauban, a woe- 
ful prisoner in the island of Sardinia^ 
with the utmost submission and reverence 
to your royal highncss's decrees^ what* 

ever 



AKSELMO* IS 

ever they may be, yet fully relying on 
the known love of justice which has so 
conspicuously marked your august reign, 
1 do humbly pray for your highness's 
clemency. That I am innocent of the 
heavy charge alledged against me, God 
is my witness, by whose omnipotence 
alone, I hope I have been enabled to dis* 
cover one- of the many who no doubt 
conspired to injure me in my royal mas- 
ter's opinion. The prayer of my pe- 
tition is, therefore, to be allowed a public 
trial, by which I may be enabled to clear 
my own character, to bring to light* my 
unjust accusers, and to prove to the 
'world, that however iniquity may flou- 
rish for a while, yet certain dishonour 
ivill in the end pursue those who subsist 
by cruelly inflicting misery on others. 
I humbly beg leave to sign myself 

Your royal highness's 
Most faithful and loyal subject, 

Leontine D£ Montauban, 

IDone at my prison, 
F«bfuary 28; 1701.'' 



1^5 AhfS^LiSia^. 

Having read ?t, she closcfd' the fiaperr 
dtid presented it toArtselmo; and with; 
flill confidence in his endeavoufs being 
drowned with ultimate success, she de- 
parted, expressing at the same time her 
warmest thanks, and in assuring the 
count of the gratitude Montaubanwoulii 
ever feel for his benevolence. 

The interview Airselmo had jiist had* 
\9\i\i Almeria was of that^ kind the most> 
oapable of afffectihg the human heart*. 
A young and amiable woman, pleading 
the cause of a husband, on whose hap«^ 
piness or misery, through life, d^pen^ed'^ 
ifhat of hers, is certainly accompanied': 
with an almost irresistible claim to our 
a(ttention and generosity. 

Several weeks, however, were passed^ 
By madame de Montauban vsi anxious 
suspense, respecting- the success or fail* 
ure of her application. ' Hope, fear, and. 
doubt, had alternately taken possession* 
of her mind ; but at the end of a month: 
^11 anxiety was terminated ; for on berr 

second. 



second interview vrith count Anselmo^. 
i^ho had obligingly waited on the fair 
8^upplicanf, to announce the reply of his. 
Sovereign relative to the petition of her 
husband, he imparted to her the pleasing' 
infelh'gence of the prayer being gran.ted,. 
with full permission to seek the redress^ 
he soijcited for. 

Thesudden change in the coantenance* 
^fAlmefia, from hopeless despondence 
<o fhe liveliest joy, spoke most forcibly 
to the feelings of the count, the sincerity 
of her love for Montauban : he there- 
fore suggested that an immediate cou- 
rier should be sent off to apprize the* 
general of the result. " Oh, no,*' re- 
plied madame, with peculiar energy, *' I. 
will be myself the messenger, the bearer 
of fhe happy tidings, as the conviction 
that every moment that will be leading 
me nearer to him, may allay much of 
the inquietude I do even yet suffer on 
his account. Fears for his health, strange 
presages of future evil, ever the com- 

pamon 



panion I believe of the unfortunate, coit^ 

tinually possess me, and •" — " Mjr 

dear madam," said the count, rising from 
bis seat, and hastily interrupting her^ 
*' I fervently hope> when I have the sa- 
tisfaction of again seeing you, these 
forebodings of unhappiness may have 
given way to the delightful sensation o£ 
promising felicity/* After which, with 
every demonstration of his friendship^ 
Anselmo departed, almost overpowered 
with her thanks and benedictions. 
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CHAP. ir. 

^ Dignity and grace 
Adorn his. frame^ and manly beauty, join*d 
With strength Herculean ; on his aspect shineft 
Sublime&t virtue, and desire of fame 
Where justice give& the laurel; in his eye. 
The extinguishable spark which fire3 
The souls of patriots ; while his brow supports 
Undaunted valour and contempt of death.^ 

Such was Leon tine de Montauban^ for 
whom the count had already professed 
so great. an interest; not merely at the 
representation tendered by Almeria, but 
from having frequently heard the most 
honourable mention o^ the general by 
the of^c^rs of his regiment^ by whom ho 
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was universally beloved and respected^. 
To the parents of Almeria the count had 
been more than once introduced by his; 
father, the elder Anselmo having beea 
on terms of intimacy with them during" 
, their residence in Venice, St. Orville^ 
although not in affluent circumstances^ 
had contrived on his smali patrimony to* 
educate his son and two daughters^ Al* 
meria and divia,. in all the branches ofT^ 
polite literature; Possessed of every 
accomplishment, united to great per* 
s6nal charms, and of unblemished cha- 
racter, tiie family of St. QrvilM had beert 
early received amotngst the first circles* 
of fashionable life */ they did not court- 
esteem, or popularity, but it tollowedi 
Aem^ wherever they went. 

Adjoining to their villa, which was re^ 
ihafkable for the beauty of its situatioit 
amd elegant simplicity, stood the cha- 
teau of Montaubani formerly belotiging, 
tii a French marquis of that name, wh<^ 
Uad, beeii a. resident in Italy for many. 

jearSw 
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years. Various conjectures were assigned 
for the reason of his deserting his native 
country ; the most probable, however, was, 
that in early life he had formed a tender 
attachment for a lady^ who had for a 
length of time been betrothed to another, 
an English nobleman^ to whom she was 
afterwards married. This event, it was 
supposed, gave the marquis of Montau- 
ban a disgust to France, and from having 
an esteemed friend resident in Italy, ta 
determine him to pass the remainder of 
his days in that country, whjerc soon 
after he married a Yenetian lady of high 
birth/ and the fruit of that union wa& 
the present general de Montauban« The 
marquis, however, was far from being 
happy; z first love still held the empire 
o'er his heart j and being of an extreme 
jealous disposition, he even doubted the 
legitimacy of his offspring. At lengtb 
differences grew so high between them^ 
they mutually agreed to separate. The 
marchioness returned ta het nearest re- 

latiouj^ 
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lation, a brother then a resident atNapTes>. 
with her infant Leontine, who was ren- 
dered, if possible,- more dear to her, frorat 
the cruel severity it had met with from 
its father, the marquis having extended 
the same dislike to his son that he felr 
for his wife Leonora. 

In the space of five years, she was 
left a portionless widow, her husband 
at his death having bequeathed his im- 
mense, fortune to this friend, who was 
the superior of the monastery of Camal- 
doli. This unjust act, however, did not 
in the least depress the spirits of the « 
marchioness, all her wants being amply 
supplied by her brother, count Fer-^ 
nando, with whom she continued ta 
ireside, until Leontine had arrived at the 
age of one-and-twenty. At that period 
Fate separated them from their endeared 
relation. The count Fernando, on re- 
turning one evening from the church of 
Notre Dame, in company with his sister 
.^nd nephewj was assassinated. The viU 

lain^ 
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lain, on plunging his poniard into the 
breast of the count, exclaimed, " Now 
my revenge is gratified! so fure you 
"0)611," Such was the adroitness with 
^hich this diabolical deed was executed, 
that in one moment the unfortunate Fer- 
nando became a lifeless corpse. Mont- 
auban called aloud for assistance, and 
endeavoured to arrest the flight of the 
tnurderer; he however eluded all dis- 
covery. 

To describe the agonized feelings of 
Leonora on beholding this distressing 
event, is impossible. A gentleman who was 
passing at the time assisted Leontine in 
supporting the lifeless form of his uncle 
^0 an adjoining house, where they were 
wstantly admitted by the humane owner; 
atid had every aid admiqistered to the 
hapless count, but with no effect — life was 
quite extinguished. 

The marchioness was inconsolable for 
his loss ; she had tenderly loved Fernan- 
lio, not merely from his being so closely 

dllled 



allied to her, but fronri the excellent 
virtues with which the count 'had beea 
so conspicuously adorned. Montaubaa^^ 
perceiving that his mother continued ta 
indulge, too fatally for her repose, the 
remembrance of his uncle, strenuously 
advised her to return to Venice, which 
city was the residence of the marchioness's 
Jate parents, where they had many 
friends. This request, after much per- 
suasion, she adopted, and Montauban^ 
fearful his mother might regret the as- 
senting to it, lost no time in carrying 
it into execution. The estates of the 
count, from his being unmarried, legally 
<[e3cended to his sister, and for which 
they soon found a purchaser. Leontine 
and his mother then departed from the 
melancholy scene, and, on their journey 
to Venice, they determined to. pass seve- 
' ral days at Rome. 

In this ancient and beautiful city, the 
curiosity of Montauban, and bis ardent 
desire of procuring classical information^. 

was 



Mas ^mply gratified. As ihe cutriag^ 
Tolled under the triumphal arch, trtd^ 
ed in honour of Titus, and on which ic 
repesenteil, in basso-relievo; the emp^ 
ror in a car drawn by four horses^ ret^irn^ 
ingfrom his i>riniant victories over the- 
Jews fn Jerusalem^ Montauban ex- 
claimed with rapture, '* Oh mother, suck 
fioble deeds as there inscribed make me 
ashamed of the inglorious life I lead— I 
-cw no longer remain inactive, when my 
country requires assistance — do bul suffitr 
^e to enter the lists of Fanie, and your 
son will endeavour to imitate the tran- 
$cendant qualities of a Titus !" 

The leading trait in <he character of 
^he marchioness was ambition; this ar- 
^our of her son, •therefore, to commence 
3 military life, met with no opposition, 
^ilh what pleasure then did Leontine 
^isit the monumental records of those 
departed heroes, who by their achieve- 
ments had once rendered Rome the first 
<ity in the worid ! Th^ temples, the the- 
atres^ 
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atr^s, and the mutilated remains of statelf 
palaces^ which had formerly been adorn- 
ed with all the luxurious refinements of 
the East; alike engaged his attention* 
*' In these edifices/' he exclaimed, " I 
feel the Roman spirit rise within me; 
here the conquerors held iheir councils^ 
under these roofs once flourished^ with 
godlike greatness, a Caesar! a Con- 
stantine i here, too, a Cicero, with all- 
subduing eloquence, beyond even the 
conception of our days, declaimed for 
virtue's cause, in the presence of thou- 
sands of his countrymen, and whose ap- 
probation of any design projected by 
the warriors was thought equivalent to 
an army !" ^ 

The nobld palace of the Vatican did 
not fail likewise to draw forth the ad- 
miration of Leontine, which for its 
magnificence, the great variety of apart- 
ments that it contains, and its extensive 
library, filled with the most valuable 
books^ and rarest manuscripts, is justly 

estimated 
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tMimated as the first princely residence 
in Europe. From the gallery of the 
Vatican, communicating with chateau 
St. Ange, they proceeded to view that 
fortress; and on returning from thence 
to their hotel, an incident occurred 
which chased away, for the present, all 
Montauban*8 ideas of glory, Signior 
Orvill^, With his two daughters, were 
then on a visit to a relation at Rome ; 
he was passing near the Vatican at the 
tine the marchioness's carriage drew up 
to the gates of the palace to receive 
them; and having been on terms of 
friendship with the marquis of Montau- 
^^n, he addressed himself to her by 
'name, and paid his respects. St. Orvill^ 
^ag instantly recognised by the mar- 
<^hiones8, who, on account of his having 
been one of the executors of her late 
husband's effects, was therefore received 
vith much pleasure, and invited to spend 
the evening with them at their hotel. 
Signior Orvill^ was true to his ap«* 

i^oui, a pointmeui; 
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pointment; and on his being introdudsd 
-by the marchioness to Leontine, he pre- 
sented to the latter a sealed packet, hirt 
with this injunction, that Mon tail ban 
was not to inspect its contents until his 
departure. Orvil]^ likewise related much 
useful information during this visit to 
his mother, and dwelt particularly on 
the injusticeof the will of the marquis 
de Montauban, which he thought had 
nevertheless been illegally ^xecuted> no 
person having signed it, except- the 
advocate and the monk of C,amaldoli^ 
into whose hands the whole of the for- 
tune had devolved. The marchioness, 
in answer, said she grieved only for her . 
son, who, in being thus deprived of his 
inheritance, was prevented from acting 
with the munificence his heart would 
otherwise have dictated— ''Leon tine, how- 
iBver/* she continued, '' proposes to enter 
^nto the army, where I have, no doubt 
his merits will be justly rewarded by fai;s 
co.untry. To-morrow we propose again 

commencini^ 



tomrneocitig our journey tQWtpls Ve-» 
iHce; ifyoQ faafve. any commands^ there-t 
fore, For that place, ^gnior^ we aball be 
fcappy to execute <hetn/* - * 

St. OrvflM* on returning thanks for 
i)er politeness, said he had. a tf idling com'* 
Imion with which he would trouble 
b^. Hf then obtained ieav6 to wait on 
tlie mm'ohioness theirucceeding morning 
, ^departed. 

Tbe packet was .nov^ immediately jqh- 
scaled ^y Leontine^ to satisfy his curf-^ 
<)$ity. Great was the astonishment of 
Hi^ntauban aad. his mother in perusing 
^ccmtents. Xherl ate marquis, from the 
fartiaiity he entertained for the family 
^ St. OrviUeji and 4o .remunerate for 
the trouble of his being an executor^ 
^d left him as a legacy the chateau ^e 
Ifcmtauban, to be disposed ^f as he 
&oiight poroper. It Was yet in the pos-« 
^esskm of iisSgaiar OrviU^, but inhabited- 
only by the domestics :of its late master. 
Tbis:jifi6^Vcaetianiliad always de^rmined 
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on restoring the estate to its lawful heir, 
if he should survive the attainment of 
tiventy-one years of age. That period 
was now arrived ; St. Orvill^ learnt that 
the son of his friend was living, and a 
resident with his mother at Naples ; the 
object^ therefore, of his present journey 
^(if he had not met with him thus by ac-^ 
cident at Rome) was for that purpose^ 
The packet presented to Leontine de 
Montauban, whom Orvill^ addressed by 
the title of marquis, was the assignment of 
the estate in question, with an apology 
for having so long retained it, but which 
St. Orvilld expressed to be from the ap- 
prehension, that during his minority, it 
might have been wrested from him, .by 
the consummate art and treachery of the 
monK of Camaldoli, 

The gratitude of the marchioness and 
her son, at this unbounded generosity oC 
aignior Orvilli^, Avho was to thejn almost 
a stranger, is inexpressible, 

I^eon^ine instantly flew to the resi« 

dence 



(Itfncex)f his benefactor; and on inquir* 
nig far him, was answered by the senrant, 
that St. OrviUd was not within, but 
that his eldest daughter would receive 
any message he had to delirer. Mont- 
a^ban, therefore, sent up his name to 
^gnora Orvill^ ; and on being ushered 
by the domestic into an apartment, he 
beheld Almeria, who appeared to him as a 
divinity. The overflowings of a grateful 
heart deprived him of the power of ut- 
tcrance. 

The unstudied graces of her deport* 
^ent, the beauty, the dignity of her 
^*^^nn, and the sweet complaisance with 
^hich she received Montauban, all con- 
spired to heighten the fascination wfth 
^hich he wa^ already enchained. He 
^ould have spoken, but could not ; and 
this painful silence was as distressing to 
Altncria as to himself. The entrance, 
ioweycr, of signior OrvilW Relieved them 
^^m their mutual embajrrassment. 

Tq relate the gratitude of the one for 

€3 ab«&t^X 
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a benefit received, or the Jdy of t6e 
other in having it in his power to\be« 
St o^ happiness on a deserving character^ 
would be snperftuoiis. The language of 
the hearty in the first instance, and the 
eloquent looks whieh accompanied \% 
ipoke the obligation which St. OrviH'^ 
kad conferred trith ^ore sincerity ttein 
the parade of words usually adpptetlr oa 
such occasions^ '^ 

Leontine, whose heart &ad received A 
d^ep impression in favour of Almena;^ 
«t; the same tin>e that he acknowledged 
thft munificen'ce of the Venetian^ de» 
ctivved accepting, it, without St. Qrvillij^ 
woald tender him the permissioi^ to pcLy 
his addresses txx his'inc^ofnpai^ble daugh-*^ 
nr> that ^e migki be a p«irtaker of the 
8|ikndour Wbiich atvi^ited him. This pro»- 
pbsal wai nbt rejected, and in- l>he space 
ol t*H^fe' rt<>nths, srgnora S*. Orvill^ tie* 
cam^ fnarchtoneiss' de Montauban/- Le^ 
ontine tbeh took possession of his fa* 
ther'a ca^lk ^ hia m^^<^tr at the partku^ 
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hr request qf Aliperia, stflF continuing 

•oreside with fhem^ in the enjoyment of 

every felicity. / 

The first abatement to the happi« 

Hess of the young marchioness was 

&er liusbandls determination of entering 

Hitxy the Piedmontese army ; and as she 

lesolutely persisted in her intention of 

accom.paiiying him through the pert* 4 

hus^ scenes: of warfbre^ Almeria was 

obliged to separate hersdf from her son 

Albert^ then about sere a years of age, 

leaving him under the eare of his grand- 

ibother. In a very few. years the niarqiMa 

»ose by bis merits to the rank of gene* 

jal; and prosperity and honour seemed 

to smile with benignant influence on itM 

house of Moniauban. The olive branch 

of peace again waved over his native 

land^ and the hero was refufnit^g to^his 

paternal man^ion^ in the hopes of passing 

the remainder of his life in tran<]uillity. 

Mark the reverse — scarcely had the ge- 

c 4 neral 
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neral concluded on visiting hb domain^ 
^re he found himself a prisoher> depriv- 
ed of his title and his fortune; all being 
confiscated to the government of Pied- 
mont ; and from the violence of the fac- 
iion^ which had so undeservedly risen 
against him; he was dragged to the loath* 
some prison of Oristagni, in the island of 
Sardifiia. The hapless fate of Montaur 
ban proved a death*stroke to his aged 
mother^ who only survived two days 
after that distressing event. During his: 
imprisonment; accumulated evils awail^d 
this unfortunate family : the mournful 
news arrived to JLeontine and Almeria 
p{ the death of the humaiae, the gene- 
TOtts^ and noble-minded Venetianj St. 
Qrvill^. In accompanying his youngest 
daughter and her husband over to £ng-^ 
land, on the very mornin^g the vessel 
hove in sight of Britain/ prompted by 
his humanity to save a female passenger^ 
who had fallen ovepboatd^ poor St. Oe- 
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TilM/ althongh his endeavours proved 
successful in rescuing the lady^ be fell a 
sacrifice to his exertions. 

To meliorate^ however, the grief of 
the mourners, the brother of Almeria 
had been actively engaged in their ser- 
"vice, in attempting to trace out the writer 
of the libel ; 'wbicl]^ havings in some de- 
gree, succeeded^ it was by his advice that 
she was now in Turin, where every thing 
appeared to promise a successful Issue. 
Not a ctay, ilot ati hour, was then lost by 
Almeria/ in the'endeavour of releasing 
W hiisband from his unjust captivity. 
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Audio li||ersclltt^i|(ip^ti»;( s^ w6lX.Ui knotv 
Her owOy.tbat what »he willft to ^9 orimjs 
l^e«n9 ^ise9ty TirtiAOUseal:, ili9cvpetest^ be9t ;. 
AU higbeF knowledge m.her jpieseivct ftitlsF 
Degraded ; wisdom^ in discount wkh ber^ 
JjQUt^, discountenane'd^ and like folly shews ;. 
Authority and reason on her wait 
As one intended first, not after made 
Occasionally ; and to consummate all* — 
Greatness of mind^ and nobleness, their seat 
Build in her loveliest, and creote an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic p]ac*d. Milton* 

Immjeoiately after that count Ansel* 
mo had informed Almeria of the suc- 
cess attendant on her mission, she com- 
menced 



meneed her journey to Legliorn, for the 
purpose of embarking for Sardinia. Tbe 
grand and sublime scenes which everj 
tvbere presented themsehes^ to arrest tha 
aktfention and amuse the eye of a tra^ 
\€}ler> were beheld^ however, wirfi per** 
feet jndiflerence by madame de Mont* 
auban^ whose thoup;hts being so incoi^ 
santty occupied on the completion of 
l^er journey, rendered her regardless of 
ev^ other abject. The slowness witk 
^hich they were obliged to proceed 
^n)ugh the mobntainous region of the 
Apennines but iti^accorded with her 
present temper of mtnd; On arriTing 
^ leghQrn, and when the ressel in 
^bich she had embarfcM was approach* 
^>)g the shores of Sardinia, and the »i«* 
^tht towers of Oristagni appeared rising 
.majestically to- the sight, her agitation 
became so excessive, as to excite fear in 
the minds of her attendants tiiat delirium 
^ould be tbe fatal consequence. 
In tbe evening of the third day>. the, 

c 6 vessel. 
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vessel anchored in the cape of CagUari ? 
but on the passengers preparing to land,- 
they had the misFortune to hear that an. 
epidemic fever raged with great violence 
in the town and its environs: none^ 
therefore^ would venture to go on shore^^ 
excepting nvidame de Montauban^ who^ 
on offering an ample reeompence^ anicL 
pointing out to the sai>lors that her de&^ 
tination was not at Cagliari^ but the cas- 
tle of Orists^ni, tiiey consented to the 
proposal. 

In less than an hoUr^ Almeriaj the ge^ 
neral'sold faithful servant Claude, and a^^ 
female domestic^ who had attended theip 
mistress to Savoy^ were safely landed 
near the eiastern turret of Oristagni. On 
approaching the castle, they found th^ 
drawbridge let down, and only one cea-^ 
tiuel on duty. Fears for his marster no%« 
pervaded the breast of poor Claude, at 
not observing the usual number of soK 
diers which had been accustomed to 
guard the prison, Madame de Mont* 

aubaa 



^ban percei\ing the alarm of herser- 

\anr, and suppo»ng it to arise from this. 

circumstance, with a fixed look of iinu* 

soal sternness, exclaimed — '* Why do 

yoQ tremble, man ? Of what are you 

afraid ? Shame upon you !" continued 

Almeria, *' mvst you be taught fortitude 

from a woman ?" When, with a motioa 

of her band, as if to prevent hi& follow* 

ing, she slowly approached the centinel>. 

announced to him her name, and from 

the written paper presented to her by 

the count Anselmo, was permitted to 

pa^ the drawbridge. 

Claude, who had hitherto proceeded 
V the side of bis mistress in silence, now 
ventured to entreat he might be sufTer* 
^ to enter the castle fti^, thinking, from 
its deserted appearance, that bis master, 
had really been conveyed to some other 
^hode on account of the fever, Almeria 
ottered no reply; and Claude, therefore> 
luistened onwards, and rang the belL 
The portal was opened by a man ap» 



parenfTy intoxicated, and rfic inqufry for 
general deMontaaban was answered bj^ 
— ^ Walk in, and yon may sec him/V » 
Torrents of the finest eloquence con^d 
not produce tnorte effect than this sinr- 
pTe sentence did dn the Tong-harassed' 
mind of Almeria^; to het ft seenaed as a* 
transition froin earth to heaven t but* 
when, as they were proceeding witb 
their conduttor thrpugb the long aisles^ 
and vaulted passages which led to the- 
prison-charaber of Motrtaiibah, and saw* 
nof heard even the sound of any humati' 
being besides themselves, horror suc- 
ceeded to chase away that raomentary 
idea of happiness. They had now arriYed- 
at the entrance -of tbosfe apartments in? 
which, for several years, ,had been vo- 
luntarily confined the lovely Almeria, 
fi-om the pleasure she took in perform- 
ing those duties which so highly exal^ 
the character of a woman. 

The man unchained the door and' 
withdrew. . Madame immediately rushed 

into 



ifHo the chamber, but on not seeing 
Montatrban, exclaimed, vrfitlst lookfng 
Vildly round, *' What haire yoB done« 
urith him? where is my Leontine?" She 
then ran through the rarioos r^oms, calN 
hig out for him 'Hi trcCcnts of the most 
d^c^&ing anguish, Chixd^ observing his 
mistress in snch a melancholy state, and 
^rcadiirg that worse Consequences would 
«wue, left her to the care of Lauretta, 
whilst he went in search of assistance,. 
^Qtl to learn what had been the fate of 
fcis master. 

But too soon were " all his fears reaF- 
feed. In an adjoining apartment he 
Beard the sound of several voices, and, 
shortly afterwards came out the man wha 
had admitted them, into the castle, fol- 
lowed by another of superior appcar- 
tnte, to whom Cfaiide addressed, by art 
inquiry for general de Montauban. The 
stranger, with much apparent concern, 
then informed him, that the disorder 
which had been sq fatal to many of hife 
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comrades had proved likewise so to th 
late prisoner^ who had fallen a victim 
it only five days before their arrival. 

. The distress, of poor Claude at thisiU 
lancholy iptelligence may be mure eas 
imagined than described. ■ Eprmerly, 
had braved misfortune's sharpest quivi 
but now be was old and infirm^ s 
therefore less able to withstand i 
shocks of adversity. The. stranger (v^ 
announced his name to be that of / 
bine> and of haying been lately invest 
with the command of the castle^) perce 
ing the embarrassment of Claude^ off 
ed his services, and likewise advised h 
not to acquaint his mistress, at prese 

r 

of the unhappy event ; but to state, t 
the general having received prior ord 
to set off immediately to Savoy, he 1: 
taken his departure a short time sir 
for the capital. Claude being perfec 
ignorant in what manner to proceed 
the best, readily took the advice of s 
nior Aubine^ as that persuasion too, 

thoug 
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thought, would most probably induce 
madame de Montauban to return to her 
friends, who could better impart the 
sad event, and afford consolation for the 
loss she had suiSered. 

Such ah arrangement became more 
practicable, when, on returning to the 
apartment, he found her quite com-- 
posed, seated near the window, and em- 
ployed in writing on a small piece of 
paper with a pencil. She looked at 
Claude on his approaching her, sighed 
deeply, and said — *' I am going to send 
this letter to your master. I should have 
>vished to have seen him, but I suppose 
Leootine will not permit it ;" and con* 
tinued^ whilst folding up the paper, 
'* to-morrow,, therefore, I shall go home 
igain to my little boy, for I am sure he 
\i\\l be glad to see me." This turn of 
mind was favourable Ito the intention of 
Claude's prevailing on his mistress to 
leave the prison ; who, from so plausible 

a story^ 
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a story, did readily accede to hh^ propo^ 
sition. 

With much facility, Aubine then pro^ 
cured a vessel to convey the unfortunatr 
Almeria and her attendants from Ais^ 
scene of misery. On the ensuing morn* 
mg, therefore, after Cbude- had visited 
l4ie adjoining chapeU where the- remains 
of his ill-fated master were deposited^' 
and over his grave had breathed a prayer 
for his future and endless felicity, ma^^ 
dame de Montauban, Claude, and Lau* 
retta, embarked once again for their* 
native country. 

Before the nafrative is resumed, we 
must beg leave to pause, and here to 
draw the reader% attention to the inci-* 
dent just recorded, which has pourfrayed 
the mutability of all earthly enjoyments^ 
and by which is deeply inculcated the 
proprrety> nay absolute necessity, of its 
being impressed on the mind to endea* 
tour to meet the various events of life'a 

occurrences^ 



occurrences, whether of joy or of sor- 
tavi^ with due composure;^ and \f kb per- 
fect resignatfon to the tfilfsmd pleasure 
of Omnipotence; th^ extremes of 
tilfaer being eqiiaHy defrim^ntal to the. 
health, a? well as the conlem, of every 
ifid^ividiral — content is sani^ for real 
iMppiiiess ought not, must not be e%^ 
{)eeted' here on earth. This, a term or 
. wofd, most pleasing lio the. ear> and flat* 
teiing to the imaginatioir, -why should 
it be indulged, since it is but the phan-* 
torn of the moment, and in existence 
h^ no reality ? If swiy nanve, under mis* 
&4lfriie — if any subject calls forth our 
pity more than another, it is that fa 
which are observecl the calamitous, the 
inh eflfects of a secri^t and powerful ene- 
ipy; where, by the contrivance of one 
solitary peifSDn, a whole fomily> flourish- 
it^ in the sun^^hine of popular favour j 
beloved, esteemed, respected, and ador-- 
cd, by all. around; who, for their patri- 
otism> weU*meritiiig their country's gra- 
titude ,» 



titude, shall, from unseen means, tte 
dark designs, and hidden machinationsT 
of one beijng in human forrt, but m 
heart a demon, be levelled with the 
dust ; cut down like the loftj beatitifbl 
tree (by the hand of the hewer), whose 
inviting and wide-spreading branches 
had oft served for grateful shelter to 
many a way-worrt traveller, faint and 
weary with the mid-day sun. So fallen^ 
then, was the once-respected, honburabie 
house of Montaubaa, whose hospitable^ 
relief the distressed, of whatever deno« 
mination, received^ and whose real good- 
ness ranked it among&t the highest of the 
Italian realm. 

In following the history of the vahi* 
able relic of that name. Providence des* 
tined that Almeria should once again be 
landed in safety on her native shores. 
For many months, however> an almost 
total insensibility succeeded the infoiv 
mation of the death of her husband. She 
retired to a smali villa near Savona, be* 

longing 
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longing to her brother, St. OrvilM, who • 
it that period held a lucrative situation 
under the Genoese government ; and her 
son, having attained his sixteenth year, 
was soon afterwards sent by his uncle to 
Florence, for the purpose of completing 
bis education. 

The tranquillity of the country, aided 
by the comforts of religion, at length 
restored, in some degree, the afflicted 
nind of Almeria ; who, in the second 
year of her residence in Italy, was en* 
tblcd to accompany her brother to Flo- 
rence, for the pleasure of seeing Albert, 
whose amiable disposition, and intelli* 
gence of }ook and manner, was all the 
fojQdest mother could have wished for, 
1UI a presage ^nd early promise of his 
anri^ing at future wished- for excellence* 

At this period, count Anselmo, being 
on a visit in that city to a Florentine 
Bobleman, and having learnt by accident 
that madame de Montauban was likewfse 
tbere^ he iinmediately hastened to the 
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hotel yffhere th£y resided, to * pay hit 
respects to them. Anselmo had ever- 
since Alraeria's interview with hina alT 
Turin been particular in shewing her 
every attention. He had written several 
letters of condolence to her; but on ac- 
count of the profound melancholy inta 
which she had fallen, they were always 
answered in the most respectful terms by 
St.Orville. 

If the assertion of a celebrated English 
poet b6 triie^ that we shall, at one time 
or other, all feel the passion of lovi, 
and that 

"** All once the pleasing paih must prove — 
The fond emotions of distracting love;*' 

the reader will not be surprised that 
Anselmo^ notwithstanding his vaun4ed 
determination of for ever contemping 
that power, should now feel it for the 
beautiful Alroeria, whose personal charms 
^ere indeed her least perfection. The 
count iiad arrived at the summit of his 

wishes. 
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%Wjes, the height of glory.and renown ; 
Happiness was far from being an inmatis 
in bis. breast ; be pursued her, but still 
'At avoided him; The thoughts of An- 
•elpK^ then turned to woman, supposing 
\(&tht presiding deity of that enviable 
^actuary — the temple of- felicity ; cbe- 
Ashing that idea in his mind, it became 
^length certain conviction, that witb« 
out woman^ and that iiraman an Almeria; 
fae^ould be for ever miserable. To 
enumerate the vartotis devices of AnscJ- 
*Ho,>,by which hie hoped to obtain the 
l)eart of her whoFithad with m agio po weft 
'SQ long hekl his in adamantine chains^ 
v^ould be endless. None, however, tend- 
ed 30 much to the completion of his 
^vlshes as the gratitude Almeria felt for 
Ws former kindness; shewn, tdo^ at % 
period when the rest^of the world {from 
the misfortunes of her busband) had for- 
wken.iier.' The friendship of Ansel^^, 
<herefope, jat such a time, appeared iri- 
valuable.. f or ao i4;iconsistent is- tl#e 
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mind of man» that too often iheyjpsif, 
adoration^ and bestow their kindness, to 
those alone who are already favoured bj 
fortune, although it does not prove of 
the least benefit to themselves; indeed 
the reverse is sometioies felt to be the 
consequence. 

The visit of count Anselmo to ma- 
4am'e de Montauban^ at Florence, 
raised him yet more in her estimation; 
his conversation was at rimes pathetic^ 
and even solemn, whilst, in a most re- 
spectful manner, he praised her exem- 
plary character, and the warm interest 
lie should, always take (observing how 
much her happiness depended on it,) in 
the welfare of her son. Suffice to sav, 
that by such promises, constant assi- 
duity, and trifling acts of friendship, 
Anselmo effected more in a few montb« 
than some men would have accom- 
plished in years — he obtained the hand of 
the beautiful Almeria. St. Orville had 
tri^ to dissuade the count from pressing 

hrs 
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his suit until the mind of his sister should 
be more at ease; but in vain: for the 
haviog referred him to her brother, as 
being determined not to acquiesce with- 
out his consent. Anselmo's irresistible 
powers of eloquence overruled all his 
objections* He stated likewise to St. 
Orvil)^, that it wsis bis intention of retir- 
ing with her to the castle of Valleroy ; to 
mix no longer in the affairs of govern- 
ment, as his health, as well as Almeria*s, 
required repose, and the comforts of 
3 domestic life. 

Finding that the completion of the 
touDt's wishes rested only with him, he 
gave his consent to their union, and 
shortly after they were married, in a 
private manner, (according to the re- 
quest of Almeria,) at Florence. The 
count and countess then took an afTec-f 
tionate leave of St. Orvill^, left Albert 
for the finishing of his education, and 
then set oiT with their attendants for 
Valleroy. Lauretta accompanied them ; 

you /. i> Wt 
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%ut poor Claude^ who by tio iheans a] 
proved of the second marriage of liis mi. 
^ress^ had expressed a desire to be take 
•into the service of her brother ; which b< 
ring agreed .to^ on the same daj that tfa 
count and countess commenced the 
journey to the Apennines, he and h 
master took -their departure for Greno 
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E qaella k i fiori, k i pomi, e & la vennim 

Gii ador diveni depredaado pm, 

£ de tutti fiw^em ttna.mistara 

Cbe di smrita k V alnm notriva. Aiif OSTO. 

^Hs delightful season of an Italian spripg 
^^ now beginning to throw its lustre, 
and to reanimate all Nature's works. 
^be country displayed one continual 
^Qe of rich cultivation ; "woods, nioun- 
^ins, lakes, and silver streams, inter- 
iningling through the verdant plains, 
shaded by trees of elm, almond, and mul« 
berry, and intfcrsected with vineyardi^ 
^^ere at once presented to the eye, to 
dmrm and diversify the lanckicape. As 

d2 \\v^ 
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the count and countess proceeded nearer 
to their destination, the melancholy of 
Almeria appeared to increase ; in her 
wind, confused and agonizing^ thoughts 
'^vere constantly recurring. The late 
>€vents that had taken place, during her 
short residence in Florence, and which 
3iad so indelibly fixed her future destiny, 
^eem^d as a dream opt of which she was 
fearful of being awaked. WJien the 
carriage began to ascend (he lofty 
mountains of the Apennines, and the 
country, hitherto glowing with luxuriant 
beauty, now changed to a barren uncul- 
tivated waste, all dreary and forlorn, 
Almeria, no longer able to command 
her feelings, burst in(o a flood of tears. 
The xount, whose discontented brow 

« 

shewed too well the displeasure he felt 
at her behaviour, desired the postillions 
to stop, and leaving Lauretta with the 
countess, alighted, and proceeded to 
walk onwards to <he castle. 
The poor gkl endeavoured to console 

the 
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the agitated spirits of her mistress^ by 
saying she was sure the count Anselmo 
lo?ed her> and therefore^ although the 
situation did not seem the most pleasant 
in the world, '* yet, my lady/' she conti- 
nued, '' you know where love dwells, it 
always turns a prison into a palace." 

This artless speech of Lauretta's had 
not the effect, however, of calming the 
troubled mind of Ahnieria, who con- 
tfnued to weep until the carriage had 
arrived at Valleroy. Anselmo then came 
to conduct her into the chateau, eberv* 
isig« as she alighted,^ and taking her hand, 
that he hoped discontented and gloomy 
thoughts would never agam obtrude, to 
ebase awa^ the happiness she might now 
enjoy. With a faint smile, AlmerTa an- 
awered— " I hope not„ my lord." 

The count then proceeded to leiad her 
through the spacious hall^ into a saloon^ 
which, for grandeur iand magnificence, 
excelled every state of an eastern prbce> ^ 

. D 3 or 
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or the most wonderful productions tht 
beholder could form in hk imagination* ' 
The ceiling was painted to represent the * 
deities of the heathen world, encircled 
with garlands of flowers, and from which - 
suspended elegant girandoles, doubly 
reflected by the pannels of Veuetiaa^ 
looking-glass that svrrounded the apart- 
ment ; the chairs and sofas were of bur- 
nished gold, with vases of the same for 
\flowers and odoriferous perfumes; the 
carpet of tapestry, and of the moit ex^ 
quisite texture ; two cabinets oT ivory^ 
inlaid with precious stoif es, were placeck' 
rn niches, and which held refresbmests 
of the choicest wines an4 fniits ; ricb 
curtains, composed of silk and gold tis-^ 
sue, tastefully decorated the windovra^ 
from which was beheld a '^rden bloom* 
ing with aH the productions. of Flora; 
and beyond that the view was terminated 
by stupendous mountains, whose tope, 
covered with snow^ ^forved a strike 

ing 
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hig Gontrast to the luxuries th^twere so 
profusely displayed in the castle of<Val-- 
leroy. 

Tbey partook of an elegant collation 
iwhich was prepared for them ; and after 
it %va8 finished, the county as was his usual 
custom, retired for some hours to his. 
lij^raryj .leaving Almeria to the care of 
her servant. Lauretta, although so new 
aa inmate of the chateau, had learnt an 
infinite quantity of news to impart to 
ber mistress^ but which, on perceiving 
the ciHUiteas inclined to sleep, she was 
oUiged to delay the information. With 
great care, then, I^auretla threw a veil 
over Almeria, to prevent the light from 
disturbing her repose ; and anxious to 
hear more of the history of the castle,, 
she softly glided out of the apartment. 

The sun, now sinking far into the wes* 
tem^^ocean, tinged, with its setting ray% 
the ancient towers of Valleroy ; and the 
evening zephyr, gently sighing in the 
adjacent grove, wafted a cool and refresh* 



ing breeze, to revive the languor Mt 
from the noonday heat; the lovely star 
of eve, glimmering in the blue ethereal> 
began to lead the silent host of heaven 
along; and soon the silver queen of 
night rose majestically in the vaulted 
sphere, and darted its milder radiance on- 
the stilKsleeping Almeria. Lights were 
now brought into the saloon^ and the 
count shortly" after entered the apart* 
ment. Yet Almeria slept. A dream, 
(the strange incomprehenmble sitten^ 
dants of the human mind, ) had conteyed 
her far distant from her princely resr» 
dence, even into the prison of Oristagn!-, 
and in which Montauban appeared to 
view, pale> wan, and torn with agony, 
as on that fatal hour she parted from 
him. Once again did she receive his- 
last embrace, and once again did he 
repeat the words he had uttered with- 
such fervency of — " Oh ! Almeria, if: 
success attends not your suit, return, 
oh ! return to me ; hasten to cheer th.e 

afflicted 
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afflicted spirits of your Leontine^ vrha 
only lives fof you — my boy too ! my 
soul's comfort, dearest Albert — oh, im- 
part to him, \»ith this kiss, his father's^ 
blessing !'' Then did she reply aloud—* 
'' Montauban ! my heart breaks to leave 
you I"— when a sudden ejaculation from. 
the count, of no very pleasing import, 
chased away the delusive phantom, and 
Almeria awoke to the sad reality. She 
started from her couch, and looking 
stedfastFy at Anselmo, (which seemed 
to imply at 'first that recollection had^ 
iJOt yet come to her aid, but that she' 
conceived him to be Montauban,) and 
Aen by her exclamation of "Where 
Mhe?" that she had lost him, An- 
selmo angrily demanded who she meant? 
^second question recalled her be* 
'''ildered senses. Almeria sighed hea- 
vily, and taking her handkerchief to 
conceal the tears whidi had involuntarily 
flowed, replied, '* Pardon me, my lord ; 
fatigued and listless, from the excessive 

V 5 ' \vR^l 
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heat of tike' day, I fell fesleep> smd harv^ 
had an unpleasant dream ; I could naf, 
tbefefore, instantly recover Vfie fright it 
had occasioned me." The countess then, 
with much ingenuousness, rekted fa 
hifn the visionary scene, which had so 
greatly aifected her. Anselmo was fA^ 
T^nt ; turning over the leaves of a book 
which lay on the table, he began ta perv 
use the following lines— 

# 

^ Why all this toil, for triumphs of an hoar? 
What though we wade in \vealth, or soar in fame? 
Earth's Mghat station ends in * here he lies/ 
And * dust to dust' concludes the nohlest song/' ' 

Readings however, bad lost its wonted 
charms to Anselmo : he laid down the 
volume, and continued for some time 
apparently in deep thought ; when the 
countess, supposing (although uncon-' 
sciously) that she bad offended, took up 
her lute, and began phyrng a Venetiao 
air, in so enchanting a style, that it re^ 
called the count from his reverie, anii 
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At unusual gloom ^^hich hsA spreiMl 
orer h» Gountenance* 

Two yeaia then pasied away* without 
My material .occur reDce at the castle 
foerylBg attention. The calm mod ob« 
ftm way of life led by Almeria^ re-* 
stored^ in some degree^ her mentad suf* 
fcrings : at the end of the fbinl summer 
of her residence in the province of Tua« 
cany, she obtained permission of the 
count to invite Albert and her brother 
tb spend a few weeks with them at Val« 
leroy. 

During their stay, which by the request 
of Anselm^o was prolonged from the pe- 
riod ibey intended for thehr departure, the 
health of the countessdaiiy improved; her 
heart dilated with pleasure in the society 
^ Albert and St. Orvill^> whose mild 
stttd benevolent disposition softened the 
asperity which at times was observable 
in the count's behaviour to Almerta, oc- 
casioned by her too ardent attachment 
' d6 (a« 
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(as he called it)^ for her soa.. Ansel«^ 
mo's arguments on that subject were^ 
that such partial fondness of a mother 
roust tend to make a boy effeminate^ rt-*; 
dkulous, and unfit for the service of hi& 
country^ ia which he thought Albert 
ought to be now actively engaged. The: 
count would then contend with his 
wife^ that the study of the schools and 
their disquisitions only rendered men* 
sceptics^ argumentative^ and assuming:: 
vain braggarts of the quantity of learned, 
nonsense with which their h^ads were, 
supplied with, they passed their time in 
composing amatory odes and sonnets to* 
their mistresses.; describing passions, ne- 
ver existing^ perhaps^ but in their own* 
wild imaginations, and obtained fronk 
books; thereby picturing human life 
exactly contrary to what it really is— 
''Instead, I say, of such trivial girl- 
ish employments,'' continued Anselmo^ 
•' would they perfect themselves in more, 

noble 
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Boble attainfnents^ they might become 
vsefiil members to society^ and acquire 
hsriirg honour and renown/' 

Hopes of renown^ however, in the 
geoeral acceptation of the phrase, for 
All^ert, had ever been for from the 
wishes of his mother ;. she bad too fatally 
experienced the fallaciousness of such 
iu)pes, in the misfortunes which had at- 
teaded his. brave father — *' Montauban/' 
sajd she, '' had nobly fought, risked alU 
for the public good, his life, his for- 
tune, and every thing that was most 
dear U> him on earth. He acquired re- 
nown; yes/' continued Almeria, her 
spirit rising as ^e spoke, '' Fama rose 
him to her highest pinnacle; when, in 
an unlooked-for hour^ the moment of 
enjoyment from his hard-earned labours, 
the canker-worm of envy, jealous of his 
dieserved happiness,, despoiled him of his 
good name^ his liberty, and every worldly 
comfort ; nor yet, perhaps, would, have 
been glutted with its vengeance, had not 

Death, 
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Death, the iron haad of Deaths tore hint 
from her fangs; and bis noble spirit, once 
again free, flew for ever to the realnM 
of blis». Oh, my lord/' coafinued the 
agitated mother, " do not then persuade 
my son to follow his poor father's for-* 
Cunes ; sooner would I behold him tend?* 
ing in the fields his little flock, and hi$ 
only residence a neat herd's cottage, than^ 
see him master of a palace, where, too 
oft, the fiends of Care and Discord 
reign.** 

^uch b^ing the Animated sentiments of 
the countess, Anselmo forbore, for the 
present, urging his proposition coftcern«* 
ingjhe young Montauban, who was 
likewise a warm advocate for a military 
life. 

These unpleasant contests St. Orvill^ 
could not always conciliate with the same 
effect, particularly when he found that 
his nephew was so extremely desirous 
of entering the army, in which an im- 
portant circumstance now happened to 

forward 



forward that intention. News arrived 

atValleroy of a signal defeat having 

been sust^ned by the Vaudois and Pied- 

ftontese troops. The French having 

{KMsessed themselves of Lucern^ and great 

part of the surrounding country, their 

braftre commander, no longer able to 

contend ^ith the enemy, bad been . 

obliged fo fly with his small remaining 

hrce to Carignan ; and that without an 

/Amediate supply of fresh troops, they 

finist be annihilated, and prince Eugene, 

the noblest pride of the Italian nationj^ 

hli a lamented victim, or enchained to 

the car of the conqueror, be led captive 

to the gates of Paris, '^ to enhance the 

dtar-boaght victory. 

Albert, at hearing this account, ex- 
claimed— ^'^ I feel for them as a man, and 
burn with ardour to revenge my coun- 
try's loss ;*' and continued, impetuously^ 
''oh> my mother, you cannot, you will not, 
now oppose my wishes for to meet this 
implacable enemy i In such a distressing 

juxicXxxte^ 
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juncture^ every true patriot's bosom 
must glow with eagerness to unite in- the 
common cause^ when* our laws^ oui 
liberty, and the lives of our fellow-citi- 
zens^ are endangered by a hostile invai- 
der/' Almeria, observing the maddened 
fervour that agitated her son, and which^ 
being heightened by ^he count's all-pow- 
erful eloquence, which^. like an impetUt- 
ous stream, bore down every thing thai 
impeded its progress, appeared no long- 
er within the bounds of reason, she re- 
mained silent, inwardly lamenting the 
cause that had produced it. Montouban^ 
perceiving his mother affected^ said re- 
spectfully — " Believe me,, dear madam^ 
no earthly consideration whatever should 
have induced me to risk your displeasure 
but in this one instance — the imminent 
danger of my brave countrymen/'-— 
'' Yes," replied the count, '' they cer- 
tainly claim your consideration : friend-r 
ship shewn from man to man^ in the 
hour of perilj is a godlike acr> and de-* 

serves 
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serves the world's applause/' — *' Aod yet, 
my lord," repeated Albert^ " I hope I 
Shalt never forget; that justice for them 
mttt,at the same thne^ be tempered with 
mercy to their enemies/* The count 
Aen embraced Montauban, and pro* 
mised that a commission should be ob* 
tained for him Immediately, expressing, 
»t the same time, his reluctance^ that>. 
from his indiflTerent state of health, he 
Wd9 prevented follovring the young 
loldier to the Aekt of baiiUi from which 
Ani^lmo had oftfii retume4 crowned 
v'itb laurels. 

Before a month bad expired, the 
count procured from his sovereign an 
appointment for Montauban, who, in- 
stead of returning to Florence with hia 
UDcle, now departed for the seat of war 
in Piedmont, He took an affectionate 
leave of his mother, and conjured her ta 
be comforted during his absence. Bat 
(he agonized feelings of Almeria at part-^ 
ing from her son were almost beyond 

the 



66 ANSELMOii^ 

the power of language to describe. 1 
derly embracing him, with much d 
eulty she said—'* Farewell, my Albi 
may Heaven protect you ! '' and then 
tired to soljitude and tears» 
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'^Truei slie is ^r^ ob^ how divineljr flujr f 
But ttiU tiie bt«ly Briud. impfovei tttf (:hiitinf 
Wldi inward |rMt»M| ttMStetod wbdoBi 

And finetity of OMttiiim/' 

« 

A uma inter^l now elapied linet thd 

deptrttti^ of M^nltubtfii, and axcepHog 

one haati}y*writMn letter, dated Calgar^ 

gii acquainting his iMther of ba?io|f 

joined liia regimeiit in good health; no 

account had been since received from 

him ; and therefore the feara ahe en« 

tertained for bis safety daily grew more 

and more insupportable. The count at 

first ridiculed her anxiety, but finding 

that bad no effect, his temper, easily 
* ' irritated 



68 AN8£LMO# 

irritated and ungovernable, began warm- 
ly to remonstrate such childish beha- 
viour, as he termed it, so unbecomtngp 
a woman of her sense and apparent reso-^ 
lution* Then would Anselmo reproact% 
her with indifference and want of afiec^ 
tion towards himself} and this idea that 
he cherished, so detrimental to his peace 
of mind, became truly distressful to At 
merki, who looked forward to the feature 
wiih the utmost fear. 

The eighteenth moiith of AlbertV 
absence h«d cemmenced, and yet na 
tidings of him. St. Orvilld wrote lome- 
times to his 8ister« but as he wai now 
occupied in forming an alliance witb 
the eldest daughter of a Venetian tena* 
tor, his letters were in general fiUed 
with praises of the object of hi$ admi* 
ration,, and therefore very slightly men- 
tioned his nephew, except, in expressing^ 
hi^ wishes for Montauban's welfare^ 

One evening, towards the end of July, 
the inhabitants of the castle were unu- 
sually 
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dually disturbed by loud and repeated 
kaocking at its gates, and on demanding 
the cause of it, a monk belonging to the 
abbey of St. Julian requested an inter- 
view with count Anselmo. Almeria, 
whose thoughts were incessantly occupied 
aboot her son,' desired that he might be 
instantly admitted ; and turning to her 
husband, said — " Oh, my lord, this man, 
no doubt, is the bearer of a letter to me 
from Albert" — ''No, madam/' re plied the 
coimt, with sternness, ^* Lodovico is the 
bearer of a letter to me." He then com- 
manded the servant to take lights into 
the north chamber^ and immediately left 
the saldoii. 

Ihiring his absence, Lauretta, then in 
attendance on her mistress, informed her, 
that tiie stranger was confessor to the 
adjacent convent of Santa Maria, in 
which was. confined a most beautiful 
young lady/ and some people did say 
that the couAt was in love with her. 
*' Impossible !" replied Almeria ; " you 
do not tell me true." — '' No, my lady. 
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not for certain/' answered Lauretta 
^' but you know what great folks do, little 
ones will talk of; and therefore it haitf 
been thought strange that the count::: 
should support a fine young womauj for* 
BO many years, and not say neither. avh<» 
she is, who she belongs to, nor where 
she is come from: indeed," continued 
the facetious girl, '^ the old housekeep*- 
er says, that wjien you suppose Biy 
lord is gone to the library to study 
books, he is gone to study something 
of much more consequence, as he is . 
always seen to walk towards an old builds 
ing; and— -"*—'' Silence!*' repeated 
the countess^ with anger ; ^^ 111 hear no 
more/' ^ For although this information 
of Lauretta's had- somewhat alarmed 
for the moment, yet she wisely reflected 
how very little dependence ought to be 
placed on th6 intelligence obtained from * 
domestic^, and therefore determined not 
to credit an account so injurious to her 
future happiness. 
Anselmo entered the saloon shortly 
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Qfrer, and ordered Lauretta immediately 
to depart with Lodovico for the con- 
r vent 6f Santa Maria. " Me, my lord ?" 
«ridtlie terrified girl. — " Yes, you ; obey 
my orderi( this instant V repeated the 
imnX.' Trembling with fright, and whilst 
looking towards a window opposite the 
tsaloon^ she exclaimed — ** Oh dear, oh 
deaTi the tiight itf so very dark ! no 
moon, nor one single star, I dq declare ! 
I am sure I shall tumble into some dread- 
ful cavern ; may I take a light, my lord ?** 
—" Begone," answered Anselmb, with 
fmy. Poor Lauretta then immediately 
left ihe room, and began telling her 
b^ds with the utmost devotion, not 
having the least doubt but that her mas- 
ter had overheard what she had been say- 
iQgi atnd therefore that she was going to 
be locked up in the convent, as well as 
the lady. 

In passing the hall, she saw Lodovico 
tatting for her under the portcullis. 
" Holy virgin !'* exclaimed she, " there 
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is the devil, I am sure; and he ts goinj 
to « lay hold of me, that's for certain. 
Oh that ever I should have come intc 
this infernal, terrible, frightful-looking 
castle !" The monk, perceiving how us- 
willingly she was advancing, said hastily 
— "Are you ready?" Immediately at 
lering her tone, she answered — ^* I aio 
coming directly, only permit me toptor 
•cure a lanthorn first."" Lodovico replied 
he had one, when turning -the spring ol 
it, the light appeared, and discovered 
.to the agitated fancy of Lauretta one o. 
the most ferocious countenances in n^ 
ture. Having now, however, approact^ 
ed the portal, she tremblingly follow^ 
him over the drawbridge, and he th^ 
taking fast hold of her arm, with tf^ 
greatest speed directed his course to tti 
monastery, 

Anselmo observed the surprise of tH 
countess at this occurrence; he ther^ 
fore, on Lauretta's leaving the saloor 
began to unfold t|;ie reasons which ha 

actuate' 
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ftcfuafed him to send her. '' It is need* 
less," be said^ ''to^enter into a^ minute 
tccital o[ former events, which would be 
^oos^ and of course uninteresting ; 
tkc principal, however,'* continued the 
coont, '^ I shall now acquaint you." 

AJmeria listened with profound atten- 
tioDi and Anselmo thus began : — *' About 
twenty years since, travelling from AreK- 
co into Piedmont:, with a mission for 
tbsKt government, my carriage was stop* 
pe4 by four men on horseback; they 
>ore masks ; and two of them present* 
ing pistols into the windows, enforced 
tny silence, by saying> that ' if I of- 
'Tered to make th^ least resistance,,my 
' life should be the sacrifice.' As money 
^M not seem to be their immediate ob- 
ject, I demanded to know their business? 
^hey made no answer, but one of them 
^e off a few paces from the road, and 
"dist^ounting,- entered into a kind of, 
^Ot; shortly afterwards, the man again 
appeared, holding in his hand a bundle ; 
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with which he jpmed his compahioi 
and delivering il to the one that ^ 
stationed zi the other door of the c; 
riage, which was then open, he plac 
it on the seat, and exclaimed — ' Nc 
you are again free!' At the same oi 
ment, they all darted into the thickc 
part of the adjoining wood, and we 
invisible in an instant. Surprise/' co 
tinued the count, " fixed me in a stupe 
when casting my eyes on the parcelj 
saw it move« The postillions desired 
know whether they should proceed? 
commanded not» until I had discover 
its contents ; when to my great astonii 
ment, I beheld a female infant. It v 

m 

asleep; and from its neck was suspendei 
ribbon, which fastening a small piece 
paper, contained these words,, written 
the French language — ' Eleanor, a ch 
entrusted to the bosom of fostering huma 
it).* I took it into my arms, and made a v< 
to Heaven that I would be its protect 
The angelic countenance of the infan 

fanci 
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landed was animated by this exclamation, 
for it beamed upon measmileofseraphic 
import; and then leaninj^ its head on my 
shoulder, again sunk into forgetfutness. 

"I ordered one of the postillions/' 
^id the county in con tinning ihe his- 
tory, "to "explore the wretched habi- 
^tion from which -the <:hild had been 
taken, thinking it might -serve as a due 
to unravel so mysterious an incident. 
7he man, on his return^ acquainted roe 
^at the hut was quite deserted, and re- 
tained the appearance of having been 
only a stable, as there were several nwn- 
g«^ No hopes, therefore, of ac- 
quiring any intelligence from thence, i 
conducted my little chafge in safety to 
^^^ next post-town, where having, at a 
very short notice, prpc^ired a nurse for 
^^ we continued our jeuniey to Pied- 
'J^ont. In a few months afterwards,^' 
5aid Anselmo, " on my return into Italy, 
^ confided the child to the care of a re- 
sectable family at Milan, with whcMAt 
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she has been an inmate until with! 
these six years^ ^hen) for the advantag 
of a superior education^ I gave orde: 
that my adopted daughter should h 
removed to our convent of Santa Maria. 
A look of incredulity from bis wif 
succeeded this information of Anselmo's 
indeed^ the whole account appeared i 
her improb^ble^ and as such> not desert 
ing of the least credit. The count ha 
observed the various expressions vrhic 
bad taken place in her countenance^ bt 
bad not until now deigned to notice i 
With sternness he said, — " Do yo 
doubt, madam, the truth of my stat^ 
went?"— When Almeria, wifh great a< 
dress, and peculiar softness, replied^ *' M 
lord, I am npt conscious of ever ha' 
ing related a falsehood ; why, tben^ d 
you think I should doubt yours i 
This evasive answer somewhat calmc 
the anger that was rising in the breast i 
Ansj*1mo, who thus continued — '^ It cfi 
tainly was not my intention to introduc 

£leafi( 
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Eleanor at Jbe casde^ had not Lodovico 
informed me of her serious illness; I 
hfve tfaerefore sent orders to the con^^ 
veat for her to be immediately brought 
to Villeroy. You^ madam/' the count 
then said^ *' yixW^ I jbope^ be to Eleanor 
(^t she has never yet had the felicity of 
kfiowinig) an affectionate mother; believe 
^ishe will merit your tenderest care;"^ 
^d was continuing^ when the bell at the 
^ter gatet>f the castle^ and the sound 
•f Ibe carriage rolling under the port* 
^11^, announced to them the arrival «f 
^^ fair invalid. Anselmo fastened into 
^ bijl^ and almost immediately after^ he 
^^Qcted the orphan into the presence 
^Almeria. 

The countess instantaneously rose to 
embrace the young stranger ; but the fa«- 
Ijgue, added to the sudden change from 
the walls of a monastery into so splen* 
did an apartment as the saloon of Valle* 
n)y^ entirely overcame lier ; she leant on 
the bosom of Almeria and fainted. £lea«' 

jB 3 nor 
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nor wa& then led to a sofa^ and shortTj 
after^ from a restorative administered bj 
the countess, again brought to life. Th< 
innumerable tapers that blazed threw 8 
brilliant lustre on her interesting fo'rm^ 
tvhich was of the truest symmetry ; hei 
fine dark eyes, emanated by the celestial 
spark of . virtue^ now beamed with fil« 
telligence^ and the tender sympathy o>l 
an immaterial souK The sylph-like fr 
gure of Eleanor, rivalling even the mo- 
dels of Grecian art, was enveloped id 
a robe and veil of the finest lexturej 
lA^ich,. shading in part her beauteoui 
face, somewhat confined the profusioil 
of auburn hair that fell in graceful rin|^' 
lets over her bosom ; and from whicbj 
suspended by rows of pearls^ hung s 
magnificent cross of diamonds^ imparting 
a dazzling brightness on her delicate {i 
may say) angelic count^iande. 
- As reclining in the arms of the coun< 
t^ess, Eleanor now said, in the ^softest ac 
cents— rf^Dear lady, accept my thanks;! 

, anc 
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^ (heti turning to Anselnro^ who was 
seated at the othev end of the couch^^x* 
Glaimed> '' And as to jo\i,my father> ( for 
1>7 that appellation she had often caUed 
bitn), bow can I ever sufficiently acknow* 
ledge, much less . return, the gratitude t 
owe for your gnodncss !*'—** No return 
JwisHfor/* interrupted the counf^ '^ ex- 
cept obedience "■ to my commands ; for 
Ab night you have taken a last farewell 
of the monastery/—" My lord/' replied 
l^eanor, with tlii<e utmost emotion^ and ^ 
^^p^t^ng his words, <' a last farewell ol 
Santa. Maria ? that . revered abode^ in 
^hich sa many happy yearly have glided 
^J mloVe and friendsKip — never to 
^oitmore!'"— " UntlHifikinggirl!" eja- 
^^bted the 1 count, with extreme displea* 
^**l^^r".do you murmuff^at my fkst de»- 
^te ? what . caa. po^ibly. have attached 
you to a monastic life, comprised as it is of 
^^nal sameness? you i magi ne» perhaps 
^0 be shut out from the worlds and pass- 
^S days and nights in never-ceasing 



so AXSELM6. 

vigils^ ID the gloomy cloisters of a eoti'^ 
yeni, that is the road to heaven ! For 
^hanie^ Eleanor^" he continued ; '' self- 
interest, I observe^ is alone your motto t' 
but dp not deceive yourself with such 
&lI^cious hopes; with reiigion must also 
temptations t)e surmounted, benevolence 
display ed> and actions tending toffae ge-l 
jieral good of mankind. AH these>> T 
say^ are required, ere yon can attain the- 
summit of felicity. The gods lau^ at 
Acse who, having no power to be other* 
wise, extol their fancied goodness^and 
claim for it a reward. No, no, Eleanor ;< 
virtue must be tried, before it can ^bo- 
accepted. Ifythen, (as the shining goM; 
which endures the fires hetttr and comet: 
out pure and undefiled, ) its genuine woyth 
is proved^, a glorious recompence is Hie 
due, and an everlasting fame • is iw. 
portion." 

The countess now interposed in be^ 
half of the lovely orphan, whoi trembling 
at« the warmth in which AnseimQ had 

spoken. 



poken^ smd grieved at the melanchoTy 
iijiinction> sat dejectedly silent. Alme* 
ria then represeBted to her husband the 
very ill state of health of Eleanor^ and 
the natural regret that every ydung per- 
son must feel at parting with associates 
of theif own age^ whose juvenile ideas 
must be more consonant to tbemi^ than the 
cooler reflection of maturer years— 'Tfet, 
my lord/' she% continued, ''J think I 
can distinguish in the looks of your 
adopted daughter, a mind irradiated by 
wisdom, which will ever teach the neces- 
»ty of submission to your commands:*' 
when the countess particulaiiy addressing 
her, for an affirmation of what she hai 
said, Eleanor respectfully bowed an as* 
sent to it. 

Anselmo soon after left the saloon, 
to confer with the monk, who was wait- 
ing for hkn in the antichamber; and the 
ladies then retired to their serrate apart- 
v^ni% for the nigbt.. 

js5 CHAP. 



S^ ANSELM^. 



fm^^ 



CHAP. vr. 

Satin, parva res est voluptatum in vita 

Atqiie in tale agenda 

Prsequam quod moiestum est^ ita cuique comparatum 

Est in state hominum. 

Ita Diis placitum, voluptatem utmoror comes conse* 

quatur ^ * 

Quin incommodi plus malique iUico tadsit boai si obtigit 

quid. Plautus Ampk. 



How shorty how trifling, are the joys of life> 
If with the evils that it brings compared ! 
This is the state of man, decreed by Heav'n— 
Tliat ail his pleasure shall be mix'd with pain^ 
And lasting woe succeed each short delight. 

AKonr. 

The morning dawn now began to beam h» 
oriental light on the castle of Valleroy ; 

and 
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and the warbling choir, renovated from 
their listless state by the genial warmth 
of sammer, melodiously filled the adja- 
cent groves with heaven-ta^ught har- 
mony. The gentle current of the Arno, 
meandering through these rich domains, 
glistened beneath an unclouded sun ; and 
the misty vapours of the night gradually 
disappearing, gave to the surrounding 
landscape renewed and luxuriant beau- 
ties. The matin bell of the neighbour- 
ing convent of Santa Maria, swelling 
with deepened tone along the vale, 
i>ow awoke from uneasy slumbers the 
lovely Eleanor/ Accustomed to its 
>i(ell' known sound, the pious foundling 
instantly prepared to attend its sum- 
mons, and some time elapsed before she 
could divest herself from the idea of still 
being an inhabitant of the monastery. 
The splendid apartment which Eleanor. 
at present occupied, afforded to her no 
charms in the least, to compensate for 
the one she bad left ; and therefore* 

B 6 . sealing 
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seating herself at the wiadaw which 
commanded a distant view of Santa 
Maria, and looking towards it with tear- 
ful eyes, exclaimed — "Beloved abode t 
sacred to friendship's inspired name, must 
I never agiiin be permitted io visit your 
calm retreats, your holy sanctuary ^ 
hapless Eleanor I** she continued, ' U what 
sad destiny awaits thy future years ?" 

The countess, who at this sentence 
entered the apartment, to inform hei^ 
that breakfast was in waiting, was grieved 
to observe her very pallid and languici 
countenance; she therefore reqtiested 
Eleanor not to leave her room until her 
health was more recovered, and t^t she 
would send Lauretta to attend on her^ 
Solitude, at all times congenial to the 
taste of our orphan, was more particu<- 
larly so at present^ being really indis^ 
posed, and her mind^ from some inward 
cause or other, heavily oppressed with 
melancholy. Tenderly embracing the 
countess, she£^id> ••With yourpermis- 
- » si on. 
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sioti, I shall indeed prefer remaining in 
my chamber for some days^ if you wilt 
ofier and apology for my absence to the 
county whose anger I should be extreme* 
tj sorry to augment by any inattention 
to his commands." The assurances of 
Almeria^ hovrever^ that Ahselmo no Ion* 
ger bore any displeasure^ and the pro- 
mise she gave to pass some^ hours every 
day with her young charge^ til^ she was 
enabled to quit her apartments, greatly 
relieved the afflicted spirits of Eleanor-; 
who, on being again left alone/ began 
to seek for some amusement, in perusing 
a favourite poem. Reading was always a 
source of never-failing pleasure; her 
sensible and feeling heart gave additional 
beauties to the works of an author ; and 
when perusing the celebrated Tasso, her 
imagination would soar above the reach 
of circumstances, and create delight^ 
^en when all earthly happiness seemed 
fled for ever from her. ' ' ' •' 

Xauretta shortly after entered withf' 

coffee^ 
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cofke, and making a low curtsey to Elea^ 
iTor, began saying, with much apparent 
consequence^ that she was appointed to 
be her attendatit — " And indeed, my 
lady," she continued, *' you will find 
me perfectly well qualified, for my mo- 
ther was 2ifemme dt chcnnbre, znd my fa- 
ther was a valet de chambre, and my bro-; 
ther was not one, becanse he was mad, 
and therefore he/ poor boy, turned poet, 
and was soon provided for; Antonio 
wrote some verses against the great 
lords' ladies in Paris, which they dfd 
not like, and so they sent him to prison, 
and there, I dare say, he.wi-ll ever remain^ 
Well, thanks be to Heaven^ I have no 
learning!" exclaimred the loquacious 
girl. Eleanor could not forbear smiling, 
when she congratulated herself on not 
having acquired so dangerous an accom- 
plishment ; and sympathizing at the fate 
of her brother, she asked if there was 
not a hope of her family being able to 
procure hi5 release ? *^ Oh dear no, my 

lady,*' 
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lady," said Lauretta ; " if they did, they 

vrould directly be sent ta keep him com- 

jKiny. Ah, signdraM** she continued, 

" if I was to tell you all of poor Anto- 

iiio*s story, your heart would be sad in^ 

deed." On Eleanor's, however, assuring 

lauretta that she had excited in her 

great curiosity to be acquainted with his 

history, she thus began : — 

'' Weil then, my lady, you must know, 
that I, as well as my brother, was bom in 
Paris; he is now twenty-five, and I am 
six years younger. At the time of my 
Wrth, my father was in the service of 
the German baron de Holstein, who 
hearing that he had a wife and two chil- 
di*en to support, the baron engaged my 
another to attend on his sister, the lady 
Constantia, a very good mistress too she 
was, for permitting my mother to have 
Jneiyith her; and likewise sent my bro- 
ther to school at her own expence. I 
have often heard my mother say it was 
the happiest period of her life; but 

alas!" 
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alas!" continued Lauretta, sighm;^, 
'^ Tm afraid all pleasures are of short 
duration ; for in th# third year of our 
being in that famrljr^ the baron de Hoi* 
stein died ; and the lady Constantia- was 
so melancholy after the death of her 
brother^ that she left Paris almost imme- 
diately, and departed for Germany, where 
we have since tearnt of her retiring into 
a convent, and of having taken the veil.''^ 
^' Unfortunate Constantia ! such an 
event must have deeply affected her T* 
exclaimed Eleanor; ^' but had she no 
husband, no other relations than the 
baron?*' — '^^Not that we have ever 
heard of; my father and mother conti* 
tiually inquiries about the health of ouf 
benefactress,'" replied Lauretta, '^ from 
her agent in Paris, with whom she has left 
n yearly pension for them ; and a$ it is 
regularly paid, my parents have been 
enabled, by the addition of a little farm 
they purchased near Versailles, to sup- 
port themselves without going again to 

service: 
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%rvice; and likewise to procure for 

Antonio^ wfao was reckoned Tery clever 

at kk learning, a aitMtbn as clerk to & 

mercfatot in Paris ; and then commenced 

^ nj poor brother's minfortunei^ for— ' - 

Tke ^ihMm*belL bow^yer« now summon^ 

ing Lauretta to the countem Aoselmoj it 

Mgad her to deler the contkiiiation of 

<he history nntil tiie evening, when ahc 

J^M again be in attendance on £leanon. 

Oa descending into the hall^ she met 

tte qM homtekeeper, who accosted her 

Witih-*'^ Come, come, girl, here will be 

. Mimiig work for you soon ; the count, 

^J mister, has orders from the duke of 

Ssvofi to.^Betx>ff immediately for iTttriD, 

^Qd all ' the men>«ervants are to go with. 

i^inii excepting Philippe, and that sense-* 

J^ block Francisco.'^r— ** Holy Virgin !" 

^claimed Lauretta, " what's the matter? 

Hich way is the wind now, Theresa P"-*^ 

^'Howshouldlknow?" replied she; ''I 

^oly know that my master is in a greal 

l^stle, and that we arc all sen| flying 
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about, like chaff out of a barn door 
get things ready for his journey." ' 
beli: noir mng riotently ar. second ti 
'f Thert; girl, that's again fori you; pc 
come, do you run down tothecoun 
whilst I run up . and deliv^er a messag 
signora EieuforiV, ; 

On Lauretta^ entering tlid saloon, 
c<»int demanded to know the retebi 
her not attending the first summons? 
in maUing'ab ^excuse for: it,: aaM-^ 
only stopped, my lord, to! l^fp! iifp: 
oM Kbusekeiiper, v{ha til ,herl. burry- 
tumbled down.''' She wasiheir oMi 
to go lo'the pavilion^ and. licquaint 
mistrdssKof ;his» .wish to^. apeak tto^/' 
efoery^thiag being; prepared foi':hi!9- 
partttpev .': --^i.i -^jm-tiH ^; . ;; :>/. 

Almeria at;^at tf me having beeii 
prized of the order received by .Ansel 
was employed in writing:. a letter t6 
son ; but on Lauretta 'sinfbitiling*hepo( 
message of the count, she. hastily fo 
up the paper, and returned to the sali 

Ansel 
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Anselmo, embracing her, said — '' I must 
now leave you, my love, for the business 
that calls me to Turin admits not oFthe 
Ittsf. decay /w* Do you suppose your 
stay will be long ?" replied Almeria. — 
■*^Not more than a few weeks^perhaps.*--— 
'^Andwill you then be the bearer of this 
lettar4o Alb^t, as you say he is now in 
the fortress of Montmelian/'^ — '* Cer- 
ttinly/' said the count; "but the pur» 
portofit?"—" A mother's fears for the 
ttfety of her son, my lord, and reproach- 
es, for his disobedience; nothing moft, 
helicve me." — f* Oh, oh," replied An- 
selmo, laughingly, " if those are the con«» 
tents, I can easily imagine the reception 
5t will receive, Almeria." — '* As to 
that, I am perfectly indiflfbrent ; if a 
^Wld.is neglectful of the duty to a pa* 
^ent, it is their duty to inform them of it ; 
f<>P slightly indeed can they hope for 
success through: life/ if wanting in re- 
spect to those who claim it by the first 
wid most sacred tie on earth."-^^' WeH^ 

well/* 
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well," said the county '' I will give H 
film;" and then hastily biddtfig bcr 
adieu, An^elmo, attended by a nume* 
rout reijntt€| took their departure from 
Valleroy. 

At the intimation of the counts im* 
tended journey by Theresa, Eleanor aex* 
iously requested to be led to the adoon^ 
that she might take leah^e of her kisd be^ 
nefactor, who, as she aflTectionalely 
exclaimed, had acted to her the part of t 
father, At the concluding word of thit 
sentencje, the old housekeeper bej^aii 
to entertain, new and various conjecture! 
of Eleanor; and from several former oe* 
ourrences, which had so mysteriously 
taken place at the castle, she began to 
believe that the signora would turn out 
to be no less than a daughter of count 
Anselitio. 

Theresa, now, therefore, was extreme^ 
ly obsequious to Eleanor, conducted her 
with great care to the countess, who r^* 
ceived her with unfeigned pleasure, but 

yet 



yet expressed a fear that she had left her 
chamber too soon> and that her health 
might suffer for her politeness. On Al- 
meria's acquainting her that Anselmo 
bad already departed from the castle^ 
Eleanor, particularly desirous of obtain- 
ing her friendship^ answered^ that she 
found her health much better^ and there- 
fore relquested permission to be her 
companion during his absencc.-t-" Your 
kind offer 1 embrace with delight/' said 
(he countess, ^' and would challenge 
yon for a walk in the evening, was I 
tiot afraid that it might increase your 
indisposition/* — '' Oh no/' she replied ; 
"indeed it will not, but be of infinite 
service." This proposition agreed on, 
fte . countess observed shortly, with 
, satisfaction, that her young friend's ma- 
i lady appeared to arise rather from de- 
jection of mind than -any real illness; 
the roses, which had been chased away 
from her cheeks, now began to return ; 
»nd blending \vith the transparent white^ 

ness 
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ness of the skin, gave to her counte- 
nance all the grace and animation of a 
Hebe. 

*' And when fair wisdom joins in the design. 
The beauty of the whole result's divine.'' 

The day glided away in happiness to 
Eleanor, and would likewise have so 
passed to the countess, had not anxiety 
for Albert, and some latent uneasiness 
respecting her husband, prevented it. 

A declining sun now emitted his last 
rays through a cloudless sky ; the dis- 
tant landscape was softened by the dews 
of eve; and a gentle gale, whispering 
annongst the trees, breathed delicious 
perfumes. From the loveliness of the 
weather, and beauty of the prospect, 
the \yalk of Eleanor and the countess 
was extended far beyond their original 
intention. On turning a point of rock, 
they observed to the left a cavern, e;x-- 
cavated out of the mountain, and con- 
posed of granite; the entrance to it 

was 
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'^as shaded by almond and olive tr^s; 
4he grcHMid overspread wkb rosemary, 
lavender, wild thyme, and vafious aro- 
matic shrubs. The curiosity of the la- 
dies excited them to explore this hollow 
recess; when Francisco; who attended 
them, began to expostulate against their 
proceeding — " Honoured mistress/' said 
i^i addressing the countess, '^ that cave 
^ haunted by evil spirits ; for I do assure 
you/' continued he, trepabling, *' the 
P^asaotB declare, that on returning to 
t'leir homes al night, they have seen 
^veral gigantic spectres walking about 
^Uh torches in their hands, and that 
their beads 'appeared to touch the ceil- 
^Hl they sometimes play on several 
^rts of music, and — — " 

" No more of such a ridiculous sto- 
'y* I beseech you, Francisco, but follow 
^•"— " Had I not then better remain at 
^he door, my lady ?" replied he, " that 
^ case you should be run away with by 
"^ose gentry, I may be reiidy to give 
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the alarm ?"-—'' Pray let him do so," ^^'^ 
Eleanor, smiling; and then turning ^ 
the old man, exclaimed, '' Be steady ^ 
your post, Francisco, and call out vod'^ 
ferously, if you Jhink there is any dair-^ 
ger.*' — '' That 1 will indeed, young lady/' 
replied he. 

On their entering, the curiosity of the 
countess and Eleanor was amply gratified^ 
and' their pleasure converted into amaze* 
tnent when they, beheld the majestic co« 
lumns and noble pillars which supported 
the fabric ; they were partly mutilated) 
but yet) from their radiant whiteness, 
appeared extremely beautiful ; and the 
sparry icicles which were suspend 
from the vaulted roof, resembled wax 
tapers, and did indeed throw on the- 
whole structure an appearance of en*** 
chantment. 

Whilst the countess Anselmo was ad* 
miring the magnificence of the place, 
and contemplating on the wonders or 
rude uncultivated nature, Eleanor's at* 

tent ion 
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tention was diverted to a distant part of 
the cavCi where stood the figure of a 
saint carved from woodj in one hand 
holding a crucifix, and in the other a 
book; on a column, i^r the statue, was 
placed an hour-glass, a t6rch which 
Mmed but just extinguished, and a small 
ivory box. Curiosity prompted her to 
open it, to discover its contents, when 
the sound of an approaching footstep, 
followed by a deep sigh, caused Eleanor 
to exclaim, although supposing it to be 
the countess — " Dear lady, why will you 
frighten one so ?" The faintness of Al- 
geria's voice, however, in answer, and 
'^^r exclamation of — " Where are you ?" 
now convinced the trembling girl that 
>he was not the object of her alarm. 
*^ith uncontrollable swiftness, therefore, 
^'eanor regained the door, calling out, 
" Here, here," when passing Francisco, 
^^ost breathless with fear, she said — 
' Oh, save your mistress l** upon which 
^I^e poor fellow^ although not able to 
Vol. /. F il(\x 
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Stir from the spot through fright, bega 

to cry out vociferously—^' Help ! help 

thieves, imrrder, and robbery ! 

dear, oh dear, the countess and I sha 

be kitted. Help< help I"—'' For Hes 

ven's sake/' replied Almeria, who ht 

joined her attendant, "what is at! th 

noise for, Francisco?" — " Why, honou 

ed lady," said he, hesitatitig, and falliu 

on his ktiees for pardon, *' the yToun 

signora inforriied me the ruffians— tli 

apparitionii I mban,had got hold of yoi 

my lady/ ' And so/ says she, ' Frar 

o!^co, do you stay where you are, onl 

mifke a great noise/ And I am sur 

I did make a great nois^,' my lady, for 

am quite hoarse with calling out so louc 

ly"- — '^ And where is Eleanor?'* repeal 

ed the countess, with anger,—'' Thai 

indeed, I cannot tell, my lady ; I saw th 

isignOfa fly acrossf yonder orange-grovi 

but what has become of her after that 

don't know/' — '' fiow extremely ridicu 

lous is such behaviour ! Come, sir, 

continue 
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continued Almeria, '' follow me to the 
grove then, that ive may endeavour to 

find her," 

Their search^ however^ proved in vain. 
Every cottage, hut, or dwelling-place, in 
^hevicinity of Valleroy, was explored by 
Francisco and bis mistress, without suc- 
cess. All. hopes^ therefore, of Qnding 
^ &ir fugitive having expired, and 
night advancing, they returned to the 
castle. The countess, in the utmost dis* 
^ress of mind, inquired of the steward if 
lie had seen Eleanor ? On being answered 
^n the negative, she then directly or- 
dered Francisco to repair to the monas- 
tery, faintly supposing that she mighty 
in her alarm, have taken the path which 
led through the intricacies of the Apen- 
nines to Santa Maria. 

On regaining the saloon, Almeria took 
^P a ))ook, to wile away the hours that 
I^rancisco must necessarily be absent. 
Some time, however, having elapsed, 
and yet no intelligence arriving of either, 



the nn easiness of the countess beca: 

so excessive^ as at length to determi 

her to wait no longer the return of i 

servant, but to depart herself for i 

convent. Accompanied, therefore, oi 

by Lauretta, she again left the cast 

and proceeded towards Santa Mai 

The moon, just rising over the mountai 

was of a deep red, and surrounded 

dark clouds touched with flame ; a f 

jtrembiing stars shone in the hemispher 

but gradually disappearing, from the i 

creased brilliancy of their superior p 

net, they at length left her sole empr* 

over the -skies. The windin gentle mi 

murs died away ; net a ^single zeph 

sighed amongst the trees, to disturb t 

stillness that reigned around ; all natu 

was at peace, save some few airy inhal 

tants of the night, that occasional 

flitted across the path, and in dulc 

Bielody proclaimed their artless loves. 

On the countess and Lauretta a 

proaching into a private tracks whii 



M z nearer way to the drawbridge, 
the former involuntarily started : the 
fiound of a lute was heard in the adjoin* 
i^g temple. '* Ah/' said Lauretta, as 
the strain continued, '' it is an evening 
lymn to our blessed Virgin ! Surely, 
my lady, it is the signora that is playing 
on purpose to terrify us ;" but instantly 
recollecting herself, she resumed, " yet 
that is not probable, for I have heard 
Theresa say that the temple has been 
locked up for many years, by a strict 
order from count Anselmo, and no per- 
son permitted to enter it on any account 
whatever." 

" That injunction we must obey then, 
Lauretta," said the countess ; " yet it is 
strange ; the sounds evidently come from 
thence; and look,** repeated Almeria, 
'*do you not observe a figure gliding by 
the windows ? Now it stops. Ah ! I 
f^ar some dreadful history belongs to that 
^^mple.** — '* Indeed, my lady,** she an- 
^^ered with trepidity, whilst looking 

F 3 towards 
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towards it, ^* I do see something ni 
about, all in black, and without a 
I am sure, instead of advancing c 
the castle, we ought to make a s 
return into it, my lady/* 

The countess, although possess 
sufficient resolution in general to 
every danger (from the proudxons 
ness of innate rectitude), yet the 
ous incidents which had taken 
with such rapiditVi within the last 
ty-four hours» were distressing an 
foL The MTivtl df Eleanor^ scarce 
nounced at Valleroy before she is 
lost ; the sudden departure of hei 
band for Turin; the unpleasant 
which had happened at the cavern 
last of alij and most terrifying, w 
mysterious inhabitant of the te 
which, notwithstanding Almeria's I 
been more than three years a resid 
the castle, had never ^before atti 
her ' attention, except once duri 
walk with the county who xnerel 



i" 
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Shivered the inquiry, by saying it had for- 
merly been appropriated for a bathj but 
then, of no further service, being com- 
pletely uninhabited. 
« The sublime strain now finished^ and 
Ac figure was instantly lost to the sight 
^f the astonished Almeria and her attcn« 
^^nt. The concurrent events in so short 
^ period, and retrospection of the past, 
^Ow forcibly affected the countess Al- 
'^eria : with faltering voice, and tearful 
^^es, she said— ^'' My good girl, from the 
^^pf|ct I tbMMi you have for me, I charge 
^eu Qpt to mention to your feUow-«er« 
Vaats^ ner to any other person, one 
\ford respecting what we have seen this 
fight ; such a disclosure, if heard of by 
the count, would deeply irritate his feel- 
ings, and perhaps be the means of your 
instantaneous discharge from my service : 
yet," continued Almeria, sdbghing, *' aln 
though sueh must be the secrecy atten- 
dant on the affair, we will, if it is possi- 
I^le, . procure d Jkey of that temple, and 

F 4 thea 
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then explore the mystery which envc 
lopes Jt." Lauretta^ apparently agi 
tated from the conclusion of this sen 
tence^ the countess consoled her by say 
ing — « Fear not the effect of supernatu 
ral agency, which, in reality, has n 
existence, but fear the effect that ma 
be produced from human villany ; ther 
lies the evil. When man, great rule 
of this ephemeron world, conspires, wit 
deadly hatred, against his brother mar 
wide^spreading devastation must be th 
baneful consequence.'' Almerid, how 
ever, on perceiving, the pale ^nd fright 
ened looks of her servant, and likewis 
thinking it might be imprudent to ven 
ture by themselves to the monastery, s 
length consented to return to the casth 
In their walk through the, grove c 
linden trees, which was opposite th 
eastern windows of Valleroy, the souhc 
of music were repeated, fainter than b< 
fore, yet not less sweet A few rapi 
dhords being struck by a masterly banc 
A • th( 
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the air commenced with peculiar grace, 
imparting an expressive wildness of fancy 
in the execution^ altogether grand and 
pleasing. '' Hark ! the lute has begun 
again/' said Lauretta^ who now was 
rmore courageous as she continued to 
approach the eastle ; '' indeed^ my lady, 
I think it is the signora." — " I know not 
what to' think," replied Almeria, ''yet 
let us then advance nearer this invisible 
musician^ and be convinced." 

On their turning into a path from 
whence the sounds proceeded, it was 
almost darkened by interwoven branches 
which entwined each other Jn soft em- 
braces, and on whose boughs the liquid 
iiote of a nightingale had begun to 



chant her 
ingmoon. 
grove, nej 
spring su 
and surroui 
delightful 
ttitage. 



|ive song to the listen- 
^een an interstice of the 
fountain whose gentle 
a small marble bason, 
with flowers of the most 
^ume, stood a kind of her* 
fing the noonday beat^ it 
F 5 had 
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had always been a favourite retreat for 
Anselmo^ to indulge in meditation and 
study. 

I, 

*^ Here, plung*d amid the shadows browiv 

Imagination lays him down; 

Attentive, in his airy mood, 

To ev*ry mormur of the wood ; ^ 

The bee in yonder flow'ry nook ; . '^ . 

The eludings of the headlong brook ; 

The green learquiv*ring in the gale; 

The warbling hill ; the lowing vale ; 

The distant woodman's echoing stroke; 

The thwider of the fidling oak. 

From thought to tliought, in vision led, 

He holds high converse with the dead/' ' . 



To this romantic and 
abode then, Almeria no^ 
The music instantly ceas 
clamation of '^ Eleanor,^ 
are you ?" was followe( 
Sjcream of her attendant, 
tihort distance from her m] 
eut-*^' There it flies towards] 



melancholy 
her steps. 
md her ex- 
[d *' where 
a terrific 
)eing at a 
called 
1 temple!" 

and 
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and continued^^'^ Oh> my lady^ I shall 

ceffiinly die with fright if you will not 

quit this terrible place." All the coun* 

tess's expostulations to Lauretta^ in 

[ hopes of calming her disturbed imagin- 

|.f atioD, bad no effect ; the poor girl faa- 

[ cied she had again seen the spectre. She 

was therefore obliged, however unwil- 

Kngly^ to yield to her remonstrance of 

regaining the castle, where, however, no 

Eleanor br Francisco had yet arrived. 

Wearied and unhappy, Almeria then 
>^-entiered the saloon, flung herself upon 
3 coach, and shed tears abundantly, 
whilst, reproaches mentally afflicted her, 
for ever having consented to become the 
wife of AAselmo. His mysterious con- 
^, and sometimes cool treatment to- 
wards her, iSo unlike the tenderness, the 
'•ve,8he had -experienced from the gallant 
but unf6rtu«Me MontaUban, bore heavy 
^ the already-distresssed mind of the 
<»untess. Past years were reflected upon 
^5th deep-felt anguish, future ones with 

t^ insupportable 
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insupportable terror. As the timid deei 
therefore, flies from the hunter's cr 
and seeks -for covert in the fosterin 
^des> far from thie haunts of men an 
its wild pursuers^ so did Almeria wish i 
be immuredj and to weep away her lif 
alone and unobserved^ in the friend 
nook of some distant mountain. 

Such sad thougbtflhas these succeedk 
each other with astonishing rapidit 
drove her almost to madness. With wil< 
Bess exclaiming — " Why, my lord^.o 
why could not my gratitude be returnc 
in some other way than this ? Had 
been possessed of the riches of Golcoi 
da's mines^ you should have had them a 
— all> Ansel mo^ to have repaid the obi 
gation I owed you ; yet they would m 
have been enough; no^ myself mu 
likewise be the i^crifice^ and therefoi 
am I doomed to endless misery;" coi 
tinning in a frenzied manner, '' wretch< 
Almeria ! "My son> toa, dear Albei 
hates his mother for this second ma 
riagei and sedulously avoids her/' 
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"Heavenly powers!" ejaculated a 
^oice, that now struck motionless the 
bcart of Almeria — " Avoid you ! not for 
V^orlds would I avoid you." The coun- 
tess now turning round to her auditor, 
li^eld with astonishment and ineffable 
delight the object of her only hope^ her 

dearest Albert^ kneeling at her feet for 

pardon^ and pressing with fervour her 

almost lifeless form. 
Almeria held out her band towards 

iim as a token of forgiveness; would 

^ve spoken^ but could not; utterance, 

• 

'^deed, seemed totally denied to her; 
^gain looked^ sighed heavily> and nature 
^hen being quite exhausted^ she fainted 
*n the arms of her son.. 

" Oh, my mother I my beloved mo- 
ther!*' continued th^ agitated Montau* 
uan, " revive, oh, revive, to bless youc 
Libert, whose existence is no longer 
Valuable than whilst it tends to prolong 
^e life, and promote the happiness of 
m parent/' These cheering and con- 
soling 



soling words gradually restored the b 
vrildered semes of the countess ; whi 
clasping Albert to her breast she e 
claimed — ^Mmage of your dead fathi 
the brave Montauban V oh, ray boy, 1 
lives again in you ! judge, therefore, t\ 
agony of your mother, from your loi 
absence, and yet greater for the cause th 
produced it* War! destructive war 
she continued, '^ which engulphs who 
nations in one dreadful scetie of slaugi 
t€r, tearing the husband from his^ wi( 
the child from his parent, destroying tl 
happiness of thousands; and all for t 
satisfy the wild furor, the unsatiated 'ah 
bition, perhaps, of an individual/' 

Every endearment, every kind attei 
tibn, did Albert then have recourse U 
in order to sooth the perturbed spirii 
€>f his mother; yet still the fate of Elej 
nor contihued to distress' and perple 
her. The countess, therefore^ commu 
nicated to Montauban, in very fe^ 
words^ the history of their short ac 

quaintanc< 
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quainfance^ and the orphan's sudden and 
mysterious flight. 

At this intelligence, it was with diffi- 
culty Albert could be retained from go- 
ing in pursuit, even before she had men- 
•tioned the place most probable to find 
. lier— the monastery of Santa Maria. 

" Not a moment should be lost, dear 
madam,'' exclaimed the young soldier, 
as he now ran, or rather flew, to remount 
his horse, which, with his servant, was 
in \vaiting at the gates of the castle, and 
v^ho offered to attend him ; but ^ont- 
aubati, hastily declining his services, set 
off full speedy and was out of idght in^ 
an instant. ■ 



CHAPt 
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CHAP. vir. 

^ His days appear a constant scene of joy ;- 
Gold glitters in his precious robes; 
His pride's as boundless as his wealth ; , 
He nerer wounds the air with mournful si^is;^ 
The voice of harmony salutes his ear, , 
^ When he lies down to sleep ; and when he wake^ 
Triumphant plenty, with a cheerful grace. 
Basks in his eyes, and sparkles in his face^" : 

Whilst Albert is employed on the friend- 
ly mission of endeavouring to regain the 
lovely fugitive, we shall pursue ^count 
Anselmo to the castle of Oldenzo, previ* 
ous to his journey into the province of 
Piedmont, and elucidate the apparent 
cause for the dark shade of embarrassmen ta 

with 



^. 
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with which he was surrounded. On thatday, 
a letter arrived at Valleroy for Anselmo, 
of a most distressing nature : it was fron* 
signior Rodolphus^ the successor of the 
count (by his express recommendation 
to the duke of Savoy) in his senatorial 
capacity. Anselmo and Rodolphus were 
on the strictest terms of friendship^ from 
the intimacy which had long subsisted 
between their families^ and the contigu- 
ity of their residence in Tuscany. Both 
were Italians from birth, and each were 
alike distinguishable for personal bra- 
very and attachment to their country. 
' In consequence of the derangement in 
the affairs of Rodolphus, after the de- 
cease of his father, and the displeasure 
that his mothel' felt at his marriage with 
a German lady of obscuce birth, he had 
for some years absented himself from 
Italy, and chiefly resided in the French 
dominions. On* the deaths however, of 
his mother, and the high post occupied 
by his friend, the count, at the illustrious 

court 
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court of Savoy, who promised to pra^^ 
cure him an eligible situation under th^^ 
government, he returned vrith his fami— - 
ly, consisting of his wife, on^ son, andu9 
a daughter, into Italy, and took up his^ 
abode at his paternal manMon, ncar^ 
Grosselto, in Tuscany. 

As Rodolphus will bear no inconsider- 
able part in this history, a few striking 
features of his chamcter may now be- " 
thought necessary» to form tl^e judg-^ 
ment of the reader as to his pretenaiotH^ 
for suceeosfttUy, sopplying the place ttT 
sueli an active and proFoimd polttiomi 
as the count Anaelmoj wtuMe loas wa» 
generally lamented. Sigriidr Rodolpbttt' 
possessed great erudition, was well bre4^. 
particularly versed in- the manners of 
the courts of Europe, and thoroughly, 
acquainted with- their various forms ot< 
government. Being also master of seve^ 
ral languages, he was proficient in a. 
florid kind of oratory, which-impercep- 
tibly led^ Without apparent design or 

intention^ 
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^^temion, the disposition of his hearers 
^^ coincide with him in any act that he 
projected; and although naturally pos« 
Messed of a sullen and unforgiving tem- 
per, if ever thwarted in any of his fa- 
vourite pursuits, yet we must attribute 
to him great boldness in his enterprizeSj 
^entertaining a sovereign contempt for 
danger. In this latter trait he resem- 
bled his friend> though with some slight 
difierence: Anselmo's temper partook 
too intt€h of thftt impetuosity of RodoU 
pbiNJb which ofttn rendered him head- 
itrwg and ungovernable, both in his 
words tnd actions : the latter^ more pru« 
dent^ seldom gave way to the heats and 
borsts of passion ; for his quick-sighted 
isgacity endurd him with a presence of 
mind suitable to all emergencies, whilst 
his friend was often too much elated by 
the events that bore a prosperous aspect, 
and too depressed or desponding under 

(hose whose appearance were adverse. 

Rodolphus 
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RodoIpKus never despaired; lio] 
ivays sat triumphant cm his bro\y, t 
every misfortune; and a point 
determined on in his mind^ was ne\ 
linquished ; no^ not even at the I 
of life. Anselmo frequently in^ 
more to the advice of others, wh< 
thought either more sensible; or 
informed on the subject; but Rode 
never; self-confident^ be acted wii 
«itive and determinate firmness; ai 
that account, in the. deranged sts 
the affairs of the country at that p 
Rodolphus was unanimously judg 
be the most able, moat competeni 
cessor of count Anselmo. Such \ 
seemed certainly formed to be i 
belm of the government, wher 
people were beginning to be fa 
and divided^ jealous of the pov 
aristocracy, and yet sunk into s 
state of apathy and indolence, t 
required much foresight, great pruc 



L 
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^cf Strong energy of mind, to rouse 
^'hem to a due sense of their impending 
danger. 

Since the marriage -of Anselmo with 
madame de Montauban, from sonfe in- 
cidental cause, neither Rodolphus or his 
fitnily had visited Vallcroy ; yet not 
from any apparent dilTerence having 
irisen between them, for seldom a week 
>^a$ suffered to elapse, when signior Ro- 
clolpbus was in Tuscany, without Ansel- 
Bio's being a guest at the residence of 
Ws friend. It was now, therefore, on the 
f wtum of the latter from Turin, that be 
immediately wrote to the count,.request- 
inga conference with him, and likewise 
advising the expediency of Anselmo's 
repairing to that capital without loss of 
time, as uiipleasant rumours had been 
circulated much to his disadvantage, and 
the public opinion had of late been 
expressed with great virulence against 
Anselmo, respecting his marriage with 
the widow of general de ^ontauban, 

together 
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together with retiring from office wh^ 
his. services were most required by h,^ 
country. Rodolphus thought it, there 
fore, highly proper, he said^ that hi 
friend should appear in person at tin 
court of Savoy, to refute the injuriou- 
charge against his honour, and repel tin 
foul aspersions of his character. 

The contents of this letter no Jesi 
agitated than astonished the count, be 
cause four years had been suffered tc 
expire since those events had taken 
place, and until this period not even the 
slightest sound of defamation's voice 
had ever reached the knowledge of An- 
selrho; but being now undoubtedly 
traduced, and by that, means his cha- 
racter materially injured, the count also 
thought it advisable immediately to set 
out for Turin, and to solicit an interview 
with the duke of Savoy, for the purpose 
of procuring, if possible, the names of 
those persons by whom he had been ca- 
lumniated^ 

On 
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€ii his departure from Valleroy, the 
tount and his retinue first proceeded to 
the castle of Rodolphus, where he was 
received with every demonstration of 
fi^endship. On his entrance into^the 
gr^nd hallj, which was hung round with 
Military trophies and other warlike en- 
signs, he was welcomed by the wife of 
^odolphus and her son, an elegant 
young man, then in his twentieth year, 
and in person and manners greatly re- 
^mWitig his father. Ernestine RodoU 
phns had been aa officer in the same 
J'cgiment with Albert de Montauban, yet 
^0 cordiality subsisted between them ; 
mdeexl a most disdainful conduct had 

^Jcen manifested towards each other ; and 

• 

^^ consequence of that, and a recent 
^ttarrel, Rodolphus challenged Albert: 
they fought, and the latter being 
^ounded^ as was then supposed serious- 
'y> prince Eugene, from the great re- 
'J^ct he entertained for Montauban, or- 
«crcd that his antagonist should be im- 

med\a\tV^ 
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mediately cashiered ; and therefore R* 
dolphus thus retired from the army ' 
disgust. 

Anselpio having been apprized by tt 
eld^r Rodolphus of the ditmstrous tern 
nation of the duel^ and of the resignatic 
of his sou in consequence of it^ he a 
'dressed a very severe and sarcastic lett 
on the subject to Albert, who, higli 
incensed at such an unjust remonstran 
from the count, when it was so w 
known that Ernestine Rodolphus was 1 
aggressor, he, in the heat of passi< 
without the aid of reason, or the U 
coni^deration, returned for answer c 
equally spirited and indignant ; and t 
the temerity to reproach Anselmo w 
the undue influence he had contrived 
obtain over his mQther, for the purpi 
of receiving the honour of her hand 
marriage; that his wealth, titles, 1 
splendour of his residence, and the pi 
lie voice of fame, which were all attacl 
to the count, might perhaps be coi 

del 
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tiered by the generality of her sex as 
baubles worthy their acceptance; but 
^hat his mother, a woman endowed with 

^ch superiority of sense and personal 

• > 

accomplishments, the widow, too, of his 
Mer, the late general de Montauban, 
by her they would ever be considered 
^d^ossrand the day, the hour, that wit- 
itessed the solemnization of their nup« 
iiak, had (he believed) fatally consigned 
^ mother to unceasing regret, and to 
eternal misery* 

On the receipt of this letter by the 

count, hfs rage knew no bounds. lie 

'^ade a solemn vow to renounce Albert 

'Or ever, and to deprive him of all claims 

^ his fortune and estates, which, in 

^''der the more enectiially to gain an 

''^tercst in the heart of Almeria, he had 

^ttledjon her son previous to their mar- 

T^^ge. This determination of the coutit 

Vas sent in his own hand-writing to 

.^ontauban^ with this injunction like- 

V^ise — " Thai at his peril, he should ne* 

toL. I. o ver 



'^er a^ain dai^e to appear at Valleroy, oi 
any ^tcount whatever; that if he wa 
seen, even in the precincts of that place 
Jiis life should be the atonement for h: 
audacity." 

This dreadfiJ -mandate did not in th 
'iea«t terrify or come unexpected to AT- 
bert: yet he deeply Vfegretted the cor 
sequent deprivation of his enjoying tin 
society x)f his beloved iriother; froi 
another cirdumstance, too, he inWardl 
reproached hi^nself with having been tlr: 
occasion of^uch a severe sentence froi 
ihe count Anselmo; yet his pride rose ^ 

• • • 

predorarnant to every consideration ^ 
personal interest, that any acknowledge 
ment, or confession of error, was deem^ 
by Albert as derogatory to his honoii i 
and to him far dearer than life itself. 

Thence was it to be ascribed the noir: 
receival of letters from him at Valleroy 
be had oft written to his mother, but ^ 
oft were they intercepted by the coun^ 

' ■ • * 

and no coinmunication whatever, direcr^ 






i 



ed (0 her« was to be delivered without 
l^is <e;cpress pertnission 6r$t obtained, 
^d examinii^ their contents. ; Anselmo 
wa&ccrtainrly so Tarpriui^ent in not mak- 
ing known to the countess t-be displea- 
sune be feit tows^rds her son, who 'bad 
tver been j*egard^ by the count with 
jealousy 9nd suspicion ; and the late in- 
A*g«ity he ^ad received, confirmed 
'''^lie stropgly the ai^rsion Anselrao bad 
l^efore entertained of htm. The renun^ 
^utioD of Albiert, ^UkI denial of access to 
^ht G^ustle, • was -the ostensible mdtive 
^Wch actuated the count to send for 
^Itsanor from the imonastcry, in hope? 
*twit her soft mwnersi her mild and 
^*l)liging beha^'iiour, would tend to con- 
sole the mind of the countess, and di- 
^*^rt from the uneasiness which had pos^ 
^^ssedit, by the, protracted absence of her 

A few wedks previous to the departure 
^ Ansebno for Savoy, the presence ot 
^ontaliban !:^'as rctquired at T^n, to 

G 2 Mlet^Oi 
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« 

attend a. military oowncil. He therefe 
kft his regiment in the suit of priri' 
Eugene ; and on their arrival at tlie cap 
tal, his royal highness immediatcly'intr- 
duced our young hero at court, with s 
express recommendation, for hisl)raye 
and his good deportment, since he hs 
beefi under his command; .and in ce^ 
sequence, Albert de Montauban was mcp 
graciously received by the duke ^ 
-Savoy, who deeply deplored the loss tb 
army had sustained from his father 
death, and yet the more for the oQci 
sion that unhappily had produced th: 
event. The duke then went 6n to sa j 
*' That every method had been r^ 
jsorted to, from which thfey might hof 
io discover the calumniators of the d^i 
xeased general, in. whose cause tb 
country had of late been particularly il 
lerested." The name of the count Ans^ 
mo was then mentioned by the dul^ 
- with e^Ltreme displeasure, and some e^ 
plaqation concerning him 0(emed to t: 
, expects 



expected from Albert. Revenge w»- 
now in hb power ; yet did the upright 
mni of the young soldier scorn to in- 
dulge in his breasi so unfair and unman- 
ly agratification^ as that of injuring the 
I'eputation of the absent. On the con* 
trary^ in answer to his sovereign^ Mont- 
aubaa soi^ght to palliate even the indis- 
cretioDs of Anselmo, by saying, his 
Mth certainly required repose and re- 
tixement ; and as to the marriage of his 
another with the county he thought 
)^r affection mutual— gratitude actua* 
^'ftg the one, sincere love the other. 

It would not have been possible for 
•^nselmo at this juncture to have had a 
n)ore powerful advocate than Albert de> 
^ontaubadV w^hpse character, at thi&i 
^arly age, and short period of being in 
^hearmy, bad risen high in the estima-- 
^ion of his profession, and entitled him 
^0 the gratitude of his countrymen; but. 
^hat had tended more than all to endear 
him to these, and to cUini his'sovereign's. 

c 3 ' \h?LUte^ 
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thanks; was his signal prowess in pres 
ing the valuable life of his royal c 
mander. At the comttiencement of 
career, Albert was ordered, with a det 
meAt of Piedmotitipte troops, to n 
a jsortie from the fortress of Mootmel 
an^d duriitg: the time ihe wtts success! 
engaged with the enemy, Miontai 
observed at- a distance prince Bug 
who was arriving with only two- a? 
dants, to inspect the fortress in disgi 
sti>rraunpded by a party of Frenchr 
who had been laying iti ambush an 
some vineyards. With an incredible 
locity, Albert immediately mounted 
charger of a French officer whom he 
v^Ouhded/ hi^ own having been she 
the rencouhfer, and hastened to th< 
sistai!ice of the prince. Plunging thrc 
the ranks of the enemy, and dea 
d^stmctiom with his sabre to tJ 
who opposed' his progress, Montai 
aVriv^d just irt time to ward off f 
Ms defenceless chieftain th^ deadly I 



that Was levelled at him, and to bear/ 
hifff ofi* triumphantly from th^ dastardly;, 
^he astonished qrevf. One of tl>e fol- 
lowers of the prince was slain; but thi9i 
other^ through Jhe valour of Montaiil)»n,. 
leaped in safety^ 

KaviDg experienced the most drstin- 
guishf^d marks of royal favour during 
kissbortresidence ar the capital, ^Iberr 
I'^joined his regiment^ which was then in 
the neighbourhood of Turtn^ they having 
^otne time previous been compelled to* 
evacuate the fortress of Montmelian». 
trough failure of the necessary supplies, 
^ a. contagious moftality reigning ^ 
amongst the tfoops of the garrison. 

In returnifig to the reception, count 
^nselm:a. met at the castle of Ilodolphus^ 

• 

^^ may suffice to ^j,. no expence wa» 
spared by which its inhabitants could 
^monstrate the cordiality and the fiiend* 

^hip which subsisted between tbem^ Sig* 

• 

^or Rpdolphus, who had been enjoying 
^he sports o£ the chace, now arrived to* 

c 4 wekOiXBe^ 
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vrelcome the count ; he was then in 
close conrerence with Ernestine in fhe 
saloon, who (his mother having retired 
to give orders to the domestics) was in- 
forming Anselmo, with deep concern, 
from a promise of secrecy, of the fatal 
cause of the quarrel between him and 
Montauban. On the entrance of his 
father^ Ernestine abruptly changed the 
conversation, vet not without an inticna* 
lion to resume it that night, if Ansel- 
mo would permit him to enter his apart- 
ment* 

The usual compliments and expres* 
aions of kindness at the meeting of the 
friends being over^ and aft#* their having 
taken refreshment the best the castle 
could aiTord, Rodolphus requested a pri- 
vate conference with the count, who in* 
stantly followed him \o the library, and 
where they remained in close converse 
for several hours. On re-eptering the 
saloon, Rodolphus sought by various 
ways to amuse hi| friend^ appiearing at 
theMtnt Xivci^ unusuaUy |;;xn ;\x^d «\)ortive. 
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• 

^ot SO Ansel mb ; a deep and profound 
^skncholy, hung over his brow; his 
^deas were often so abstracted^ and bis 
^'nd 80 completely absent from the pre- 
^tscene of mirtb^ that it required much.. 
foresight^ and tl|e g];eatest prudence^ ^ 
in the master of the mansioUj to pre* 
vent his guest from uttering exclamations 
which it seemed Rodolphus thought bet- 
ter should be concealed. His daughter 
lavigna^ a pleasing girlj just ^emerged . 
into fashionable Ufa from )he confines - 
of a monastery, was now therefore com- 
manded by her father to exerl likewise 
her powers of vocal fascination^ in the 
hope that mu^c'spowerfnl chanpn would . 
tend to divert the cq^nt from his reverie. 
A jnation^l air^ desci^ibing the love of an 
Alpine shepherd for. his mistress, . was, 
then sung*by Lavigna, with much pathos, 
and judgment. The melody of the com- 
PositioUi though simple, /was beautifully 
pathetic, yet it cQuld not sooth or calm. 
^J^e contending agpnigs ?;^i?.ting.;in the^ 

06 . breast 
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bfeast of Anseltno. R^dolphm perceir- 
ivtg the evident uneasiness of his frienft^ 
imitiediately ordered lighrs ro be 
bfdiVght, and then cowducted the count 
id hiki apof fmeiif. A su?l^n silence w^ 
oMcrr^d by AmeUmb towards Rodolphu^ 
wbt^^'Ott leaving him, excfeittwd-^" Arc 
yob ti mzn ? Jf you are, you do mit be- 
have like one." The eoant, kowever, 
heeded not this abrupt and lungular 
question ofRodolphuSp who, o^ finfdi>ng 
his friertd so completely lost in thought^ 
and disposed for Solitude^ left him to 
hh meditations'. 

Shortly after, Erncslin^, vrho was true 
to his appointment wilh the count, 
knocked softly at the door of his eham« 
Veri having waited seme time in- expec« 
liition of admfttamre, a second signal was 
given by him, and then endeavoured to 
open it ; but on finding it locked, he lis^ 
lened, and fancied he heard the voice of 
Anselmo, apparently moaning in great 
anguish. In the intervals of the sudden 

^w(s 



i 



gasf9 of wimd, which kept blostcrti^. 

through the casements^ and wbtstlcd 

a)on^ tbe hall .with cilsmal sounds ir was 

I'cpeatcd witk greater . agany» '< My 

hti^**' now ejaculated Ernestine^ with 

emation^./' are you indisposed? I en- 

^fCkt yon suflSejr me Co be a sharer in 

yoor gf lef^ from wl^tever cause it un* 

'happily arises*" No answer was howcTcr 

I'^tMffied to this kind intention oF the 

youth to the county who theiefbre finding 

^it eyposlulation useless^ aoid supposing' 

the leason to be Ansel mo *s siidden and 

alarming iUness^ hastily descended la the 

^lodn^ with 41 communication to his fa* 

theror their guest's. indisposition. Ro* 

dolphns^ who had so recently parted from 

hi^* friend in perfect health, except being 

mentally argitxilted> for which he knew 

that solitude was the only remedy^ ahd; 

mosteffioientxur&&ir:hiii(t> began there^ 

fore to smile at these ridlcaious fears of 

his son, fis hq termed it, and perempto 

rily commanded that the count Anselmo 

.1,1 i^ c Q siiOuVJi 
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should not again be disturbed from hit ^ 
reptee. 

In the morning, the family having me0 
at the breakfast-table^ and no appearances 
of the county Rodolphus then orde^ipg^ 
one of his servants to apprize Anselmo o£ 
the lateness of the hour^ was informed by^ 
the domestic that the count hadfalready 
taken his departure for Turin, without 
any of his attendants, who bad, however, 
been desired to follow him with all con- 
venient speed. Rodolphus inquiring of 
his servant whether the count had pro- 
ceeded in his carriage ? wa^ answered, 
*' No, my lord, on horseback.*' This . 
strange and unexpected retreat of An- 
selmo produced no surprise from Ro- 
dolphus, who was accustomed to these ' 
singular flightspf his friend; everj thing,^ 
therefore, in a few hours, appeared 
Restored 'in this mani^on to its usual or- 
der and serenity. 
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chap; VIII. 

^Wstic kappineasi thou only bCsB 

<>f FtokliM that has survived the fj» ! 

^'^h few now taste thet tmimpair'd and pof«> 

^ tisiiiij^ long tfooy thee y tpo infirmy 

^ (00 incaBUQuSy tp preserve, tlij eweets • : . 

Uaoux'd with^lrope of bitter, whTch neglect 

Or temper sheds into thy crystal cup. Cowr£»« 

< ...'»■ 

^ • 

Wi will now- leave Aiiselmo to vieit the 
castle of Valleroy, where joy brighten* 
^ the counler.'^nce of its inbj^Ipiitants,* 
from the appearance of our jDuthfiU 
varrior^ whose }>re3ence had so greatly, 
cheered the afflicted heart of his mother., 
We ha.ve likewise to say^ that her anxiety 
respecting tt>e fate of Eleanor was soon 

terminated^ 
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termfnated, by the second arrival of her 
son at Valleroy with the fair fugitivr^ 
On re-entering the sa!f>on, Albert con- 
ducted the blushing girl to the anps of 
the countess, who received her with un- 
feigned pleasure and cordiality. Having 
been apprized ■ by Mantauban of the 
alarm that her absence had produced at 
the castle, and acquainting biin with the 
real cause of her, flight,' eoafuse4.ond 
agitated upovff the occasion, Eleanor 
possessed not the power,: nor had : the 
inclinatioiT, to 'defend heF 9pff¥gwlstt ren- 
duct ;' the task, the pleasing ta$H:, of be- 
ing her advocate^ it! ronsequence* <^'as 
undertaken by Albert. ^Ile candidly 
sfatec! ti> his mdtlW; tha^ttielartieiti** 
staDtaneous fear which lifekl conir^^red« 
her yotfftg friend to fiy f? 6n> 'the c^vern,^ 
afdtliated : likewise fo prevent her knovr-* 
ihg thb:l6i^litVg p&th to Yalteray. " Wail- 
dering amoftg the tnotirttaiA^, vaittty* 
seeking for the habitiaftton of soiYi^f'hliA' 
ra^n temg to 'dii^ct her <d 'tht caftlle;' 
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and night fast advjmcmg, yoa caii welt 
imagine/' coirtmned Albert to the 
conntess, ** the increasing terror of 
Eleanor in such a situation:; but Provi- 
dence, ivhrcii never faik to protect the 
innoceaty at last dii^ected iier to the 
cottage of «i aged shepherdess, near the 
monastery of Santa Maria, where, be* 
ing almost exhausted with fatigue, &iie 
l^iiocked at the door, requesting admit- 
tance. On hearing the sound of a fe- 
male voice^ the otd wonian, wrrh Het 
daughter, (a young girl about fifteen* 
ycarsof age,) came out, and upon com- 
rotmicating her sityoa^tion, kintiiy offeredii 
her tbteir assistance. Your lovely charge, 
rtadara,^' continued Albert, ''^ was then' 
led into their little dwelling, and from 
ihcm recei\^d the mosi hospitable treat- 
tncnt. The road. I: took to gain the mo- 
ivastiR*y necessarily^ obliged rae to pass 
that very co4t3ge ; and on aKghtm^ 
^ froRi my horse, \xs make inqoiry for the- 
shortest way to Saiita Maria, I here mi et, 

with 



\. 
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with pleasure unexpected, thd object of. 
my search, dearest Eleanor." Confused, 
however, at having called her by so 
^ familiar an apellation^ Albert was unable 
to continue the recital. The remainder 
of k was therefore. left to Eleanor,, who, 
with tpuch sweetness of voice, her pe* 
culiar characteristic, acknowledge^ the 
obligation she felt for his kind care, m 
conducting her from the cottage to Val-, 
leroy, and the delight she experiencccl 
at being again restored to her benefac*: 
tress. . i 

The countess Anselmo being ntrw re- 
lieved from those agonizing fears re* 
specting the fate of her son and Eleanor^., 
which had likewise so truly distressed' 
her, became not only cheerful, but en*- 
• ^ j^y^ f^^ several hours, rn their society,, 
happiness devoid of inward sorrow — the*. 
Utter too long the companion of the ami^. 
ableAlmeria. Montauban, however, bad 
accomplished more in that day, from the 
speed with whicb he had gerforraed . bia 

journey » 



I 
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journey, than his strength would permit, 
considering the effects^ of the recent 
duel between him and Rodolphns^ and 
the acute pain experienced from hi» 
wound. The! ball had perforated his 
right shoulder^ and from too great fa- 
i tigne began to bleed afresh. For some 
I time, Albert endeavoured to conceal the 
* eflusran, by twisting a handkerchief 

• 

round it, and pretending drowsiness, 
that be might be permitted to retire 
soon :tO' his apartment. The countess, 
on perceiving his wan and pallid coun* 
tenance, immediately ordered lights to 
be brought for that purpose; and on 
Mootauban's taking leave of his mother 
^ her protegee, to the latter addressing 
bjmself with peculiar softness, Eleanor^ 
whoihad hitherto been afraid of encoun* 
tering the expressive looks of the young 
soldier, now ventured to raise her-down- 
cast eyes, to return his salutation, when, 
with a loolj of extreme terror, she ex* 
claimed—^' Oh Heaven> I am the unhap- 



py cause of all this;" and with i 
faintness continue^— :" therefore sh 
be for ev^r miserable." The sui-pri 
the countess, frotti.such; ineoherejit 
tertces proceeding from the lips ofJ 
nor, could only be equalled by ob 
ing in an instant afterwards that sht 
fallen lifeless into the arms of Moi 
ban. 

Iir. a moment of such constcrna 
Albert became forgetful of every t 
arojund him but tbe lovely orphan- 
tore off' the handkerchief from. bia 
aai with evident, distractioa of; i 
declared be would never survive 
los&i. The mother's amazement was 
changed into horror, on observing 
her son was wounded, and appard 
too, bereft of .seDse>. whilst witU li 
prcssible agony^ lie' pressed to his 1 
the dcathrJSke form of Eleanor, who 
remaified in. a state of im;?nsibility. 
countess immedit^tely rang the breL 
assistance; and <Ji\f^tb^ domestics all 



0^1 ing the sumj^ions, they were scarcely* 
li»l less (errifiod than their mistress, who, 
wirh Imploring looks &nd beseeching ac- 
ccnfs, was then persuading Albert to 
'wve Eleanor to her care*, that he inight 
himself receive the aid he stbod so much 
i/i need of. 

The firsi that entered the saloon wai 
the servant of Montauban: he likewise 
entreated his master to accede to the 
wishes of the countess — " Dear sir/' 
continued fhd poor fellow, •* pray suffer 
nje to lead you to your chamber ; in-^ 
deed yoti are very ill/'* This last ex- 
pression had the effect of recalling to 
animation the'fainting Eleanor; she sigh- 
ed tfefeply, but being too fatally con- 
winced of the assertion of the domestic, 
again hid herself in his bosom, and burst 
into a flood of tears^ 

Montauban perceiving that she was re- 
covering, now consigned her to the pro- 
tecliori of his mother ; t6 whom, in hopes 
of cbn^oling her/ h0 pronciiinced'with 

cheerfulness. 



cheerfulness^ that his indisposition 
be triflings was he but relieved of tb< 
he entertained of Eleanor's. The ap] 
mutual regard of these young peof 
each other/ during the short space 
few hours acquaintance, appeared 
so astDnishing, and to the count 
perfectly unintelligible^ that it wa 
difficulty she could find words ag 
solicit^ if the entreaties4)C a paren 
at all to be respected, that be woi 
tire to his. apartment. Almeria lil 
informed the object of her solic 
that a monk (fom an adjacent ce 
\yas sent for expre^ly to attend or 
being well skilled in the art of si 
and simples^—'* By whatever raal 
hand you have received your vs 
dear Albert^" Continued the coi 
'^ rest assured that a mother's p 
for the restoration of the health i 
son will npit be unavailing.*' — " 
madam/* answered the agitated 
auban* " you must pray for the ret 
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vfEIeanor, for on her life depends that 
of your Albert's." When immediately^ 
without waiting for a reply, Montauban, 
offended by Lupinb, left the saloon; and 
on repairing to his chamber, there 
awaited the arrival of the stranger, from 
/whom however he vainly hoped for re- 
lief. Mental anguish was the real wound 
^hich tormented the gallant soldier ; and 
that malady, with only human foresight, 
appeared to him without a remedy. 

It has been said,~ti>iat perfection of 
character, were it possible to describe it, 
ought not to be represented; its very 
ireatness, and the utter impossibility of 
acquiring that heavenly attribute here 
•on earth, woflld probably deter the 
wader from endeavouring to attain it; 
«uch might amaze the mind, dazzle the 
understanding, and attract the attention 
for a season, but of such a season would 
be the termination of its existence. For 
^he sake of example, necessity imposes 
the task of •portraying faults, jas well as 

displaying 



displaying virtues, and that the htt^ 
,shouId preponderate is^as just as honoiit^ 
able to the feelings of an author, who 
always should endeavour, even amU^ 
the lighter sallies of wit and humour, to 
inculcate morality, excite emulation, jiiid 
at the same time, whilst tivjy ple^e <lue. 
imagination, they may instruct and make 
the heart glow with the sentiments orf 
virtue and distinguished goodness. Ill 
delineating, therefore, the character of 
Albert, although we shall find morc.a^^ 
tions worthy of praise than to condemji^ 
we shall likewise, being but in th^ 
sphere of moVtality, fi«d many deserving 
of cei>sure. His disposition, generous 
and noble, was, however, unforgiving, 
in those instances where he thought his 
honour sustained an injury; for then, 
not even the savage lion, who extiits in 
human prey, could equal the fury or 
Montauban,, when aroused to it by fell 
ingralitude or supposed insult. 

This lamentable trait of ciiaracter had 

now 
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tioyf then an opportunity, too fatally 
^br hk own peacdi of fully displaying 
it$e\f, from the arrival of the stranger, 
ivho, Qn lifting up his cowl, .discover- 
ed himself 4o be the friend of the connt 
Ansclmo, the monk Lodovico. Sur- 
. prise, indignation, arising even to ab- 
liorrence, sVyelledJn the breast of Ai- 
. 4ert, at the unexpected sight of this 
^ tnan, Lodovico being but too well 
i bowii to him. " Well, sir," said Mont- 
■ Btiban, Ivith peculiar dignity and con- 
tempt marked on his countenance, " to 
Vfbom am I to consider myself indebted 
for thi honour of your attendance ?'*^^ 
** To your mother, sir," replied the 
monk, with a seeming servility in his 
aspect, although inwardly hurt at such a 
deception; and on perceiving the rising 
indignation of Albert atthis iriformation, 
continued, in a less pleasing tone of 
voice — " Humanity, young soldier, was 
the watch-word that brought me here; 
but insolence^ I ttow understand, is the 

eountersign/' 
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cq^mtersign."— '' Humanity' !" retort< 
Montauban* with irony, " which yc 
have never practised, and know n 
what it means ; away then with the an 
biguous phrase, and let your oracle 1 
understood." To this singular rep 
and insinuation of Albert, respecting tl 
motive which could have induced ti 
monk to visit him, no answer was r 
turned. Lodovicp .arose from his ses 
and with one look he darted at Mon 
auban, in which was mingled contemp 
rag^,. and despair, he instantly quittc 
the apartment. 

On descending into the hall, Lodovi< 
met the countess Auselmo. Her affe< 
tionate inquiries of the state of her son 
health was replied to by the monk wii 
every apparent mark of friendshlp- 
*' Rest, rest, my dear lady/' said he, *' 
all that your son. now requires.: ga 
volatile, and heedless of any danger ari 
ing from his indiscretion, he has pe 
formed a journey in one day which 

• prudei 
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prqdent man would only have under- 
tAen to have done in three: it has 
therefore brought on a slight inflain- 
in^tign in the wound ; perfect repose, 
however, both of mental and bodily fa- 
tigue, will, I think, eflfect a speedy cure. 
At all times," continued Lodovico, bow- 
ing with great respect, " my advice 
9nd services are at your command : in- 
deed, no greater pleasure could be con* 
ferred on me, by my noble friends at 
Valleroy, than to be. enabled to prove 
this asseveration." An inquiry was then 
made by the monk after the health of 
their protegee; and on hearing from 
the countess that Eleanor, although far 
from being recovered, was yet more 
composed and easy in her mind^ Lo*> 
^ovico again took his departure for the 
nionastery. 

To account for the unpleasant recep« 

tion he had met with from Montauban^ 

it will be necessary to relate some past 

VOL.1. H events 
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•events which had taken place at 
caistle, during the former visit of A 
toValleroy. 



C] 
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CHAP. IX. 

^' ^'di ! ut peri ! ut me malus absttUit aror. Vuiciz.. 

liow have I yielded to die dear delosioii ! 
I saw, and seeing, was nndoiie for eriv. 



Nought under iieaven so strongly doth allure 
The sense of man, and all his mind, possess^ 
As beauty's lovely bait; that doth procure 
Groat warriors of their rigour to repress. 
And mighty hairal forget their manliness, 
Drawn with the power of an heart-robbing eye. 
And wrapt in fetters of golden tress, 
That can with melting pleasures mollify 
Their hardenM hearts, inur'd to blood and cruelty. 

Bpencxb. 

^T the celebration of a yearly festival 
^f the sanctuary nf Santa Maria^ the 

»2 -grates 
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grates were thrown open fpr tlie adm 
tance of strangers. Our young soldi 
having therefore expressed a wish 
he a spectator of the solemn ceremor 
of the high mass, St. OrviUe, who w 
likewise a visitor at the castle, readi 
consented to accompany him. 

On their entrance into the chapel, t 
vaulted roofs were re-echoing the sublit 
devotional strain' " Del Festivo d' Dii 
then performing, replete with heaver 
harmony, by the holy sisterhood. T 
great ahar, shaded by curtains of sih 
tissue, decorated with wreaths of flowe 
and surrounded' with resplendent tape 
fumed delicious odours from its burn! 
incense; the marble walls, beautifu 
ornamented with Mosaic mouldin 
•were divided by palisades of massive i 
ver, adorned with the finest tapestry, 2 
tastefully embellished with paintings 
the most celebrated Italian masters. 1 
;gothic windows were likewise hung vt 
drapery ef silver-tissue^ and the cham 

li 
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«^rs and censers of gold, ornamented 
^itb the most precious stones, and in- 
teriningled with silver lamps^ reflected 
•'teling, inexpressible lustre through* 
out the whole of Ihis ancient and noble 
edifice. 

To the mind ef Albert dc Montauban 
H afforded the most exlited pleasure ; 
Meed, the witnessing of such a solem- 
*»ity cannot fail of inspiring every be- 
Mder with the noblest feeling of the 
tie»t*^grfttitude towards his God. Ou 
every countenance sat the shadow of the 
Divinity^ with benignant influence on 
iHi save one solitary nu>nk| who, as be 
iept leaning against an adjoining pillar^ 
looked the image of Despair; To him, 
indeed, the soothing power of religious- 
rites, and consolation of devotion, ap- 
peared wholly to have lost their charms, 
»or, for an instant, was it able to sur- 
mount the melancholy gloom which 
hung over his brow. The majestic 
^ure of the man, and the singularity of 

h3 his 



his appearance^ soon arrested the atten^ 
tion of Montauban and his uncle. *' Do 
you not observe," said Albert, " that 
poor monk by yon pillar ? he seeme 
strangely affected. On whom 'are his 
eyes fixed with such mournful aspect ?'* 
-— " See you no!,'* replied his relation^ 
'^ that lady seated near the great altar;^ 
dressed in white^ unveiled, andattendeA 
by one of the noviciates, who is novr 
addressing herself to her ?"--*' 1 do, sir/* 
answered Montauban, ^' and tiitnk her urn 
angel: I never saw a moce seraphic» m^ 
more angelic countenance.*'—**' W«Np 
then/; continued St, OrvilW, '' to her 
are they direc^fefdj whose beautyi I think 
with you, certafaily surpasses any otmat^ 
tal mould," 

Before the conclusioor of the service^ 
the object of their admiration, with htt 
companion, prepared to leave the cha* 
pel. Montauban was in an agony ; one 
moment, thought he, and she will be 
lost to my sight for ever. He sprung 

front 



iromlis seat and followed hen As they. 
gained the door which led into the inte- 
rbr of the monastery, fn>m th^ young, 
lady's alarm on observing she was pur- 
sued by a stranger^ she let fall her cru« 
cifix^ Albert instantly caught up the 
prize, pressed it to his bosom> and kneel** 
ing, restored tiie precious relic to the 
beautifuL noviciate. With a sweet smile, 
tbe Mfas going to aeknowredge her thanks- 
for bis gallantry, when the monk whom 
Albert had before noticed rushed to- 
Vaids hfm, and snatching hold of the 
luHid of the Fady, instantly disappeared 
vitb her. The iron door then closed 
with violence, to seclude from his sight 
for ever, as he supposed,^ the enchanting 
vestal. 

The impetuous youth berng highly 

incensed at the intrusion, and the indigo 

fiity he had received . from the holy fa* 

ther, began therefore to breathe forth. 

imprecations against him of the most 

sacrilegiQ4is nature ; and coucludingi from 

H 1 the 
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the monk's gaining admittance into the 
convent, that he was a' confessofj he 
loudly condemned the whole commu- 
tjify* After some time passed in this 
useless indulgence of his rage, and con- 
vinced that no hope remained of again 
beholding the object of his admiratton, 
Albert endeavoured to retrace his step^ 
into the choir of. the chapel/ to rejoitt 
his uncle. By the light of a single lamp/ 
which hung over the figure of a saint, 
find kepi gilmm^Httff ftt a diistance* h# 
purfcxifd hi» way along one gf the aiflet, 
at the same time remarking with aato*^ 
nishnyent the sudden gloom with which 
the place was enveloped, when it had 
veeently presented so splendid an ap<* 
pearance. Not a human creature wasi to 
be seen^ nor a single footstep to be 
heard. The farther he advanced the 
moire dismal and forlorn did every sur-* 
rounding object appear. Albert then; 
began to think, and not before, of the 
very unpleasant, the dangerous situation, 

into 
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intQwhich^ from his imprudence, he had 
brought himself^ for it vius evident, 
that during his^pur^uit after the holy- 
sister and her young companion, the 
chapel had been cleared of its votaries, 
dfld the doors closed. 

MoQtauban^ then reflected on the great 

QQeasiness his flight must have occasion^- 

cdhis uncle, and the anxiety his friends 

^ould entertain for * his safety ; well 

luiowing, that if he was' found in the 

mctuary by any of the conventuala, 

BOW the, service was concluded, his life 

Would be the sacriflce. Certain danger 

will intimidate the most courageous 

kfeirt. Albert felt ashamed of his fearsf, 

yet could not conquer them. On turning 

trough one of the arches, he was left ia 

.total darkness. Montauban then thought 

It best to ret ur a' and take the lamp, ithe 

%ht of which might perhaps discover 

• *ome secret door that would extricate 

Wm ojit of the chapel. , , 

In hollow m.urmurs,.tbe wiiid resound*^ 

h5 e4 
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ed through the^ long aistl^ and * d 

vaults of the sanctuary : the faint 

of the mooui which began to be 

cernible from its gothic windows, 

tepded, however, to add fresh-horrc 

the scene. Funereal* implements, 

numents of 5ome of the departed s; 

hood of Santa Maria^ and the unw 

figures of the saints^ which were pi 

in niches along the aisles> were the 

objects to be perceived-by him. In 

did be endeavour to approach the h 

it was not' again to be found ; and 

servingi likewise, that the farther hi 

vanced in searcbof it, the more gloi 

if possible/ did ev^ry thing appear, 

berf determined quietly to await 

evil he could not avoid.^ He- sat d 

on a projection of one of the colui 

and fixing his eyes on si^ distant wine 

through which the moon now darted 

.ny« Witt) stronger Ughts and' increa 

splendour, began to invoke • every g 

spirit to bless him I once again with 
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. sight of (he lady^ who had so fascinated 
his senses that he imagined he could en* 
s dure even the greatest torments vfith 
composure^ and^^with rapture, if the re- 
>yard. would* only be one look of pity • 
from the woman he loved. 

The bell of the convent now struck 
the midnight hour: shortly after, to the 
astonishment of Montaub^n, he saw the 
light which had before so miraculously 
duded him ; no longer,, however, sta- 
tionary, for it began to advance slowly 
towards that part of the sanctuary in 
which he was seated. Alarmed at this 
circumstance, Albert instantly arose^ 
and with faltering step; recededto some 
distance, which enabled him to follow 
^be lamp without danger of discovery. 
On turning through one of the arches, 
the light, however, passed him with ereat 
quickiless, but not before he had suf- 
ficient time to-recognize, in the person 
^bo held it, the same monk who had 
attracted bis attention in the chapel dur^ 

H 6 ing. 
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mg service, and who had so forcibly in* 
terrupted his intercourse with 'the no* 
viciate of Santa Maria. 

The third appearance of this man, at 
such an hour, and n^ar^the same spo'' 
in which he had at first beheld him. 
struck Albert with the conviction, tha^ 
the monk likewise had felt the power o 
her charms, and from being actuated b]p 
je;ilousy^ was then come to satiate his 
revenge by assassination. Contending 
emotions agitated the breast of the 
youth, at the idea of falling by the hand 
of a single ruffian, with whom, had Al- 
bert been armed, by any means of de- 
fence, he would, in such a contest, have 
been more than equal, in point of va- 
lour, strength, and skill. 

At one moment he determined to 
disclose himself, by mentioning his name 
and family, in the hope of intimfdating 
the confessor, by daring him to the atro- 
cious deed ; at another, by some plau« 
sible story of distress^ and grief at so 

unjust 
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Ofljast a confinement^ to move his corn- 
passion. Whilst Albert was revolving 
these points severally in his mind, the 
object of his alarm continued to move' 
with much rapidity, and> on advancing 
towards an iron gr^e at the end of one 
of the cloisters, he observed him kneel 
on approaching the image of a saint/ 
and on rising, to take from behind the . 
figure a key, with which he opened the 
V^it. Montauban drew nearer, suppo- 
^'ng that it was a subterraneous passage 
^bich led into the mountains; but in 
that he was disappointed ; the iron door, 
^i^king on its hinges, an immense 
^^ight, closed %vith violence ; the monk 
^ben descended a few steps, and, by the 
^y of light which fell from the lamp, 
Albert discovered it to be a cemetery. 
Evefy hope then vanished of effecting 
^ia escape: the confessor, on entering 
*^ta that place of death, disappeared in 
^n instant, and again was Montauban 
^ft in total darkness. 
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No gleam of moonshine then broke 
through the dismal structure to guide 
the wanderer to^ a place of repose ; the 
windj blustering through the antique 
windows,, with mournful sound echoed 
along the cloiistenill^^.intervalsy groans* 
were distinctly heard^ and which seemed 
to issue from the cemetery. In an agony 
of despair, Albert then threw himself om 
the pavement; in that distressful situa«- 
tion, however, no useless repining, or 
violent expressions of anger^ escaped 
his lips ; and a heavy and. unconquerable 
stupor, stealing by degrees over, his sen*- 
ses, soon obliterated every idea of fear> 
by forgetfulness. • 

The well-known, ever-to^be-remem-^ 
bered maximj which should animate 
every human breast, even in the most 
afflicting circumstances— ''Rest on hope,f 
was truly, was fully exemplified, and thai 
in the fate of Albert de Montauban : he. 
who on. lying down on the cold stones^ 
in momentary expectation of feeling 

the 
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riie dagger of a secret assassin, on 
recovering his benumbed faculties^ 
found himself in an elegant apartment^, 
reclining on a couch> and close by his 
»ide, looking at' him with the most inef- 
fiible tendernessj his mother and uncle, 
the countess Anselino and her brother, 
St. Orvilld'. This agreeable and unex- 
pected change was hailed by the young 
man with every expression of joy, and 
great was. his curiosity to learn by what 
fortunate occurrence he had been ex- 
tricated from his perilous situation in 
the chapel. St; Orvill^ readily complied 
with that wish, by acquainting Albert of 
his unsuccessfLil search,- before he had 
ventured to return to the castle with the 
information ofr his flight from the sanc- 
tuary. Count' Anselmo had thought it 
not' improbable that^ actuated by a de- 
sire of viewing the whole of the edifice, 
he might be in^^confi^nement there; and 
pointing out the danger of any person 
b^ngfound in the chapel after jiigh mass 

%as 



100 AK6ELM0. 

was concluded^ had immediately deter^ 
mined them to depart for the raonasteryv 
and that on the arrival of the counters 
and himself at Santa Maria^ by sending 
in their names to the superior^ and the' 
object of thtir mission, every polite ac- 
commodation was offered them^ with an 
order from the abbess for her attendants 
to explore the sanctuary; which being 
complied with directly,^ they had found 
him in the melaneholv state before dc- 
scribed, and with their assistance he had 
had been brought into that apartment* 
After the conclusion of signior Orvill^'s ' 
recital, some time yet elapsed ere they 
were enabled to convey Albert to Vallfi- 
roy ; feigning to be extremely indis- 
posed, in hopes he should again be blest* 
with a sight of the beautiful noviciate 
with whom be was already so deeply 
enamoured, his eyes were constantly 
turned towards the grate, in expecta* 
tion of seeing her pass. The matin ser- 
vice bei^g concluded^ the nuns were 
' ' * returning 
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ref tuning each to their cells; mth the 
utmost attention J Montauban viewed 
them ds they glided by^ but not one an- 
swered the least in description to her he 
so eagerly sought for. Disappointed, 
therefore, m that hope, he almost ex- 
claimed aloud-—" Visionary idea ! pre* 
sumptuous mortal I to expect on earth 

' ftn angel!** Those sentences were not 
lost to^the ear of his uncle, although they 
^«re to his mother, the countess being 
tbfi In conveftation with the »u|^»rr<or 
^fhefoitventi With much significance 
of look and manner, OrvlU^ said ta hit ' 

* uephewi *' I do not think the ^ir of thia 
place agrees with you ; I therefore ad* 
VBe a speedy return to Valleroy ;" whielk 
then obliged Montauban to accede to 
t'*© proposition. 

The midnight adventure, and confine-^ 
ti^^nt of Albert in the sanctuary of San- 
ta Maria, became a subject of much con- 
jccture to the count Anselmo ; the eva- 

■ 

*'vc and contradictocy answers of thfr 
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youth, whenever qtiestioned by hiu 
to the motive of such temerity, crea 
likewise his severe displeasure. Mont 
ban perceived the alteratioJi of- 
count's behaviour towanU him, i 
therefore was the more anxious to le 
the name and family of the fair inc 
nito of the monastery, too plainly f< 
seeing he should not long be permil 
to remain at the castle of Valleroy. C 
tniued perseverance on the part of 
ben, aided Kkewise by hitfaithfiil tenr 
Lupino^ soon crowned bis wishes^ n 
success— her name Eleanor^ and 
adopted daughter of Anselmo. 1 
latter intelligence, however* greatly 
]Nressed and agitated Montauban^ be 
well assured, from the marked iudi 
rence, and anxiety of the count for 1 
to enter into a military life, that his 
tachment tor her was known to Aiii 
mo, and disapproved of« This unp] 
sant reflection could not, however, p 
Kent the youth from continually dire 
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«)g his Steps towards^ the convent^ and 
contriving^ by various devices^ to obtain 
the notice of Eleanor^ by whom Al- 
t>ert soon flattered himself he was regard* 
ti wilh no small degree of partiality/ 

On an' evenings be would sometimes 
repair to the walls of Santa Maria^ dis« 
guised as a shepherd^ and with an oatea 
seed begin playing the most elevated and 
enchanting strains of the pastoral muse*. 
At other times^^ he would exchange 
thai iimple dress for the more secure 
Mie of a female pilgrim, by which he 
M litt enjoyed, the pleasure of con vere* 
lag with her at the convent grate. Mo- 
neaiaryj howoYerj vrat that indulgence. 
Albert^ fancying this religious costume 
^ould prevent fifuspicion^, and therefore 
.escape all observation^ had^ on the third 
jUiprning of h»s adniission to the monas«> 
1^ry> peiiBuaded the timid Eleanor to allow 
him to present to her, and tie tiound her 
iieckj a ribbon^ from which> was suspend- 
ed a. golden heart* atoketn of his fidelity^; 
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at that instant, the same mbnk whoi 
Albert had seen on the night of his coi 
finement in the sanctuary, passed then 
and hastily retired into the conven 
Montauban, mtU much agitation, ii 
quired of Eleanor what situation he hcl 
there ? and on being informed by tt 
lovely orphan that he was fheir confe 
sor, cxGlaimcd, with energy, " Bewa 
of him I I knbw the man !*'— " Not an 
ther word/* bhe softly replied, ** we a 
oNtrv^dj*^ and t^n apeaking alou 
•aid, ** May Heaven guard you, gent 
]^Jgrtm I in my orisons you ahall 1 
remembered." Albert pressed to I 
lips the lovely hand of the novieiate 
silent gratitude. . Words would hia 
been superfluous^ his looks sufficient 
expressed the reverence, the adorati< 
of Montauban, for the arbitress of I 
fate. Eleanor sighed once more 
adieu, which was responsively echo 
in the heart of her lover ; who then s( 
xowfulJy retraced his steps to a nei| 

bouri 
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Iwring cottage, where he again assumed 
bis proper dress. The owners of it, an 
elderly woman and her daughter, (and 
the same before mentioned,) being ^n- 
ttrely in the interest of the youth, afford- 
ed him every consolation. Florise^,' the 
youTJger, who was a vender of fruit to 
the convent, likewise assured Mohtau- 
ban that she could obtain daily intelli- 
gence of the signora, being intimately 
acquainted with the Beguines of Santa 
Maria, (an inferior order of the conven- 
tuals,) and that he might depend on her 
for secresy. 

On Albert's regaining the castle, he was 
met by the count Anselmo, who congra- 
tulated him on his appointment as lieu- 
tenant to one of the principal regiments 
of the Piedmontese troops; the com- 
mission had arrived that morning at Val- 
Jeroy, signed by the duke of Savoy, with 
an order for Montaliban to join the army 
^thout delay, the service of the state 
reqairing every possible exertion to 

renew 



renew and preserve its wonted splendoi 
This command from bis sovereign \ 
«vell knew m-ust be immediately coi 
plied with; Albert, therefore, on reti 
iiig to bis chamber, ^addressed the folloi 
ing letter to Eleanor, as be did n< 
think it prudent to appear so soon agai 
at the monastery. 



^' MY BELOVED ELEANOB, 

*^ The duty I oy^e to my coui 
try, revered Italia! bids me hasten' 
rescue it from the threatened grasp of 
lawless invader; yet,«although honour 
the breastplate of a soldier, love as fa 
protecting shield ; deprived of th 
soul-inspiring sentiment, soon, aim 
would the laurel fade and wither on tt 
hero's brow. Listen, then, ob« listc 
with attention, to wbat my fond bea 
dictates for your welfare. The pc 
trembles in my band; tears of aiigui) 

i 



ANSELHO. 167 

ill my eyes at the thought of absence, 
ind pronouncing farewell to all tny cbe- 
ished hopes ; those hopes, which, I now 
confess, sought to enslave the mind, and^ 
ungenerously -draw forth, ffom the lips 
)f Eleanor, avow, which might embitter 

ill her future days. Yet, amidst all the 

• 

iO]\ all the hardships, to which I may 
!>e exposed, how cheerfully would they be 
endured, if sometimes I could receive 
the pleasing assurance that i was iiot 
}uhe forgotten by her whom my soul 
Jdores ! On the return of every eve, 
^hea religion's hallowed rites call you 
'orth to the sacred altar, will Montaul^an, 
iftidea, be with his Eleanor, will dedi- 
^t it to pray for her felicity. Oh, then, 
let :the warning voice of sincere affec- 
ion entreat, conjure you, to be on your 
piard against pretended friendship- 
he name without the substance; it is 
fall evils the most afflicting in its con* 
^quences. The guileless heart, open, 
enerous, and unsuspectiiig, is too often 

fbtind 
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I 

found to be the prey of duplicity, 
nastic seclusion is not always a { 
tion to youth and beauty^ for vice 
more dangerous when concealed 
the specious garb of virtue. 

" To-morrow I depart from Val 
deny me not thenr beloved &lean< 
melancholy satisfaction of once 
seeing you, and receiving from y 
fiat of my fate — the happiness^ or 
misery, of 

'* Al.B£RT J>E MONTA 



This letter had a safe conduc 
the young Florisee, who, conceal 
amidst the flowers of an elegan 
qUet, presented it to her at the c( 
grate; and* although Albert. had n 
mission of the count Anselmo to 
his visit at the castle, he had on 
his adopted daughter to visit San 
ria, at some future period ; accom 
with every testimony of her rega 

ven( 
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Tcneration for the gallant soldier. Fears 
/or the personal safety of Albert induced 
Eleanor, at that time, to forego the plea- 
wreof another interview with her lover, 
some suspicion having arisen among«t the 
conventuals respecting his assumed dis- 
guise. Montauban, who had therefore 
been anxiously waiting at the cottage of 
oldFlorisee for the return of her daugh- 
ter from the monasterv, received this 
Jatler intelligence with great despon- 
dency ; yet, as it conveyed to him the 
hope of meeting with his Eleanor at 
some distant period, her injunction was 
obevcd. The few lines which she had 
.contrived to write with her pencil, and 
to send back by Florisee, containing 
fervent wishes for his happiness, and 
thanks for the very flattering deference 
heliad expressed for her, were now then 
carefully folded up by Montauban, who,- 
on-conccaling it in his bosom, exclaimed, 
"Live for ever here !*' 

Albert, on recompensing the female 
VOL. I. 1 * cottagers 
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i^ottagers for their services, charged thei 
to be watchful and observant of evei 
incident that might take place at jl: 
convent during his aBsence; which the 
having faithfully promised to attend t 
he took his departure, his mind wholl 
occupied with the image of the fascina 
ing Eleanor, on the sucpeedingmorninj 
for Turin; mentally reheai:3ing to hinr 
self, as he proceeded on his tedious joui 
ney to the capital — '^ Montauban ! prov 
yourself worthy of your country, an< 
the high distinction you have acquirer 
from the object of your choice ; deserve 
the prize before you attempt to obtaif 
it !" AH eager then, for glory, wel 
might the youth have exclaimed, (wirf 
some slight difiTerence,) in the words ^ 
the noble Hector — 

<^ If I should perish, let me perish great, 

And in a mighty deed expire ; 

I-et future n^es hear it, and admire." 



CHAP' 
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CHAP. X. 

« 

Tbe Hioufitaki thunders^ and its sturdj sons 
Btoop to the bottom of the rocks they shade. 
I^ne on the midnight steep, and all aghast, 
Ttie d^rk wayfaring stranger breathless toils. 
And, often falling, climbs against the blast. 
r I^w waves the rooted forest, vex*d ; and sheds 
^'hatof its tarnibh'd honours yet remain — 
*^hM down and scatter'd by the tearing winds' 
Assi4i<^us fur}', its. gigantic limbs. 
ThiSitruggling through tlic dissipated grove, 

I 

^ Tte whirh'ng tempest raycs along the plain, 
-And on the cottage thatch*d, or lordly roof, 
^een fast*ning, shakes them to the solid ba*e. 

THOMfiOV. 

^88 following winter, during a cessation 
^^ hostilities with the enejny, Montau- 

I S baa 
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ban procured a short leave of absen 
from his royal commander. With ti 
greatest speed he set off for Tuscany, i 
visit the countess Anselmo, from when 
for reasons before stated, he had not re 
ceived any information. The fate o 
Eleanor pressed likewise on his mind 
with melancholy forebodings of ill for 
tune, not having received any account 
from her likewise since he had left the 
Apennines. 

On the journey, Albert met by acci« 
dent with St. Orv^\\6, who was travelling 
from Genoa to Placenza, for the pur- 
pose of renewing an intimacy with th^ 
daughter of a Venetian senator, and tc 
obtain consent of the father for tbei* 
union. Montauban, on embracing h'* 
uncle, inquired, with 'much agitation^ 
after his mother. St. Orvill^ instantly 
calmed his fears on that account, by say- 
ing he had received a letter from th^ 
countess, announcing she was in health, 
but unhappy, at not having heard frot^ 
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Ser son, except oncCj since his depar- 
ture. Albert was going to reply, but 
his uncle, anticipating bis answer, said — 
*'IJcneWy and was perfectly convinced, 
that you would never fail in so indispen- 
sibleaduty. Be on your guard; it is 
needless for me to acquaint you that 
Anselmo is not your friend : the adven- 
ture at the monastery of Santa Maria, 
and your confinement there, has excited 
his suspicion — his alarm, for in that holy 
sanctuary, you well know, is secluded 
lis beauteous protegee, signora Eleanor. 
Strange reports have been circulated at 
the castle respecting her birth, and near 
J«lationship to the count/' St. Orville, 
perceiving his nephew change colour at 
^is intelligence, did not continue the 
subject further than entreating Albert 
t*ot to appear at Valleroy, without an 
invitation from Anselmo, .and likewise 
.to banish from his mind, if he valued his 
5iother's happiness, all recollection of 
^he noviciate of Santa Maria^ as the least 

1 3 . indulgence 
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indulgence of such an attachment wouTcf 
produce an inevitable train of evils, both 
on himself and family. The first part of 
this advice was agreed to by the young 
soldier with but flight opposition ; the 
' latter met with a decided negative* 
Montauban had pledged his faith. ti)f . 
Eleanor, and * that consideration, to a 
wan of his honour, was as binding asLif 
it had been pronounced before a host 
of witnesses. In an impressive manner, 
he communicated the same to his uncle^ 
and concluded by saying with much so- 
lemnity, *' You perceive, therefore, ho- 
tjoured sir, the destiny of Albert is irre- 
vocably fixed, beyond the power of 
change, in this world ; if for misery> ^ 
ever trust that I shall submit without " 
repining at the decree of Heaven !"-^^ 
*' Rash youth!' exclaimed St. Orvill^* 
*' the vow you have made must be br^'" 
ken;" and continued impetuously, ^'Wb^ 
were the parents of Eleanor?" — ^' * 
know not/' — '' Then farewell," replied 

St. Orvill^^ 



Sf. Orville, ''^I leave you t» your fate !" 
and spurring his horse^ rode off with in- 
credible swiftness, leaving the astonished 
A/ontauban fixed to the spot like a sta- 
tue. ^ Several minutes elapsed before l\e 
could in the least reflect on the words he 
hi uttered, to cause such great displea- 
sure from his uncle ; and when reason 
did return, and represent to him the 
^casion of it, the plighted word he had 
jiven of eternal fidelity to the orphan, 
surmounted, and rendered impracticable, 
fvery idja of conquering the fatal pas* 
5ion he had conceived for her. 

With verv different sensations, how- 
-^er, did Albert now pursue his journey 
what he had c^one previous to the un- 
Xpected interview with his uncle. The 
^^remptory command of St. Orvill^ for 

• 

im not to appear at the castl^, (although 
ts mother was suffering the utmost un- 
^iness, from his long absence and sop- 
'osed indifference rowards her,) was tru- 
S^ distressing. The intelligence of the 

I 4 fount's 
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count's secret •enmity, and the moti 
actuated such resentment, from 
he was denied even the consolat 
Writing to his beloved parent, li 
caused Montauban the severest an^ 
As ascending the lofty and ch 
mountains of the Apennines, oft 
he linger, and cast a sorrowing lo 
the rich track of country that lay.b 
his feet — valleys clothed with eve 
ing verdure; flocks and herds pea 
ranging plains, which were pre 
adorned with all the charms of p 
landscape, to afford comfort and ( 
to its inhabitants. Reflecting on t\ 
trast of the scene he had quilled i 
which he was then immerging i 
dreary, wild, and barren region, ] 
by the winds of every quarter, ofTei 
shelter, no equivalent, to comper 
the least for so disagreeable a chan 
bert involuntarily sighed; he fancii 
presented his ol^n untoward destin 
divert, however> his mind from c< 
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ally presaging misfortune^ he would 
sometimes descry ^ and point out to his. 
servant, as they proceeded, little fertile 
spots, even amidst these desolate moun- 
tains^ covered with vines, and enamelled 
with -flowers,, and other rare productions 
of nature: he would then exclaim ener- 
getically — ''-Such is the life of man.! to 
whom pleasures are} but in perspective, 
real sorrow in the ground- work.*' To- 
wards evening they gained the summit of 
^he Apennines, and could discern, al- 
though as yet but a speck in the horizon, 
^he sun's last rays gilding the ancient 
structure of Santa Maria. All care and 
despondence vanished from the counte- 
J^ance of Montauban at the sight of a 
place in which was enclosed his heart's 
deafest treasure : already, in idea, had 
"6 clasped the fond maid to his bosom; 
3itd already, atiier feet, again breathed 
*<>rth vows of love and constancy; to 
^^^ fascinating, and, to his imagination. 
Peerless Eleanor. 

1 5 Albert, 
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Albert^ knowing it was not pcKteiBTe U 
obtain admission to the convent 
at so late an hour, therefore directed hfer»^ fi 
steps to the cottage of Florisee, where i 
was his intention to remain durin) 
the night. On entering the little dwel 
ling, the old woman, who immediateh 
reeogflized Montauban and hisattendan* 
received them with the greatest jo; 
but on observing a visible altcr^tii 
for the worse in the health of hi 
benefactor, she mournfully exclaitnt 
— -^'Ah! my good lord, I am afrai 
you grieve for the loss of signora Elej 
nor ?" — '' What, is she dead ?" reiterate=^^^ 
the almost-frantic lover. — *' Heaven fo«^ ^^" 
bid, my lord \" replied Florisee ; *' o\ 
amiable lady was alive and well yestei 
day se'nnight ; I only meant to say tha^^' 
she has left the convent, and gon^ Xx 
the castle of Rodolphtis *' Distractin- 
doubts now tormented Albert at thi 
vihwelcome intelligence. It was not easjT 
to divine the motive which could iiave 

indixed 
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^"^Uced count Ahselmo to cotiMe her 
^^ the care of his friend, in prefer* 
^'^ce to a monastery ; yet, when he 
''^fleeted that at the period of obtain* 
^^g leave of absence from his regiment, 
^he son of Rodolphus had procured the 
*3me, jealousy, at that instant, represent- 
-d, that for Ernestine, who artfully must 
>ave contrived to gain the aflfections of 
ileanor, he was discarded ; and that her 
''i^it to the castle was only a prelude to 
becoming its future mistress. 

This conviction/ of which no doubt 
»e thought could be entertained, racked 
^is brain with madness; without, there- 
Ore, debating in the least what steps 
•^ould be most proper to p u re ue, Albert 
demounted hi^horse, determining to go 
^n quest of Eleanor, at the same time 
^Wging his servant to remain at the 
Cottage till morning, then to commence 
^is journey for Grosseto, and there to 
^wait his orders. Heedless of danger, 
he instantly set oif, and travelled through 

1 6 the 
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the night along roads hardly pres^e 
even by the foot of a passenger^ evei 
moment expecting to be precipitate 
from the rugged rocks into the gulpl 
vrhich continually presented themselve 
to his sight. 

At the approach of dawn, Albert Wai 
so wearied and faint, for want of rcsi 
and nourishment, that he could proceed 
no farther : his horse, too, which he had 
been obliged to lead for several mileSj 
fell down on the road almost lifeless. 

Montauban, though but ill able io 
exert himself, yet endeavoured to re- 
lieve the poor animal, by procuring 
some herbs and grass, which again ea- 
abled the faithful creature to follow his 
master. On observing some peasants at 
work in an adjoining vineyard, Albert 
hastened towards them, and requested 
their assistance* One of the vintagers. 
with much humanity, tendered his ser 
vices, and conducted the young soldiei 
Io his dwelling, situated on the side ol 

tbi 
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rte mountain : here he was regaled with 
the best the cottage could aiTord^ and 
accommodated with a bed. In a few 
hours he arose from his humble couch, 
greatly refreshed ; and as his horse had 
Wa likewise well taken care of, was 
extremely anxious to recommei!ce his 
journey to Oldenzo. Sensibly impressed 
^ith the kindness he had received from 
fte mountaineer, Albert returned a 
grateful acknowledgement ; and on re- 
niarking how much his lot was to be 
envied, which seemed to be that of true 
<^ontent, so difficult to be met with in 
^hebusy scenes of life, the hardy vete- 
^'an exclaimed — " I do indeed, my 
lofd, enjoy that blessing ; my wishes are 
ever moderate, therefore easily attain- 
able. I have known better days in point 
^f fortune, but none so happy as I now 
enjoy. In early life I married the wo- 
JHan I loved. Ninetta, as well as myself, 
saw enough of the world and its vicissi- 
^udes to prevent regret at our leaving 



if. Alas !" continued the old man, '' if 
at any time we are dull and out of 
spirits, it is vf\t\\ the thoughts of having 
been deprived by death of our best 
friends. . Strange events take place some- 
times with surprising quickness; so was 
it with us^ for in one single hour, front • 
having a good house over our heads,, 
and a cfomfortable independence, we 
were turned adrift,' in a. strange country, 
without knowing one being that we 
could apply to for relief : after wander- 
ing about, therefore, from place (o 
place, and procuring a scanty subsist 
tcnce for myself and wife, by working as 
a gardener. Providence,'" repeated Zilio> 
with peculiar energy, "to make short 
of my story,, directed us to this spot; and 
to that same old peasant whom yoU 
applied to for assistance^ we are indebt- 
ed for our preservation : he procured 
me the situation I now hold with my 
present master, signior Rodolphus,*'— 
"'' Rodolphus!" eagerly interrupted Al- 
bert; 



lert; "do you mean Rbdolpluts of ON 
denzo ?"--" Yes, my lord, he. is my 
ftiasler." And on inquiring how far 
rrorn thence to the castle? his inFormant 
iftswered, " Within half a league." With 
apparent indifference, Montauban then 
^ed if the son of Rodolphus was at the 
-astle? which was likewise replied to in 
he affirmative, and that be might have 
f^adthe pleasure (Ziiio supposing that 
Mbert was acquainted with him) of see* 
^gthe young signior, if a few minutes 
^ner, he having but just before left the 

• 

^'fleyard. An interview, however, under 
^ch circumstances, would have wounded 
f^ pride of Montauban, who felt, there- 
^fc, extremely gratified to have escaped 
^ humiliating a rencounter. Yet, if the 
^regoing intelligence excited surprise^ 
nd inwardly agitated the lover, how 
Hich the more was it when, during the 
Nation of the mountaineer, he learnt 
hat Ernestir^e was accompanied by 
'ount Anselmo'; atid, on inquiring if 

there 



it 
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there wasany other visitants at the castle ? 
the answer obtained was in the negative ! 
Are you sure of that?'* said Albert.— 
Quite sure, my lord/* repeated Zilio,* 
for my wife daily attends at Oldenzo,. 
and if there had been anv other visitor 
besides the cdunt, I should undoubtedly 
have heard of it." 

Montauban now deeply lamented the 
precipitancy in which he had left Sant% 
Maria, without further information tbaik 
that so hastily acquired from the old 
cottager, whose loquacity, perhaps^ 
mitrht have unthinkingly revealed his 
attachment for Eleanor, and therefore 
been the causQ of her strict confinement 
in the convent. To ascertain the truth 
of which, however, no means presented 
itself; his leave of absence being so 
nearly expired, the only expedient hc 
thought at all practicable was, to return 
without delay, by the same road, and on 
meeting with his servant, to order binti 
to remain for some days in the vieinitjT 

of 
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r Santa Maria, in hopes of Liipino's 
earning the real abode of Eleanor, and, 
f isuccessful, to present her with a letter 
/hich Albert previously had written 
^expressing the fears he entertained of 
oeing forgotten) for the iQvely recluse, 
before he commenced his journey ; then 
having doubts on his mind whether he 
should be able to obtain a .personal in- 
terview. This point once determined 
i^pon, Montauban lost no time to carry 
Jt into execution ; he generously re* 
warded his host for the trouble he had 
occasioned him, and again remounted 
his horse, to traverse the dreary moun* 
tains of the Apennines. 

In a few hours after his departure, the 
far-extended prospect became on a sud- 
den wrapt in gloom, quickly enveloping 
every object with the hazy vapour. 
The mind of Montauban bad been so 
occupied in devising plans for the fu- 
ture, that the present was totally disre- 
garded ; darkness increasing, and the 

terrific 
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terrific howling of the wolves> whicfr, 
under cover of the night, were begiri- 
ning to desceird from the higher parts 
of the mountains in search of prey, at 
length aroused Albert from his reverie; 
he then found, to his great astonishmenf, 
that he was pursuing a different track to 
that which he had taken on the preced- 
ing day ; the road led into a vale, which,^ 
with the torrents of melted snow from 
the heights, and long. channels of sand;^ 
appeared like one continual sea ; and on 
the othe^ side, although af a greater 
distance, ^the swelling surges of the Me- 
diterranean beat ao:ainst the rocks vith 
increasing fury. The wind became so- 
extremely boisterous, together with the 
pelting of the rain, which soon began to 
pour in torrents, the surrounding coun- 
try now rendered any further progress 
of descending the Apennines totally im- 
practicable. Albert, therefore, with 
difficulty, re-ascended the mountain, and 
for several hours wandered along its. 

barren* 



jarren tvilds, wirhodt finding'the least 
ihelter to protect him from the incle- 
mency of the night. At length, how- 
ever, he perceived a light, but which, 
from its immense altitude, appeared at 
first a constellation iii the heavens; yet, 
on drawing nearer to it, he had the satis*' 
faction to observe that the light pro* 
ceeded from a beacon tower. 

The track Montauban fortunately pur- 
sued was the only one which led to it 
^'ith safety, and on turning suddenly a 
point of the mountain, it brought him 
close under the structure. To the left 
of the tower stood a castle, which, al* 
^lioiigh it bore many marks of the ra- 
vages of time, yet possessed sufficient 

I 

feniains o indicate its former grandeur. 
Albert truly rejoiced that he had at last 
Covered a human habitation in this 
desolate region, and continued, his 
course thither. On arriving at its massy 
gates, 'he knocked several times for ad- 
'nittance. The sound re-echoed along 

• the: 
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the whole pile of the building, w 

seemed to pronounce its being c 

deserted. On repeating the knocksr 

greater loudness, Montauban distil 

heard the unbarring of doors, and 

iiaentarily expected to see the j 

thrown. open; in that, however, he 

disappointed, for in a few minute 

was again silent. Albert now conch 

that fear overpowering, preventer 

possessors from exerting the righl 

hospitality, and that all hopes wei 

an end of inducing them, therefor 

compassionate the sufferings of the 

dering, despairing stranger. Al 

therefore, remounted his horse, t< 

verse again the trackless plains. 

dismal cry of a cormorant, whigh al 

moment flew over the walls of th< 

lie, followed directly by two o 

caught his attention. The night wa 

so dark to prevent Montauban's ol 

ing that they settled on a columo 

mouldering arch; near the eastern 
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<>tthe building. The noise of the birds 
effected what Albert had been unable to 
accomplish ; a man with lights appeared 
ttont of the upper windows of the cas- 
|. tic. Once again, therefore, he knocked 
atthegates; and then a voice, the sound 
<{ which apparently coming in that di- 
rection, vociferated — '' Who's there ?*• 
—"An unfortunate stranger," replied 
Montauban, *' claims your humanity." 
[ —"What is it you want ? — answer me 
quickly, or i shall be off again," de- 
Banded the voice. 

'' On my journey to Loretto," men- 
tioning any place that came fii-st to his 
lecollection, *' I have lost my way, and 
being benighted, cannot resume the 
tight path without information. I like- 
wise die for hunger and want of rest. 
Oh, pity, then, my distress," continued 
Albert, '^ and grant me a few hours shel- 
ter from the ,storm." No answer was 
returned to this petition, but shortly 

4ifter, the iron gates, creaking on their 

binges. 
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hinges, an immense weight, begs 

open, and the same man whom hi 

observed at the window made hi 

pearance. Perceiving by the dresj 

manner of Albert that his crddulitj 

not imposed on,, he accosted him 

•— '^ You are welcome, signior, to • 

in here for an hour or two, but no '■. 

cr, or I should pay dearly for my i 

ness towards you.'' The porter hi 

then exacted a solemn promise o 

new guest to depart by the dawn of 

he led his horse into the court-yard, 

after closing the gates with much 

iiOn, and securely fastening them, 

ducted the young soldier into the 

tfjrior of the castle. As they p; 

through the hall, which was suppr 

by several noble columns of ma 

Montauban remarked to his atten 

that it had the appearance of an am 

ry; fire-arras being hung round the y 

in every direction, •• Ah, signior,*' 

plied tb« mai)^ significantly winkin 

All 
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bert, '^ there is indeed enough of them 
supply a whole regiment, but they 
e a sort of playthings I have no fancy 
r ; yet, if they could speak, I warrant 
e they'd tell strange tales of their for- 
er masters. Come, come, now/' con- 
aued the facetious porter, '' sit you 
>wn, my brave lad, whilst I go bring 
flic sticks to make a fire, for you seem 
^inpletely drenched with the rain, and 
en I will tell you a good story." Mont- 
iban, therefore, (although not quite 
ease in his new habitation,) seated 
na§elf by the dying embers of a wood 
e» at the extremity of the hall ; and be* 
g quite exhausted with fatigue and dis* 
^pointment, fell into a sound sleep. 
In the meanwhile, the porter return- 
'; and having industriously prepared a 
pper of bread and fruit, trimmed the 
fnp, and mended the fire, he awoke hi^ 
•ngry guest, to partake of the fare pro* 
ied for him, and to relate the account 
the castle. Albert, greatly refreshed 

by 
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by the $hort repose he had 
himself with, began, therefore 
attentively for the promised.inl 
The m^n had scarcely commi 
the alarm-bell sounded with tr 
violence, ^* Is it so, my good 
replied he ; and without utterir 
word, he ran across the hall, t 
a gun from one of the recesse 
most flew up a wiriding stairca 
eastern side of the hall, app; 
the greatest, affright and ten 
strange and sudden disappearai 
porter, without signifying in 
his intention, caused much si 
Montauban, who now thought 
from his present situation the 
visablc. That no time should 
escape from the castle, whicl 
concluded was a receptacle foi 
Albert took the lamp from the 
discover the bolts, and unlock 
which led irito the court-yard. 
fiMed noise was now heard in 
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apartments of the building ; Montauban» 
therefore, expecting every moment to 
b(|l(tcked by some of the banditti, and 
<|bserving a sword suspended over the 
iVwiiflkce, armed himself with that wea- 
. .^, and then endeavoured to unfasten 
: -the door. Before he could accomplish 
' JMs purpose, however, people with light- 
td torches 'were seen to descend the 
.winding staircase. Albert then extin- 
/ guished the.lamp^- and. resolutely awaited 
their reproach. i^"<pne of them is here," 
s^ a voice, which he well knew to 
^^ that of the porter.-^-" Smooth-faced 
villain !" ejaculated Mpntauban, *' I 
^re you to the combat ; come on, I am 
PJ^pared for your dastardly set." His 
opponents, however, advanced but slow* 
'y* " Come on, Usay," he repeated 
^th fury, " and I will make mince-meat 
<>f you !'• A blaze of light now illumi- 
"^ted the hall, and in an instant after- 
^rds, one of the men, distinguished 
^00 ve the rest by his dignified appear- 
vou I. X ance 
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n 



4 

ance and superior dress^ rushed pasi 
them, saw Albert, and being armed with 
a loaded pistol, directed it at bis breast 
and fired; The ball, however, fortu- 
nately missed Montauban, who 4heD in-* 
atantaneously rushed at his antagonist, 
and with the sword he had taken was just 
going to return the vengeance of his 
adversary, when the same man who had 
admitted Albert into the castle arrestd 
his arm, and cried out—'* Hold, signior; 
is it thus you repay my kindness towards 
you, by attempting the life of my de- 
fenceless master, signior Rodolphus?" 
The sword now fell from the liervclcss 
hand of Montauban, astonishment hav- 
ing fettered every sense, and rendered 
powerless the hitherto undaunted Albert 
Rodolphus perceiving his agitation, aiM 
that he had surrendered himself at dis 
cretion^ immediately ordered two of fh 
servants to take their prisoner to th 
north tower, s^nd there confine him, ui 
IJl they should receive his further orde 

U 
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for the punishment of the delinquent. 
Montauban resolving, therefore, to suf- 
fer every torture, rather than- to disclose 
himself to the haughty Rodolphus, vras 
tbenunremtingly led by Che servile at4 
tendants to his destined prison. 

How unaccountable, how mysterious, 
»e the ways of Providence ! untoward 
Grtehad now consigned Albert into the 
t>^er of a man, for whom, although 
unknown to him, he entertained the ut* 
best aversion, whom he so much dread« 
id to meet, and whom he so much 
inshed to avoid, not merely from private 
?ique, ' or public repoft, which was by 
^0 means favourable to the character of 
Hodolphus, but from the simpfe circum- 
tehce of his being the friend of count 
^nsclmo, whose consummate art, as he- 
nuigined, had drawn his mother into an 
ffiance from which he foreboded she 
^oqH suffer vears. of misfortune. To be 
hus thrown on thcTnercy ofhissiippos- 
^ enemies, to be dragged, pciAwpsi 

K 2 into 
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into Ihc presence of An$elmo» wh 
liad learned from the vintager was 
visifant in those domains, to under 
iscrutiny and reprehension of the hi 
of his mother^ who migbt probabl) 
rcise a parental authority, exacting 
him an implicit obedience to whatc 
chose imperiously to dictate, was d 
tion to the mfnd of the proud ofispi 
^he late general de Montauban.^ ^' 
of my noble kise !" e^cclaimed Alb 
the departure of his gaolers, w( 
doubly locked and barred the -ei 
of the prison •chamb^, to prevc 
escape*—*' Spirit of my noble sire 
teach me to emulate thy transc 
virtues ! .ever guide my wanderinj 
in the paths of honour, and undai 
will I brave every invpending dai 
— Cruel remembrance Aen b 
forcibly to the mind of Montaul 
happy days of childhood, passed 
,d paternal roof, «wben wearied wi 
itoils of warj the general would, a 



ing houTj retire from the tioi&e of ft 
camp^ to seek repose and happiness in 
the bosom of his family. Young, as AU 
bert then was, yet well did he remem- 
ber^ and ever cherish, the fond endear- 
ments he had received from his father ; 
ivbo would repeat, whilst folding him in* 
bis arms~-" Happy Monrsiuban, blest 
with such a son, you have not a wish 
vngratified P' That sentence now rushed 
to his recollection, whilst mournfully he 
txclaimed— *' Oh, beloved and evcr-to- 
k-Iamented parent^ how would your 
proud heart swell with anger, could 
you witness the indignity that son now 
■ufiers — that son who wiH rather die than 
^ate his^ motive for seeking shelter in 
te inhospitable a mansion !'' The gal- 
^nt soldier wept- to the memory of time- 

past. The impulse of paternal affection^ 

• 

in some degree subsided, Albert breath* 
^d a sigh to Eleanor; then throwing him- 
self on a couch, determined quietly to' 
AWait the return of morning, which he^ 

k3 thought 
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thought must elucidate the, myiteri^n^.^ 
proceedings of Rodolphus^ and procor ^^ 
a release from this unjust confinement* 



r. 



1. 
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CHAP. XI. 

^is liberty alone that gives the Aower 
Of fieetifig life its lustre and perfume. 
And wo art wseds without it» All coMtraint^ 
. , Exc^t what wisdom lays on evil men. 
Is evil ; hurts the faculties, impedes 
• Their progress in the road of science; blinds 
The eye of discovery, and begets. 
In those that suffer it, a sordid mind. 

COWPES. 

At the dawn of day, Montauban arose 
from his restless slumbers, to survey 
more closely the apartment of his prison^ 
%n hopes of discovering some means of 
escaping from the power of Rodolphus* 
The furniture, of the room displayed 
marks of faded splendour; the gilded 

X 4 roof^ 
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roof, black and gold velvet bangtngSj 
canopied couch^ and a few rooth-eat< 
chairs and sofas^ were now, however, i 
principal ornaments. Looking throu^ 
the windows, which were secured I 
heavy bars of iron> Albert observed, wii 
surprise, several men on guard along t\ 
ramparts, which were so extensive as i 
re^mble the outwoite of a citadc 
Groves of the towering pine and har^ 
fir shaded the castle, but which, for tl 
greater part, appeared to be in ruin 
Beyond that, the eye was led to a tracl 
less scene of barren plains and rock 
and bounded by mountains of snow, th 
at length closed the cheerless prospec 
In vain did Albert try to discover tl 
path that so unfortunately led him 
this gloomy structure, from which 1 
had not only been prevented meetit 
with his servant, but had likewise lost \ 
clue to guide him to the abode of £le 
nor, concerning whom, and the young 
Rodolphus, Albert reflected on with tl 



f 
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most tormenting jealousy, aapposing 
tbat Ernestine had purposely eluded' Iie9# 
&om his sight for ever. 

In an agody, therefore, of mind*. 
Mootauban, for seteral hoars, kept pa- 
cing his chamber, in endeavouring to 
find out some concealed pannel or door 
to effect his escape; n one^^ however, ■ 
presented itself. On removing the ca? 
nopied couch, fancying that an outlet 
^ight be there, although extremely hea- 
^y» yet, from its mouldering, state, it 
^''opt instantly with great weight on the' 
^Oor, and an old- framed picture, thati 
^^d been suspended behind it, likewise 
^^11 with it, and was broken to pieces, 
^ontauban took up the painting, toex* 
^ttiine it; and clearing the canvas froni> 
^^e dust, although much torn and muti- 
*^ted, saw that it represented the scene 
^fter a. battle. A in est prominent sfea- 
^^re in the piece was that of a dying. 
Warrior, supported by several officers, on 
^^hose countenances grief was finely 

K 5 portray ed» 
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portrayedl. The lighter sketches c 
ed of their soMiers burying the 
and women wailing over the se 
corpses of their husbands or f 
whilst some more hardened than 
ivbre employing themselves iti cat 
off the spoil. 

Tbi^ painting so much arrested 1 
tebtfon of Albert, that he did not hi 
uhtarring of the door of his prisO 
even look up until it was opened, 
the first person that caught his e; 
entering the chamber, was Ernestin 
dolpbus, followed by his father ai 
^etVattt Lupino. The joy of the 
fellow at meeting with his master 
easily to be expressed ; he clasps 
hands together, and Tailing on his J 
returned thanks to Heaven for Mc 
bkh's preservation. Surprise, ho\ 
at these unexpected visitants, mi 
with the utmost dignity and indiffei 
was apparent in the countenance < 
bert. The son of Bodolphus, as I 

pro 



* 

proached him, boWed; this from the 

•exasperated young soldier met a slight 

Tetum in silence, and instantly directed 

his attention to the picture ; whilst the 

tilder Rodolphus, to conceal the displea*^ 

sare :be felt, and mortification he expe^ 

riinoed at the sangfroid of Albert, had 

steady left the tower. 

£rnesline then, with seeming concern, 
lAlressed Montauban to th6 following 
uStci: — "That his confincmierit (hi» 
Mer n<^ having the honour of beihg 
Personally known to him) had ariseit 
frsm the confusion and terror of the 
^o^estics, supposing the castle was at-* 
^ked again by the banditti, who, for 

^me time past, had infested the domains 

• 

**i hopes of plunder ; that Eris, the 

Porter, who had undertaken to affordr 

^tn shelter until the storm abated^ o» 

*^<K>ring the alarm bell, imaginejd^His ere* 

^Mlity imposed on, and' that he had ad* 

MQitted a robber?' At that word Albert 

^rted, and would have repJiecl to the 

^ K 6 insulting 
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insulting epithet, had net the youi 
Rodolphus continued with — ^ Pardc 
mej Montauban, but you are too raa 
too much alive to your honour, and thii 
it wounded, when not an idea of the kii 
is intimated or iiitended. \ repeat n 
words, therefore, that he took you to 1 
one of the banditti,, and actuated by 8U( 
a wppositioni, instantly informed my f 
ther, who thought proper you sheuM I 
secured. To be brief, however, with, o 
relation, as I perceive,. Montauban, yoi 
feelings are agitated from, the indigni 
you fancy you have received," continui 
he, '' I now then acquaint you, that tl 
events of the preceding night origina 
ed through the fear of your servan 
who supposed you \o be hostilely d( 
tained by us. Chance (as Lupino. h 
since iufprmed me) directed him to oi 
Tintager^stQottage, from which, it appeal 
you bad bu^just departed. On recountii 
0ver a cheerful glass, the object of l 
mission to the neighbourhood of Gro 

settQ-" 
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wtto^'' At this account of Rodolpbus, 
Albert's designsj he kseWj were^ by that 
unfortunate disclosure, frustrated; Er- 
nestine smiled, therefore, and pausing 
fistr a moment, the enraged Montaubaa 
^Xcktmed " Go on, signior !** — *' Well 
'hen,** he replied, '' by that intelligence^ 
'he vintager was enabled to impart 
^Very requisite information, accomj^- 
Hied, no doubt, with other idle village 
tales, calculated only to inspire terror 
into the breast of the ignorant. With 
the assistance, therefore, of a few pea- 
sants, to whom, it seems, Lupino had 
imparted his fears of your personal 
danger, {hey sallied forth, and like true 
knights-efrant, determined to rescue 
you/' — '* Egregious fools.!" reiterated 
Montauban.— -'' Draw not a reflection on 
their exploit,"' continued Ernestine^ 
laughingx till you hear the conclusion^ 
y On arriving at the eastern side of the 
castle, which is uninhabited, they in- 
quired of the centin^l if any stranger 

had 
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had been lately admitted mto it? t\m 
sokJier, not prepared^ however^ or noi 
disposed to answer ttis interrogative^ 
tbey immediately knotked bimdown; 
and then another^ not far distant, camtf 
to the aflfray, and on perceiving the-aei^. 
sailants of his comrade, fired, but oii 
missing, these desperadoes, with - thett 
bigdgeons, knocked him down also; 
Our valiant guards th^n^'' said the 
young Rodolphus, in an ironical ton^ 
^^ being thus tlefeated^ a loud shoii^ 
from the conquerors announced thei^ 
brilliant victory, who were proceedingf 
to other acts of violence, had not thei# 
uproar occasioned a general alamr 
throughout the domaiqs, and arrested 
their progress. I/' cbntinued Ernestine; 
*' was the first d^awn by the sound of 
their voices into the fieW of battla^ 
when, judge my surprise, Mont^uban, I 
saw Lupino, whom^ by -the light of i 
taper, I instantly recognized, standing 
trisvkphantly «ver ihe falkn soldier, 
' ^the 



t^te ofhct youll t)b8crve had run away,) 
^ihetird him denounchig vengeancej 
ifhtdid not immediately acquaint him 
ta'tb the fate of his tnslster^ who, he was 
<ure, had been inveigled into the castle 
bj his' hellish crew."—*' I have no pa. 
fience with sach a Wockhead." — •• You 
i)nst^ then/' replied Ernestine, '' till 
'bu hear the end of his career, for it 
^ then nearly finished. I then ordered 
list he shonld be instantly secured by 
ly attendants; and Lupino now finding 
imself deserted. by the rest of his gal- 
int companions, who, on hearing the 
laim belt, had thought it advisable to 
i^ake a hasty retreat from the scene of 
^(ioR, disclosed the whole affair, and 
King on his knees, prayed for mercy, 
^d to be permitted to join 4) is master, 
^ter some further investigation of so 
>gttlar a proceeding, I lost no ^time in 
quainting ttiy father of the mistake 
- was under respecting you, Montau*- 
tn,; and as this ^inpleasant advenunre 
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has originated through the fean of yosr 
servant concerning your perMmal nfctf, 
I trust you'll pardon him, and at the 
same time accept an apology from Df 
father, which he particularly deiiM 
should be made in his name, vrilh an offer 
likewise of every accommodation for poi^ 
suing your journey." Albert, howere^ 
mortified beyond expression at the dii-- 
closure of the above account, relateA 
with such scrupulous exactness byjthr 
son of Rodolphus, in apparent irony# 
and triumph at the cause of it, so fatal 
to the future hopes of Montauban, in 
regard to Eleanor, that he could scarcely 
recover himself sufficiently to reture 
thanks for so prolix an explanation^ 
The poor culprit, Lupino^ with suppH* 
ant looks, now entreated ta be pardon* 
cd : "I would have instantly discharged 
you, sirrah, for your audacity/' exclain^ 
ed the offended Albert, " had not tbi$ 
gentleman so powerfully pleaded ia 
your behalf; to him, therefore^ are yoa 

indebted 
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debted for my lenity towards you/' 
mestine Rodolphus now again inter- 
bred^ and said— ^" Montauban« as you 
liust be convinced that the conduct of 
four servant proceeded entirely from a 
Faithful attachment and anxiety for your 
safety, I pray you, therefore, wound 
him no more with reproaches, but per* 
nit me to desire the poor fellow to 
httke the best of his way towards the 
kitchen, and there to regale himself 
ifter his knight-errantry^ whilst I have 
the pleasure of conducting you into the 
ttloon, likeyrise with the ssime intention, 
to refresh yourself before you recom- 
ttcace your journey,'* 

Albert readily consented to the first 
proposition, and would have offered no 
objection to the latter, had be been 
assured of the absence of the count An« 
^Imo; and the more especially so, bc« 
^use it might possibly have led to sonic 
'^formation respecting Eleanor; he dc* 
^'*«ied, however^ accepting the invita^- 

tion^ 
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tion^ for the former reason ; and t\ 
having .now returned from his 
/epast^ informed his master that 
thing Was ready for his departure. I 
aubanj therefore^ hastily embraced 
t>pporjtunky of leaving his prisonn 
ber^ to avoid hearing any more apo 
from the young Rodolphus, whc 
already been so profuse* firnestir 
following him to the gates of thee 
isatdt ^* Whither are you bound 
Montftuban?'*—^' Savoy.**— " X shall 
fbllow you then/' continued hej ! 
imd not an angel detained me in 
cany^ should have been vritti my 
ment long before this^ I assure ] 
These words struck like a dagger t 
beart of Montaiiban ; before that 
tence^ Albert, began to think favo'u 
of his supposed rival; but now i 
softer feeling instantly vanished, to 
place to the destructive passion ( 
implacable resentment; turning t 
^ervantj however^ aa he mounte< 

1 
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^ne, to conceal the emotions of anger 
' 10 visibly iparked on his countenance, 
Mootauban said, '' Are you acquainted 
vith the road we are to take, Lupino ?" 
-*" I am, my lord/' Albert replied 
to Ernestine's rhapsodical exclamation, 
*' You have bartered honour to be ad- 
ioitted into paradise then, so fare you 
Well, Rodolphus.'' Without waiting for 
^ answer, Montauban now rode ofi; 
(dllQwed by Lupinoj .who was soon at a 
^ttnce from the dreaded conflnes of the 
[ Mtle of Oldenzo. « 

*. Xbe day jMroved fine, , and the sua 

^i^e with uncommon brilliancy, re** 

^ting innumerable stars on the ice* 

topped mountains, whose crested sum« 

^its Albert at length left, after several 

^urg travelling, for the milder climate 

^f the valleys, where the seasons of the 

y^ar lavish all their beauty and perfec- 

^^on. The shelving sides of the trans* 

Parent Arnp were . clothed with woods 

^^ olive and almond trees^ and the plains 

embalmed 



embalmed with herbs, and odortfic flow" 
ers, which encircled themselves throug" 
extensive vineyards, and fragrant grove 
of orange. 

Such delightful scenes as these mus 

tend to cheer and renovate the drooping 

heart; Albert, therefore, feft ift genia 

influence ; and for the first time sinc^ 

he had departed from, the castle of Ro 

delphus, begdn fe question Lupklo i 

the track tbpy were then inr led to th 

monastery of Santa Maria?—*' Sant 

JMariSi jay lord?" he answered wit! 

surpriie; ''I thought you propose 

g<Mog into SaVoy/*— ^' That is my ultt 

rior intention. What lAtelKgence di 

you acquire there« after my departure? 

— ** I heard, my lord, that the lady Elea 

Dor,'' said Lupino, with much hesitatioi 

*' was not gone to Oldenzo ; madam 

Rodolphus and her daughter visited tt 

convent about that time, and as tt 

young signora had not been seen sine 

my lord^ Floirisee concluded that she ht 
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^iA them ; however; it was not so, for I 
learnt by her, when she returned home in 
Ae evening, thatsignora Eleanor wasstiK 
in the monastery, but strictly confined in 
hwcell, by order of their confessor, one 
lodovico, I think she called him, and no 
penon but the abbess permitted to visit 
heron any account whatever." 

This news imparted the deepest sor- 
row into the breast of the lover. '' And 
*vhere is count Anselmo ?" inquired the 
dejected Albert. '' I thought, my lord, 
]^ou knew by Zilio, the vintager, that 
the count was with Rodolphus; at least 
^e told me so," said Lupino, continu- 
?"?» *' or I am sure I should never have 
tiK)ught of knocking the centinel down 
*^f not letting me into the castle ; be- 
^^se I do firmly believe, my lord, that 
^"e tount bears you a mortal hatred, and 
^^Uld do you an iftjury, if there was no 
^*^^nce of its being found out." The 
^^Hest fellow would have been very lo- 
^^acious, by which Albert might have 

learnt 
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learnt some useful ihformatioB, if be 
suffered him to continue; but bavin 
instantly silenced Lupino^ by saying 



'' No reflections on the character c^ 
count Ansel mo, I command you/' 
therefore followed Montauban tfith-*' j 
out uttering a single word, until they 
came to a turning of the road — '' To th^ 
right, my lord/' he respectfully said^ 
^^ leads to Santa Maria.** 

*' The fellow's mad — what have I t-«E> 
do at Santa Maria, sirrah?** Poor Li:» • 
piiio thought if he was deprived of h; 
senses, certainly his master was no h 
so, having so instantaneously altered h 
intention. Montauban, however, bein g 
now well convinced of the inutility c:::^^ 
attempting to procure an interview wit " 
Eleanor, thought it more advisable t^ ^ 
pursue his route towards Savoy, \A\er ""''^ 
having at length arrived, he rejoined hi^*^ 
regiment, and in active duty found som< 
relief from the tormenting anxiety of 
hopeless passion, 
■ ' Ii 
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In a short time after Albert's return 
to the seat of war, Ernestine Rodolphus 
likewise appeared there ; the former 
ttutual coolness between these two young 
^tfcers had greatly increased, from their 
i^tetciicounter in Tuscany ; and the sig- 
^Imarks of royal favour which Mont- 
*oban particularly received about that 
period, tended to foment, rather than 
^'miaish, the jealousy of Rodolphus, 
^1k) on all occasions strove to lessen 
*fcat famcf which Albert, by his bravery, 
^^i so justly merited and acquired. He 
^ould often comment on, and treat with 
''^^cule, Montauban*s affection for the 
^otegie of count Anselmo ; at the re- 
^Hon of which intelligence Ernestine 
^*d not scruple to mention his authors— 
-odovico, and his father, signior Rodol- 
phus; and that he well knew the lady 
^^ been, for several years, betrothed 
'^ a particular friend of her guardian. 
^^ other times, he would cast reflections 
^•^ the personal character of Albert, de- 
nominating 
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nominating him that of a true courtfe: 
.humble and cringing to his superior 
.but insolent and overbearing to tho^ 
who were in an ordinary sphere of lif 
These unfriendly opinions of Rodolphc: 
in regard to Albert, were related to hi 
by a brother officer; and as such infon 
ations seldom lose in weight by rep< 
lition^ Montauban instantly waited c 
his unjust accuser, and warmly reftiai 
strated on his unfriendly conduct. Won 
grew so high between them, that (as |y 
fore stated) a duel was the consequenc 
and the event of\which determined E 
nestine to retire again from his milit|^ 
career into Tuscany. 

It was on Montauban*s attendance 

am 

the council at Turin that by chancer i 
heard of Anselmo being shortly expec# 
in that city ; and through the kindn^ 
of his royal commander, had obtain 
permission to visit his mother, duril 
the interim of her husband's absent 
On bis arrival at Valleroy, he therefo 

b 
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iad the good fortune to be apprized of 
thedeparture of the count for Piedmont, 
Every circumstance then seemed to con- 
spire to render his stay there ajjreeable; 

,. and no language can sufficiently convey 

L the delightful sensations that occupied 
the breast of Albert, when he heard from 
the lips of his revered parent that the 
object of his love had been committed to 
her protection. Past sorrows were for- 
gotten — all his fears, his anxiety, his 
jealousy, a^ll were at that moment obli- 
terated from liis memory ; and every 
thought instantJy employed to be en- 

I' ibled to trace the steps of the fugitive. 

l fhe cottage of Plorisee came first to his 
recollection, as being the most likely 

I place of Eleanor's retreat. Nor was he 
Sfsappointed, for on pursuing his way 
thither, the younger Florisee met him, 

i ^hose surprise and pleasure at seeing 

Albert could only be augmented by 

hearing that he had been at Valleroy, 

Vol. t. l and 
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and was then coming, at the desire 
his mother, to search for Eleanor. 

" Dear, dear, my lord," said the pooj 
girl, " how happy I am then to tell you 
that the signora is at our cottage ! I sba/i 
have no occasion to go now to the cas* 
lie, to inform my lady, the countess, 
that signora Eleanor is safe, and is com- 
ing to Valleroy as soon as she is reco- 
vered from her very great fright that she 
received at the cavern ;" and continued 

4 

— " indeed, my lord, I cannot say hov^ , 

glad I am to meet with you, because 1 I 

expected nothing less than to see the ^ 

same ghost that signora Eleanor did i 

this evening; if mother had not cona- 

manded me to wait on the countess, the 

whole world should not have persuaded 

me to go any more to Vulleroy, I assure • j 

you that, my lord." — '' Well then,'' re- -\ 

plied Albert, smiling, '^ do you return i 

home, my good girl, with as much , 

speed as possible, and appgze Eleanof 

of 



i 
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coming to be her conductor 

A second entre<itv was not 

to excite the young cottager 

ute his commission. With the 

1 of a sylph, therefore, Florisec 

. over the mountains, to com- • 

2 to them her glad tidings; and 
auban was fearful his unexpected 
night increase the alarm of Eie- 
* gently followed, to allow time 
lisclosure. 

light was calm and beautiful ; a 
>n was ranging, in tranquil ma- 
le blue ether ; the vesper bell 
a Maria vibrated through the 
vith mournful, yet not unplcas* 
nd ; and the gothic walls of the 
:ry, partially illumined by the 
dent planet, added sublimity to 
rounding scene of sacred inspir- 

drawing nearer the cottage, the 
ed Albert saw the form of Eleanor 
iorisce gliding through the trees 

L 2 that 
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-that embosomed this humble dwellim 

apparently hastening to meet him. 

they approached, Montauban dismou i 

ed from his horse, and eagerly exclain 

ed — '' So verv kind, thus to welcom 

me !*' Although the tone in which b< 

spoke was extremely low and inarticu 

late, it was not lost to the ear of Elca 

nor, who, whilst tremblingly repealing 

his name likewise, with confused joy 

she was folded in the arms of her lover 

Albert then kissed' away the tears whici 

bedewed her cheeks, and expressed, i« 

the most tender terms, the felicitj' hi 

experienced at being again restored t< 

her, after so long and painful an ab 

sence. Eleanor could not but feel flrf 
tered by these testimonies of regard anc 

solicitude for her welfare ; yet a natu 

ral timidity, inseparable to true affection 

kept her silent, and fearful of ackno*^ 

ledging those sentiments of a mutua 

passion, which she justly reflected mig^* 

consign her too much into the power ^ 

lb 
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^fte youth she loved, and prove destruc- 
tive fo her peace of mind hereafter. 

Afontauban, however, was not well 
satisfied with this tacit approval of the 
rfection of Eleanor; the natural warmth 
of his temper, and the sensibility with 
which he was possessed, conspired to 
awaken ' the doubts before entertained 
fpspecling the sincerity of her attach- 
ment. Albert now fixed his eyes on 
Efeanor, with that kind of inquiry which 
Mtrcmely abashed her, and was instantly 
construed by the young soldier as unfa«^ 
^curable to all his hitherto-expected 
I^ppiness: he therefore released the 
hand of the lovely girl, which he had 
'aken with so much pleasure, and said, 
^ithmore respect, though less fervently 
^'* Shall I have the honour, madam, of 
^^^ending you to Valleroy ?" — " Unkind 
^ontauban !" reiterated the now-offcnd- 
^^ Eleanor, *' to ask of me such a ques- 
^^^n, when you must well know the an- 
8^ish I have suffered, at being for a mo- 

L 3 ment 



9f83 AN8ELM0. 

mihnt separatetl from my beloved frien 
the countess Anselmo." The vexatic 
that Albert felt from her reception 
him, :*vas softened bv this declaration < 
a<tention to his revered mother. The 
had before been unthinkingly continuin 
their way to the cottage ; now, howevei 
be thought proper to dismiss Florisec 
with a suitable present for her goodness 
a<nd obeyed the mandate of Eleanor t< 
conduct her to the castle. 

As they proceeded thither, Eleanc 
began, with that frankness which was s 
natural to her, to relate the causae of b^ 
flight from the cavern ; but that, Mon 
aiiban said, had been already related t 
liim by his mother — " No, rather t« 
me/' replied the impetndXis youth, "th 
event which has released you from am^ 
nast^rv ?*' With hesitation she answer^ 
— " } have been ill, very ill, for mai^ 
weeks past, and therefore my guardi3 
has consigned me to the care of 'his b^ 
uevolent lady until I am recovered."— • 

''On J 
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"Only till then ?"— " I know not to 

the contrary/' replied the dejected Ele- 

^'^or, to whom this latter question had 

Renewed the uncertainty of her future 

'^te^ and forcibly recallmg to her me- 

^ory the forlorn condition of an or- 

P'^^ri, even under the most prosperous 

'^^ timstances in lif^, suffused her eyes 

'^^l> tears. 

The cause of your illness, my love," 
^^tinued Albert, " has then proceeded 
^tn your unjust confinement, and for 
*^5ch you are indebted to the confessor 

^^ovico, .whose cruelty " — " Par- 

•^ix me,'* she replied, " if I say that 
^U have been wrong informed ; and as 
^ exteauation of the strictness with 
^liich our confessor exercises his autho- 
^ty, I niust acquaint you, that it arises 
Xom his due observance of the foi^ms of 
^ur church, and his great piety ; the 
Dfiind of Lodovico is torn with inward 
anguish, and it has been a subject of 

L 4 surprise 



\ 
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surprise amongst the conventuals, that 
he can continue to exist under such a 
pressure of mental agony, seldom al* 
lowing himself an interval of rest to 
sooth his perturbed imagination." To 
Montauban's question, of hearing the 
icison of that inquietude ? Eleanor an^ 
swered — '* I hTive more than once re- 
quested of sister Cecilia to relate L^^ 
dovico's history, but she evinced so muc4^ 
real agitation, and such marked displesi- '* 
sure at my curiosity, that I determine 
(highly prizing her friendship) neve 
to repeat such a wish in future : the rcs?^ 
of the nuns appear equally desirous o 
eluding any conversation respecting th 
confessor; all, therefore, that I coul<i^ 
learn from them was, that Lodovico ha^^ 
not always been accustomed to the sc-*** 

m 

elusion of a cloister, had witnessed ex-*** 

tensive scenes in lifc^ and been very" 

unfortunate ; they would then conclude 
by saying — ' Seek, therefore, to knour^ 

D0» 
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HO more, Eleanor but rest assured that 
our beloved confessor commands our 
tinited pity." 

" Lull not yourself into security by 
their insidious doctrine/* eagerly replied 
Montauban, '^ their pretended asseve- 
rations; Lodovico may be a saint in 
<>vit\vard demeanour, yet at heart a hy* 
pocrite. Believe me, his time is not 
always dedicated to prayer ; the confes- 
sor has not numbered forty years; his 
^'Jimated countenance, fine form, and 
^)'€s that at once, by their keen expres- 
^'^n, dart conviction on his discourse^ 
^^^ no doubt many proselytes, whilst 
'^v^ardly be may be a rank voluptuary. 
^ ^as Lodovico," ejaculated the lover, 
'^h rising anger at the idea, ^' that 
'^'icited count Ansclmo to have you 
^Onured, Eleanor, within the walls of 
Convent ; it was Lodovico who ac- 
-^^^inted your guardian of my altach- 
* ^ lit towards you ; and it is this man, 
^^ pretended devotee of religious forms, 

L 5 who 
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\9ho now seeks, and hopes to accomplisii 
the design of dragging you an immo- 
lated victim to the altar — to seclude yo« 
for ever in the deep and cheerless gloor 
of monastic apathy. Rise, therefore 
superior, Eleanor, to the danger that 
impending over .you,'* continued Moa 
auban, with the utmost emotion ; '* t: 
nobly resolute; the attribute most a€ 
ceptable to God is a life passed in activ 
virtue, not in passive duty towards si 
omniscient Creator; fly then from a ecu r 
try that olTers no equivalent for the \c^* 
of your freedom ; seek for refuge in 
kinder region, where liberty is ackno'V 
ledged to be a birth-right, and every i H 
habitant enjoys the fruits of it. F^ 
your sake> my Eleanor, I will be mysi^ 
an alien ; will, on the olive branch ^ 
peace revisiting my native land, folic 
you to the farthermost parts of xM 
globe; consent to be mine by the ho- - 
ties of our church, let me be yourpr*^ 
tector^ and then who will be so happ 
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SO sopremely blest, as Albert de Mont- 

auban ;*' 

"Ah! where," replied the weepiny 
girl, « would you .have me seek for 
rt| ^^^^^, young as I am, ignorant of fo- 
''fiign customs, and without a friend (i/ 
^displease the count Anselmo) to suc- 
cour or advise me in so forlorn a situ- 
ation ?" 

"England, my love!" he exclaimed^ 
^th fervour, " is the country that will 
^fieryou an asylum; in that protected 
^'e, the stranger and unfortunate, of 
>^batever nation or state they may hap- 
pen to belong, receives succour, aid, 
^^d support. To Britain, then, would 
Consign you, and into the arms of a 
• ^Vered relation now resident there, a 
^^^r of my mother, who many years 
'*^Ce was united to an English gentle- 
/^^ti of the name of Stanmore, a particu- 
^ ^ friend of her brother, St. Orvilld. — 
was a happy union," sighed Albert, 
he reflected how difTere^t would be 

L 6 hi» 
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his fate, if unsuocessful in his pres 
suit; "for Olivia loved Stanmore v 
the tenderest affection ; he too meri 
the treasure he had acquired, for to 
most brilliant intellectual qualities 
joined an universal philanthropy ; 
widow, the stranger, and the orphan, 
blest bv his munificence, and hail him 
their guardian angel." 

'^ Tempt me not, Monfauban," int 
rupted Eleanor with firmness; "ten 
me not to a dereliction of my duty, 
such sweet dreams of promised felici 
let reason, not passion, direct our p 
suits; and then, however tempestu< 
the troubled sea -of life may pro 
j'eace shall waft us to a happy shbre 
last. Reflect but for a moment," 
continued, " the- oblijjations I owe 
count Anselmo ; it is true he was for 
to take me under his protection ; 
tl at could have only actuated him 
the period that his personal safety • 
out of danger: when that was secur 



'onger was there any compulsion to 
ice the count to adhere to the impe- 
s demand of my father, (if the man 

delivered me into his hands, desert- 

me at such a tender age, can be 
?d as such); no, there was none: 
1 his natural compassion and genero- 

therefore, (which is ever inherent in 
noble mind, ) from these alone am I 
ibted solely for my present existence ; 

would you have me return such 
dness with base ingratitude ?'* 
he lover, although not well con- 
:ed by these arguments of the im- 
:ticabi!ity of his proposition, yet 
ight it most advisable to defer ur- 
5 it till some more favourable op- 
tunity. should present itself. The 
ient turrets of Valleroy, frowning 
1 majestic grandeur, now appeared 
view, and thither Monlauban and 
UDor continued their way in mutual 
nee, .except being now and then 
ken by the deep-drawn sighs of Al- 



bert, that could not avoid being infec- 
tious to his companion, and causing her 
real sorrow, which the following events, 
of that night was by no means calculated 
to alla}\ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Glory is like a circle in the water> 

Which never ccaseth to enlarge -Itseif, 

Till by broad spreading it disperse to nought* 

Shakespeare. 

Resuming the narrative of count Ansel- 
mo, whom we have before mentioned as 
having arrived at the castle of Oldenzo, 
and from the private conference of that 
evening between the friends, and the 
unpleasant communication he had re- 
ceived from Rodolphus, had so deeply 
agitated his mind, as to cause even a mo- 
mentary derangement of intellect. In 
that melancholy state, the count had 
risen from his bed, to prepare for his 

instantaneous 



instantaneous departure to Turin ; to 
expedite that intention, he resolved to 
pursue the rest of his journey on horse- 
back, without waiting for his attendants; 
for whom he left orders that they 
might proceed at their leisure. 

As Anselmo pursued his route through 
Piedmont, and on entering the precincts 
of its capital, many a recollection, pain- 
ful to his mind, arose of past occur- 
rences. How unlike is (he present with 
the past ! truly uncertain are all the 
events of life; and how unforeseen do 
these crowd on us ! Mortifvino; to his 
pride must it then have been to reflect 
upon his former grandeur, and the pre- 
sent humiliating change — he who had 
never before returned to this place with- 
out receiving, if possible, additional ho- 
mage — he whom the people always 
flocked in crowds to see, and to extol 
the man whom .they emphatically styled 
the saviour of their country, and whom 
they almost worshipped as a god — him 

whoce 



y^hose name even their children were 

taught^ in their first accents, to lisp its 

praise, and then, preceded by these young 

1 embryos of a flourishing state, these fu- 

^ ture defenders of its glory, have strewn 

with flowers the streets through which he 

passed, and crowned, as a memento of a 

nation's love and gratitude, the brows of 

. their hero with unfading laurel. Mark 

L 

the reverse ! behold him now forsaken, 
V neglected, and despised ! How unstable, 
how transitory, is popular favour ! which 
has oftener proved rather a misery than 
a blessing to him that has possessed it ; 
seldom founded on judgment or sound 
reason, and therefore can never be last- 
ing ; a delirium of the brain for the 
moment, fatal to those whose minds are 
dazzled by such false illusions, or deceit- 
ful phantoms ; a loud clamour is raised, 
under the stale pretence of redressing 
jsome grievance, of which the poor in 
every state complain, who invariably 
suppose themselves oppressed by the 

rich: 



rich : this mania soon becomes of 21 
extent truly alarming; the prime move 
of these proceedings is adored by the 
infatuated multitude with the most wild 
enthusiasm; thousands repair to the* 
standard of their favourite ; thev wade 
through blood to exalt him; they sacri- 
fice the lives and property of the peace*, 
able and well-disposed at the shrine of 
that mistaken idol called libertv, bat 
which, in fact, is only another expressioa 
for anarchy and confusion, and ending 
generally in complete subjugation and 
unlimited slavery. In forwarding this 
supposed good, they are in their opi* 
nions overbearing, insolent, anddespotic* 
when power is engrafted on ignorance, 
all modest and private virtues are hurled 
from the scene of action — all sense, ^^ 
religion, is discarded from their tribunal 
But lo! fallacious hope! no sooner do^' 
this favoured champion of their rigH^ 
and liberties possess himself of all tb^ 
proffered confidence, than flattered t^- 

succe^ 
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Huccess, he grasps at iinivei-sar sway, 
and subjects the credulous miiltitucle to 
abject slavery : for a time even should a 
feturn of reason glance on the minds of 
his deluded followers that thev have been 
Woefully disappointed in their expecta- 
tions, they are ashamed, they dare not 
at once acknowledo:e the error into 
which they have fallen ; the fuel of 
revenge, however, lays ranklinji^ in -sheir 
hreasts, which a single breath blows into 
aflame, and then is their fornner idol 
sacrificed to the manes of those whose 
hlood they h^d so lamentably, so un- 
jusrfy shed, for his unwarrantable and 
't^^iividual ambition. 

Some slight shaded difference except* 

^"* such was the situation of the count 

■Anselmo at this period. The mysterious 

^^^ the sudden death of the general de 

■^^Ontauban in the prison of Oristagni, 

^^ the count's marriage with Almeria, 

^forc the second year of her widow- 

^od had expired, was an event that 

afforded 
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afforded ample scope for his enemies 
work upon, and in which they we 
now beyond (heir hopes successfi 
Having learned that the duke of Save 
regretted (he loss of Anselmo's counse 
and had it in contemplation to reqiies 
his return to the official department thei 
occupied by signior Rodolphus, they iii 
dustrioiisly circula(ed the most malevo- 
lent repor(s, to a(tach to their intercs 
the remaining friends of the count, an< 
even to join in the popular outcry, b; 
having gone so far as to have pronouD 
ced him deeply concerned, and an abe 
tor in the untimely end of the genera 
whom they firmly believed had been ba 
baroiisly murdered. 

A meeting of the nobles was accot 
ingly held at the senate-house, to t3 
this subject under their consideratic 
and to digest the most efficient means 
proving the truth or fallaciousness 
such a rumour. It was unanimou- 
agreed by that assembly that they shot 

prese 
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F^n^ a petition to their sovereign for 
thaf purpose ; and further prayed that 
the body of th€ lamented Leontine de 
Monfaiiban should be removed from Sar- 
dinia to Turin ; and to mark the grate- 
ful sense of the people, for the services 
^he general had so conspicuously ren- 
dered his country, to bestow on it a pub- 
lic funeral. 

The prayer of the petition was granted 

^y the duke of Savoy, and emissaries 

injinediatelv sent off to Cagliari oi> the 

''Melancholy occasion : instructions had 

"ccn likewise given to signior Rodol- 

phus, to apprize his predecessor of the 

p3st occurrences, requiring (if the count 

^^♦ended to refute the charges brought 

^-gainst him) an immediate attendance in 
Savoy. 

Rodolphus, then on the eve of re- 

^^''ning into Tuscany, thought it most 

^^visable, therefore, to communicate 

^^^e instructions at a personal inter- 

'^W; the relation of which it was that 

caused 
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caused the count such severe angtiish, 
and actuated his sudden disappearance 
from the castle of Oldenzo. 

On Anselmo's arrival at Turin, and on 
entering: the ffate of Port de Suz^, the 
town presented a scene of the utmost 
splendour. It was the day of Corpus 
Domini ; a grand procession of the in- 
habitants, sumptuously attired, was then 
proceeding to the church, to celebrate 
the occasion, and to offer up their 
thankso[ivin«:s for the miracle.* 

To 

I 

♦ Tlie church of Corpus Domini is one of the best ia 
Turin, the inside being entirely composed of the most 
beautiful marble, and adorned with precious relics, aris^ 
ing from the numerous donations wlikh are continually 
presented to it. For the building of this sanctuary 
(tradition says) it was indebted to the following pheno- 
menon : — In the year 1453, during a trifling war between 
the inhabitants of Suze and the Dauphiness, a Pied- 
snontese soldier stole out of a church, in the village of 
Isiigli^, the host, in a silver stand, which he loaded, with 
' otiier mcreha&dize, on his mule : when he came U) Turla, 

tbe 
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^ To avoid observation^ therefore, the 
[ count did not repair to bis mansion (of 
v^hich he still had possession ) till niid« 
night, but went to a' house in the sub- 
urbs, belonging to one Lusignan, who 
liad formerlv acted as his secretary-. An* 
•selnfio was received by him with much 
pleasure, and every accommodation of- 
fered to alleviate the fatigues of his 
journey. Lusignan was a man of strict 
integrity, of unshaken faith, and like- 
wise possessed of great courage. During 
ihe late process against his patron, singly 
' had he contended to plead in Anselmo's 
favour^ to state the inconsistency of 

many 

the animfil rested at this spot, and its burden fell off; the 
£tand then opened of itself, and the host came out, and 
ro^e instantly In the air, where it reniainet) till the bishop, ' 
Louis Roinagnana, followed by many of the cler^iy, ar- 
rived, and through their prayers, brought the host to 
^nter into the chalice, or cup, which he held. To preserve 
the memory of which, they built a tknall cha^.el; and ia 
tlie year 1607 it was altered by the deiroat i.iliabitauis of 
'Xurin ixuo a niaguifi<;ent church* 
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jnany of their arguments; and concluded 
a very nervous harangue, by saying, 
that he would pledge his own life for 
the innocence of the count Anselmo. j 
On the senators remonstrating at the* 
unseasonable warmth with which Lusig- 
nan had spoken, he replied — ** I pray 
you, my noble lords, tP pardon the 
manner of my speech, having been at- 
tentive only to weigh the substance o^ 
it, to which I request your gracious con-^ 
sidcration. I repeat," he continued, 
'* and humbly submit to your lordships' 
calm reflection, the improbability of i 
such a crime as that imputed to my no- ' 
ble patron. The count, although un- 
known to onr beloved general de Morit- 
auban, was his most strenuous supporter. 
Is it possible, then, that my noble lords 
can draw an unfavourable inference from 
that circumstance, which at the tiinC 
was so much applauded, and added aii- 
other laurel to the many he has so justly 

fought for, and received from his grat^- 

ful 
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fvl countiymen f If so, in vain may 
we look For friejidship ! It is certainly 
Bot in the breast of wise men, for they 
will fear tlie misconstruction that might 
arise from doing a generous action ; not 
in the breast of fools, for they only have 
a friendship for themselves ; nor is it 
to be expected from the herd of priests 
that daily crowd to our altars, for their 
prevailing sentiment is tlieir own sal- 
Wion. If friendship, therefore, should 
Ve discarded from those with whom it 
has hitherto been nurtured — the sensible, 
^ell-informed patriots, its name must 
hecome a dead letter, and consigned for 
ever to oblivion. Reflect, my noble 
lords," continued Lusignan, with enthu- 
siastic ardour, arising from the import- 
ance of the subject, *^that it is by the 
exercise of brotherly love we are taught 
^ regard the whole human species as 
^^t family ; the high and low, rich and 
P^or, created by one Almighty Being, 
^d sent into the world for the aid, and 
Vol, I. M support. 
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support, and protecuoix of ^ach other* 
Oh this principle, man UTMtes man of 
every country, sect^ and opinion; anA 
conciliates true friendship among thost 
tvho might otherwise have remained at 
perpetual distance. Relief, my lords^ si 
the next tenet of our profession :. to re* 
leve the distressed is a duty incumbenl 
on all men, but particularly on me» 
ivho are all Ihiked together by an indis^ 
aotuble chain of sincere affection. To 
sooth the unhappy, to sympathize witk 
their miiyfortunes, to compassionate their 
miseries, and to restore peace to their 
troubled minds, is the grand aim we 
ought to have in view. On this basis . ] 
we establish our friendship, and totOk 1 
our connexions." 

So strong, howi^er, was the prepo^ 
session of Anselmo's guilt in the minl^ 
of the people, that all argument inclia-*' 
ing to favour the supposed culprit wA^ 
rendered unavailing and nugatory. Tb© 
populace bad even gone so hr as to pro^ 

nounce 
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Bounce Lusignan an accomplice in the 
foul deed ; and on his retiring from the 
senate-house^ he was treated by them 
ivtth marked indignation and insult; not* 
withstanding which, being conscious of 
his innocence, he nobly withstood the 
torrent of clamour that was raised against 
himself, and likewise continued to exalt 
Ibe character of his patron, and express 
sbhorrence at Cheir unjustifiable pro- 
ceedings. Lusignan, therefore* acted up 
to the principle of equity he had so 
forcibly recommended ip others; and 
K^ved the only remaining friend of the 
€ount at this juncture. Faithfully d\d' 

l)e now then relate to Anselmo every 

• 

circumstance of this strange and unac- 
countable process ; and at the same time, 
Respectfully offering his services to tfie 
^ounr in any way that might be thought 
*vost useful. " Yet, my lord," con- 
^^ued the good. old man, ^' do not too 
•^tily trust professions of friendships 
Bor reveal youc thoughts too readily; 
i M 2 for 
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for I fully agree in opinion with th* 
wise son of Siracbf that * false friend! 
arc nlwc^ys the most ilangerous foe«/ 
Pardon the boldness of my offering ybtf 
advice," said Liisignan, " the presump- 
tive manner, too^ in which I tender it ; 
having seen and thoroughly scanned thi^ 
motives, the pursuits of mankind^ \tt 
general, and by tracing the evil soured 
from whence it springs, I have been 
enabled to steer clear of the vortex into 
which the greater part of the human 
race unthinkingly plunge themselvti^ 
The prevailing passion I allude to i< 
pride, the false notion of attaining 
happiness by grandeur; their vanityj 
therefore, is insurmountable, and they 
spare no pains to arrive at this desired 
good, from an idea too often implanted 
in the youthful breast, that the rich an'c 
powerful are always gliding on a call* 
surface, and without they attain it like 
wise, their lives will be as a trouble^ 
sea, invaded by storms and tempests. 

bar^ 



liave founds by long experience^ it is to* 
that passloa alone, therefore^ from 
"ivbence arises, real misery ia this world, 
and is the cause even of aii imperfect 
belief of a future one ; the gay and 
thoughtless can never be made sensible 
of their error until they feel the weight 
of it; they say>^only point out to us onq 
idrantage obtained by an humble sta- 
tion, and we will follow it- To hav^ 
tnitb announced to you, at all times, is 
^^salutary and beneficial in its effects, 
'''hereas, in prosperity, every thing ap- 
P^r$ under false colours of flattery and- 
JHsidious friendship, where the baneful 
^Cftom of envy is nurtured, and in the 
CQd^too often overthrows, by its hidden^ 
poison, the favourite of the fickle god- 
fkss." 

This garrulity of the old man, in exf 
Pressing his sentiments and opinions, 
^% not displeasing to the count Ansel- 
^^.j >dio, in acquiescing with the latter 
^'^arks, (Bxcl^imed-T-*: Oh Aloj^ri^, tp 

M 3 thy 



thy fatal charms then am I indebted 
for all my misfortunes!" — ^'^ Think not 
so, my lord/' replied Lusignan ; '' 1 
trust many happy days will yet awaiC 
on you ; should fate, however, unfortu- 
nately doom it that your enemies shal 
sleep in security, and yourself fall a vi(?- 
tim to their machinations, never, m^ 
lord, oh ! never," continued the worthy 
secretary, '* let your countess be a<r 
quainted with the unhappy cause cr 
your downfall, for the' agony of hr 
mind, on reflecting on the circumstance 
which led to it, will drive her to maA 



ness ! " 
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How can I prevent the misery yo'' 
so emphatically foretell, Lusignan?"-— 
'* Know you not, my lord," he replies 
to this que$li)[)n of the count, *' that i i 
the province of Umbria, near the tovr : 
of Foligno, stands an uninhabited vill^ 
formerly belonging to the ancient f3fl 
mily of Thersilochus, and which was l^i 
to a nephew^ who was shipwrecked 

SOflCl' 
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some years ago, in his voyage to Af- 

giers, where he was going to release, 

hy ransom, a female captive, that had 

teen taken by the Moors, a lady to 

whom it was supposed the young man 

was fondly attached ? It has now de- 

volved to a distant relative, who, not 

approving of the situation, has suffered 

the noble mansion to go into decay; 

^ and therefore an old peasant and his 

^ife, whose cottage h contiguous, have 

been entrusted with the keys of the 

dwelling, with the power of disposing 

^f the structure, should a purchaser be 

found for it. • 

'* This, my lord," then continued Lu- 
^ignan, *' I would advise you to fix on 
for the retreat of the countess Anselmo, 
^'^til the period it may please Heaven 
^^ allow you to return with her in safety 
^0 Valleroy ; nor should there be any 
^'*>tie lost in carrying this scheme into 

^^ecution; for to my certain know- 

ledge^^ 
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}edge, the friends of the deceased gene* 
ral de Montauban h^ve applied to the 
senate to separate Almeria from yoa 
by force, for the professed purpose of 
placing the countess in a convent for the 
rest of her life." 

'* Distraction \" exclaimed the nov 
ungovernable Anselmo^ on rising from 
his seat, and whilst pacing the roomi 
with hurried and unequal steps^ ''may 
every torment light upon the wretches 
for so diabolical an invention ! Tear 
from me my wife ! the saint-like 
Almeria from the protecting arms of 
a husband ! my Drain's on fire ! I can no 
longer bear to hear the accumulating 
insults which are preparing fqr me ! Be* 
fore to-morrow's dawn will I repair to 
iTie palace/' continued Aiiselmo, with 
increasing fury, '' then will I throw 
myself at the feet qf my sovereign^ 
etate my wrongs^ the cruelty of my ene» 
mieff^ unfold the designs of these men 

oC 
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of bloodj and turn the sacred sword 
of justice to their own destruction !" A 
pause ensued after these wild exclama-* 
tions of the count ; Lusignan, however, 
Temained silent. Anselmo then went on 
*^" Is my honourable house^ and the 
mme of my noble ancestors^ to be tra- 
duced by such miscreants ? deluded vi- 
pers ! love^ they suppose, has made me 
. ft coward ; a grovelling, mean*spirited 
<^oxcomb ; afraid to meet the eye of a 
lABin; metamorphosed^ perhaps^ into t 
<irKelling waiting-maid. They shall bei 
kwcver, better acquainted with me/* 
^j^culated Anselmo^ with a convulsive 
faugh, « know me better ;: the flame of 
B^ory^ although for some lime dormant 
^ my soul, is not extinguished ; my sin* 
S^t arm shall hurl them headlong from 
the height which they have so ignobly 
TUised. themselves^ by consummate act 
and treachery unparalleled !" 
In vain did Lusignaa endeavour, to 
. '■ calm. 



calm those passionate tumultuous dechr 
rations of count Anselmo : all argument^ 
however, was inefTectuat, in the present 
unhappy state of his mind : this worthy 
man, therefore, who had only .acted the 
part of a true frtend, in tendering advice 
and givrng information to Anselmo, that 
he might be enabled to counteract the 
designs of his enemies, foreseeing, noWr 
that the le§st opposition would tend ] 
only to exasperate the ahready-agitated 
feelings of his patron, in the most re* j 
apectful manner pleaded excuse for the 
Hnseasonable warmth in which he had 
spoken, and th^n left the apartment. 

Some time after this elapsed before tht 
countcould sufficiently recover himselfta 
receive Lusignan again into his presence 
The hour for his departure drew near; 
the pious votaries of Corpus €hristi had 
all returned to their habitations, and etr 
eepting a few love*stricken youths, wha 
were employed in serenading near the 

dwelling!^ 



llings of their litrstresses, the city 
I perfectly tranquil, and free from in« 
nlptioti* 

3n a female 8er\'ant apprnring with 
ite lights^ and oth^r refreshments. An- 
mo ordered Lusignan to re-enter the 
amber, and on his obeying it, said*— 
Well, my good, friend, I have not 
en unmindful of vour sa^^e advice: 
id to convince you of the truth of what 
say, to-morrow I purpose sending in- 
ructions to my confidential steward to 
urchase the villa with all possible speed, 
id to prepare it for the reception of 
le countess Anselmo." 

'* I hope, my good lord," he replied, 
that you will, in this instance, not be 
:tuated by any suggestions, without 
ilmly reflecting yourself on the pro- 
•iety of such an expedient, which you 
ill be more competent to judge of after 

interview with our royal duke."-—*' I 
ink with you," said the county ** and 
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'1 

as xhr Ri^t is far idvtnced, will no \ 
iDncn* trouble jou; in the tnorntngp 1 



lij^erer. I have to request youi'attend- 
uce on xne lo the palace;" which being 
assented to. Anselmo then took leave of 
Lu:iif r.an« and imxnediately departed. 
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; CHAP. I. 

, 1 

Such is the weakness of all mortal hope, 
So fickle is the state of earthly things. 
That ere they come into their aimed sc-ope, 
They fiiU so short of our fiail reckonings. 
And hring us bale and bitter sorrowings. 
Instead of comfort which we should. embrace 

Spemceb. 

,A.LONE, Mt" attended even by a single! 
dofnesHc, did the count then proceed, and 
safely arrive at his own mansion adjoin<^ 
ing the citadel. The structure of it was 
magnificent, and well accorded to the 
splendour of its interior decorations. In 
the grand hall, which was supported by 
* VOL. II. B noble 



ndble.pillars of the Corinthian oi 
senators had usually met to disci 
Anselmo on affairs of state. Tt 
^used to be seen ambassadors c 
ous nations, delivering their crc 
for the count's approbation, bef< 
thought it advisable ^o lay then 
feet of their sovereign ; and in 
'Structure, this princely residence 
jn former times was graced by 
courtly dame, where 

^* The ^east, the irarol, and tlie dance, 
Minstrels and music; poetry and play, 
With hails by ni^t, and toumamen(;s b^ 
P The godjless, Pleasure, held her sov'i^ign 

There was Anselmo now obliged 
in d'lsguise,^and even to. annoii 
name before he could obtain adt 
fl'om bis own ^rvants. 

In mute astonishment they co 
their master to his chamber, who. 
missing them, gave orders to be 2 
early as five the next morn in 
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^unt ihen employed the intervening 
l^ours in penning an affectionate letter 
"^o his Almeria> urging the necessity of 
her retiring into Vmbria. To enforce a 
'i^^ady conipliance witli whicb^ a derang- 
^ state of bis finances was particularly 
dwelt on as the Mtensible motive, 

From the general tenor of her life^ alnd 

^ve of solitude^ Anselmo bad ho doubt 

^^ the countess's compliance with this 

"^^nciinand. The epistle was then con- 

<^Iuded by saying, that as hfer retirement 

^^Uld^only be temporary^ it was his wish 

^nat Eleanor should be sent immediately 

^ tlie convent of Santa Maria^ and there 

^^tnain until his return to Valleroy. 

-*I*o remove every fear respecting Al- 

^*^ de Montauban, whom lie well knew 

^^erished an extreme fondness for his 

Protegee, and although supposed by the 

^^Unt to be actively engaged In the ser- 

"^^ce of his country, yet he determined 

^^ send a written order likewise to the 

"^Onfessor Lodovico, to apprize him of 

B 2 his 



4 AXSEtSra. 

Kis resoliitJon respecting her, and to 
bid' Eleanor's intercourse with any sf 
gers; and further, that she was to be 
iiied the permission of conversing e 
at the convent grate, Anselmo' 1 
wrote the following lines with a tr 
bling ban J, and extreme agitation :— 



'' This severe prohibition to 
sure the safety of Eleanor, and my ialti 
intention to effect that first wish of 
heart, in which you must be well c 
vinced, Lodovico, I can only be actus 
from the sincerest motives and tende 
affefction for my lovely girl, whose 
ture happiness it certainly behoves 
to promote and ensure as much as i 
my power; and had I before confor 
to your advice, I think my mind wt 
have been at ease, and the pangs I 
suffer respecting her avoided.- Nom 
however, of unavailing regret ; the 
secret which torments my soul i 

n 
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n^vcr be divulged. In you, Lodovico, 
Kave I trusted— let me not be deceived 
• — continue to be my friend, but seek to 
know no more of my eventful life, than 
that in one cause Lodovico and Anselmo 
are alike interested and immutable* The 
inauspicious star that presided at my 
tirth now lowers over my head, and fore- 
tells great changes. A few hours will 
decide my defeat or victory. If the 
former, imprisonment for life will be my. 
poriion-T-the latter, reversed on my ene- 
?^jtt with never-ceasing vengeance. 

*'-You say Montauban loves Eleanor — •, 
•o do 1. Be careful of your charge, Lo- 
dovico ; should they ever again meet, 
^^rthem asunder — confine thepresump-. 
tUoQs girl to her cell — : feed her with 
-''^ad and water— fasting, pi-ayer, and 
Pgid authority, will stifle the unruly pas- 
?Pn, and bring her to a sense of reason. 
Should that, however, fail, you know my 
^^ed determination, which, although it 
^ Severe, I am reSolved on. i 

b3 5'iBy 
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" By my orders, Altneria departs fi 
Valleroy at the same period that Elea 
returns to your convent; I commit 
care of the countess to my faithful stews 
Rubinelli. Her son, the impetuous 
bert, shall repent his boldness and di 
bediehce. Never again shall he dare 
enter into my presence^ or his mothei 
Almeria being my wrfe, is therefore s 
ject to my will and pleasure. An ene 
of mine must be considered as hers a 
If one common interest does not b 
the irrefragable sentence pronounced 
each so solemnly at the altar, it is a j 
fanation, by the decree of Heaven, 
merits condign punishment With 
6ame fervency that I now love Aim 
do I dislike her son. Albert de M( 
auban and Theodore Anselmo are i 
concflable foes. To me, Lodovico, is 
proud stripling indebted for his p 
perous advance into royal favc 
through my recommendation he 
likewise obtained distinguished mark 

hoc 
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^tloiir in that army whichi have so of- 
'ti led to the field of battle, and confer^ 
'4 with glory ; and for all this, these 
'^ited endeavours of my zeal to serve 
'^ ofispring of Almeria, am I requited 
^1y with the sting of ingratitude; and 
^ir my fotly, laughed at, scorned, and 
Isuhed. It is through Albert de Mont- 
Liban that I am now forced from my 
omains, to appear as a criminal at the 
Durt of Savoy. He is at the head of 
fie foul conspiracy that seeks my de« 
truction. One more capable of exe^ 
nling the black design is not to be 
outid m the empire ; yet let him beware 
»f the revenge of an Italian. I f the son 
if my wife becomes the public accuser 
>f Anselmo, the whole united world to 
ave the miscreant shall not screen him 
•rom my fury, 

^' I /will not, howevei^ longeir dwell on 
lie subject ; for it ia a weakness to comr 
plain of misfortunes where selfi-couiage 
is only wanting to redress them. : 

B 4 'Jl expect 
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'^ I expect ilodolphus in Piedmont 
the ensuing month ; it was bis intention 
to visit you at Santa Maria on his jour* 
neytifither; I have just recollected the 
reason for it — to make a request (by de- 
sire ofhislady) for the company of Elea- 
nor^ during her daughter's ab^ence^ for a 
few weeks, on a party of pleasure to Ar- 
rezzo. I believe they had my permis- 
sion when at Oldenzo ; I leave it to your 
judgment whether it will be proper to 
accord with that promise. Keverend fa* 
ther^ I remain^ with the most perfect ei- 
teem and attachment for your persoiH 
, your knowledge^ and excellent; qu9litiei» 
irrevocably yourti/ 



The count having carefully closed and 
ftealed thiese letters for* Tuscan y^ then 
awaked with extreme inipatieDce tbeab* 
tival of Lusignan. 

About seven o'dock his steward ea« 

tercd 



ANSEtHO.* 9 

bered the chamber, and bowing pro- 
foundly, said, with great hesitation — 

" My lord, I cpn\e to impart — " 

Anselmo being only attentive to the 
ibrmer words, interrupted him by say^ 
ng— -'^ I am glad of it. " , 

" My lord," replied the trembling do- 
foestic, in astonishment, ''are you serious 
in what you have said ?'' 

/' Certainly I am; ^nd no time must 
i>e lost ill needless preparation'; for on 
my return from the palace, yqu must iiji<- 
stantly set off to Valleroy, aiid from 
thence .to S<iQta Maria, with this packet 
FoT the cotjifipssor: Xodfwico. There will 
be further communications for yojii after 
[. have cons^ted. with my secretary, who 
[ expect ev^ry moment." 

Rubinelli could no longer remain si- 
lent— . . 

) ^' The gignior is now in your hou;se, ray 
iprd;" .^ 

/^ Admit him then," hastilyjrepUed the 
:ount, . 

B 5 *M dare 
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'^ I dare not-*-the officers of juitit^ 
are in the haU> and will not suflfer him to 
advance any further. They say, my lord, 
you are rtieir prisoner, "^ • ^ 

The poor fellow, who read in the 
countenance of his master an expretriof^ 
of extreme despair at this intelligcDC^i 
could not utter another syllable, ere* 
in answer to his question of — "Und^^ 
whose authority they acted ?" Anselmc^* 
however, supposing the order must hv^^ 
received the royal signature, he dete^^ 
mined to send his steward immediately 
into Tuscany, reflecting the least delaar^ 
of executing that design might be dac^^ 
gerous. 

In very few words, Rubinelli obtain 
his instructions to purchase the vilfa n 
Foligno for the residence of Almeria 
to inform the reverend father Lodovicr^^ 
of this proceeding of the court of Savo^^^ 
in respect to his master'— and to act o 
in concert with the confessor^ wb 
commands Rubinelli was implicitly 
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rely on and attend to ; and then dis- 

■ 

Hissing him> the count said — " Now I am 
prepared ;'' wBen instantly lie descended 
nto the hall^ to meet his unexpected vi- 
itants. 
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CHAP. II. 

I will instruct my sorrows to be proud ; 
For grief is proud^ and makes his lowner stoop. 

Sbakcspeai 

The native pride^ then, of Anselmo« ha '^- 
ever hurt, was not humbled by this n^vr 
occurrence; and therefore, with peculi^ 
dignity and natural firmness, he demand- 
ed of the officer to acquaint him with the 
motive of so singular and unjust a pro- 
ceeding } 

" The only information in my power ' 
\o give you, my lord/' he replied, " i» 
jny having received a peremptory order 
from the senate, that immediately on 
your arrival at Turin, we were to detai 
you in our custody, and no person to I: 
admitted into your presence without \a 



{ffiist jvocurpd a grant from a sena- 

*' I ibave he^rd enough^ sir; and as 
sh is. your jnaodate/ I sugpose I must 
bmit. But v^bere is my aecrctary ?-r- 
lat have you -done with :him ?-^is he 
Lewise youir prisoner ?" • 
'^ No, my lord/' replied the officer, tp 
isjquestioaofthe count's; ''signiorLu- 
rnan, on hearing that you \vere put 
^er an arrest, departed with much, pre- 
pitatipo/' 

'f That is as it should, be," answered 
nelmo. '' I am obliged to him for 
iis early dtsdtosiog bis true character. 
>u wUl. now .pepoeive, captain, the 
Ah of the following reflection-^thi^t 
vcrsity i* the only test by which yo*i 
lyrJuiow.a friends or an enemy: so 
oewell ito my worthy secretary, signior 
uBignan: :aQd," contiivuied be, in an 
iiiical tone> ^* well, ^gentlemen, what 
A loiSer ior youj: amusem^jut ? Come^ 

comcj 
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the head officer, and hhi coin panioi 
took ireety of the fare provided for 
and for some hours; by their fac 
discourse, they relieved the coun 
the agony with which he was so c 
oppressed. 

Rubinelli, who had been mdustt 
employing himself in regulating tl 
fairs of the household, before he i 
on his secret expedition, now d 
the apartment to handimore refresh 
to these unwelcome guests ; and oi 
senting some sherbet to his master 
sign infortned Anselmo every thin 
prepared for his journey; which wa 
differentlv returned bv the count. 
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wbicfa led from the garden into the 
md| he mounted his horse, and set oflf 
for Tuscany. 

In. the evenings Luzzara, whose sprrits 
were greatly exhilarated by the gene- 
W8 treatment be had met with from An- 
tthno; and being naturally of a more eom« 
nunicative turn of mind than his com- 
panion^ he related i& bis noble prisoner 
the history of his life. Several of the ad- 
^ntures were not devoid of interest; the 
count therefore listened with much com- 
^ifiince and attention to the following 
dilation: — 

" I am, my lord/' said Lozzara^ '* a 
^inian by birth, belonging to the 
'owQ of Cagliari. My mother was the 
^nly daughter of a merchant! of that 
Hace, named Sorreno. This old mantis 
happiness chiefly consisted in amassing 
^ches for an intended son-in-law of his, 
I Polish nobleman, called Lovinski, who 
fas very proud and very poor. His cir- 
:omstances, however^ were looked over 

by 
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by the merchant, in the consideration, that 
by uniting . his daughter Isabel to his 
friend, if would aggrandize the name of 
Sorreno for ever. 

'' Lave, my lord/' continued Luzzanr, 
with a deep sigh, " often makes sad ha* 
vock in the human breast. My father, at 
that period, wasemployedbysignior Sorre- 
no as an amanuensis; he likewise adored 
the youthful and beauteous Isabel ; nor 
was his passion unreturned: she gave him J 
so many unequivocal testimonies of hct | 
regard (which was heightened by the.idih 
determination ofSorreno for hisdaugbter% 
immediate union with the duke Lovlnski), 
that Isabel consented to my father's pro- 
posal of eloping from parental tyranny. 
They embarked for Italy — a priest join- 
ed their hands — and the marriage of Lush 
zaia and Isabel was publicly announced . 
at Cagliari, to the great discomfiture of 
signior Sorreno and his ffiend, .who bad 
arrived in Sardinia only the day preced- 
ing the flight of the lovers. 

"By 



ANSELMO. 17 

** By this fatal act, however, my mo- 
ther was left portionless ; for at the de- 
lOQiae of her father^ which took place soon 
' ^fter^ the immense fortune of the mer-- 
chant devolved^ by his express command, 
Ud a sister tha$ came to reside with him 
immediately on d^eparture of his daugh- 
ter^ whose disobedience Sorreno never 
>^ould pardon. 

"Every hope was then at an end of Isa* 

bel being eiMbl^d/tQ return with her hus- 

li|tulitiiO;S9ivcli&ia; and as a situation of- 

fcn4 lor .his acceptance in Parisy my (a* 

Httr/!;^ptotaou^ the young man, '' eager* 

'y embraced it^i and for many years sup- 

P4rted my ; qfiotber, whom he te;nderly 

l^ved, a}tbough not in affluence, with .^ 

I *ufllcieDcy . to render her contented* 

I Ffom too eiices^ive an application to 

I Wudy, howevex, his health declined ; and 

^ increasing ' lexpences of a young fa- 

^l(^;SQ greatly depressed Jbis spirits, thaf 

^Wertgjh my father, was obliged. tp give 

^P the piace Jh^ pccupicd. , 
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'' At this distressing jufictiire^ a frieii 
of his particularly interested himself ij 
our behalf, and procured Marsias^ mj 
eldest brother, then' about miieteeD, a 
situation in Sardinia.** 

'^ Marsias !" replied the count, iviA 
surprise; and continued— -'' Is he yoiff 
brother ?**^ 

'' Yes, my lord/' answered Luzzara^ 
'* but more of him hereafter. I had a 
sister, lovely in person as in* mind^ibe 
was consigned, at the age of twelve, to 
be companion to a lady who resided il 
Venice ; from whose relations> toweWi 
we received, ere fifteen months* had ex« 
pired of her absence from ds, the afBirt' 
ifxf; intelligence af Isabel havii<ig teen 
taken, as well as her mistress, by a tan* 
dittt,i whilst on a journey to Verckia; tirf 
although great rewards had been offered 
for any person who would explore tM 
recesses of the mountains, in search^ 
the unfortunates, strange to tdl/ ^alr 
though several years have expired sHiCC 

thai 
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ikt miserable event, my lord,** con- 
tinued LuTzara, ** they have never since 
' been heard of/' 

'^ Your family has indeed sofTered se- 
vere misfortunes, and commands the sin- 
cerest pfty,** said the count, much inte- 
i^ed by the narration of Luzzara ; ivho 
then continued — 

'* Ah, my lord ! they were light in 

f 

comparison to those that followed them. 
My poor mother fell a victim to the grief 
Wh which she was overwhelmed by the 
lo^of my sister. On finding that her 
dissolution drew near, she requested me 
^oupproach the bedside, and read to her 
some prayers. To calm the agonies of ah 
^piringsaint, I performed the melanch6>- 
h dnd afflicting mandate : and when the 
pious task was finished, which had been 
tendered almost inaudible by my fre- 
^ttent sobs, and the unutterable anguish 
ft^t oppressed me on that miserable day 
•gently rose her fainting frame, and by 
wr desire, supported her bead with pil- 
lows* 
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lows, that shie might breathe more fre 
ly, and delivered to me her last iojunc* 
tion. Excuse these tears, my lord," said 
Luzzara to the count; '^ they ill become 
a soldier ; yet whenever sad remembrance, 
brings to my mind her hapless fate, ^^^y. 
will flow in spite of all my endeavours 
to conquer so womanish a weakness ; I 
shall never forget it. With clasped hands 
and uplifted eyes my mother implored 
Heaven to be merciful^ and to forgive 
the errors of her youthful days. She 
then embraced ine; and with falteriDg 
Accents and beseeching looks, said—' I 
pray you console and comfort the dec 
clining days pf. your venerable. father, I 
grieve only for niy ;husband*— ^my aflfec; 
tionate Luzzara/ she continued ; ' for at 
his aged years, my tender care is roo^t 
required to soften the pangs^ and heal 
the wounds inflicted on him for the los^ 
of my darling Isabel ; therefore I cott; 
jure yoii, if you ever hope to enjoy the 
happiness of a mind at ease, and wish to 

gladden 
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gladden the heart of your parent, never 

• 

rest in quiet till you have found my Isa- 
bel—bear to her, as the last legacy of a 
dying tnbther, this kiss — say to her, my 
Cornelias, that 1 invoked every angel to 

protect my child ; and * More she 

>islied to have said to me, my lord," 
.continued Luzzara to the count, who had 
heen listening with great attention to 
*Ws aflTecting history, *' but speech for-"- 
sock her— ra cold and deadly dew came 
over her face; another look my mother 
Wessed me with — she then leant her head 
On my bosom, gave a short sigh, and 
the vital spark of life was fled for ever !" 
Some minutes now elapsed before the 
young Luzzara could continue his nar- 
ration. After, however, brushing away 
a few manly tears that rose to his eyes, 
whilst sorrowing for his departed parent, 
'fee werit on — 

'* Ah, gracious Heaven ! who can paint 
the scene that followed — the distracted 
leelings of my father, when at night, on 
' , his 
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his returning home, he found my m 
a lifeless corpse ! the physician b 
only in the morning afforded him ] 
of her recovery. I must," cont 
Luzzara> *' pass over it in i^Ience , 
iicient will it be for me to say, t] 
many accumulated woes fixed on his 
shattered brain a lasting derangen 
For several days my father refuse 
kinds of jiourishment,. and it was 
prising to every one that he conti 
to exist from so long an abstinen 
food. Neither could I prevail on 
4o quit the room in which lay mj 
ceased mother. For hours would hi 
himself dose to the bed, and con 
with her .as if she was still living, 
the third day, the .priest entered the i 
ment^ in awful silence they pre|Kure 
last sad offices of strewing flowers o 
body, placed it on the bier, and thei 
parted with their sacred load. 

" I do not think,'' said Luzzara t 
count, *' that my poor father was 

.cons 



coBscioos of that afflicting ceremony, as 
^18 looks evinced the most perfect com- 
posure. On the representation of his 
friend (who bad been unremittingly kind 
=ind attentive to our family )> that he 
^ouldj as fioon as possible^ be removed 
>froBi France, and (as the only chance 
ibr his recovery ) again breathe his na- 
tive air, I lost no time in carrying that 
^vice into aexecution* In a month after 
the lamented death of my molheo we 
-commenced our journey to Marseilles, 
for the purpose of embarking for Sar* 
dinia ; but on arriving at Avignon, I was 
obliged^ for some time, to discontinue 
4he journey, from the alarming increase 
•of my father's malady. It was in vain 
4bat I endeavoured to procure apart- 
'inents in •the town— no person would ad- 
mit us ; and had it not been for the ge- 
nerosity of an English gentleman, my 
situation at tha_t .period would have been 
doost distressing^ he gideved for our mis- 
ibrtunes ; an4> as he was pleased to ex- 
press 
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pres6 himself, skdtnired tte filial piety ^ 
which I sought to relieve ah afiUcted 

renh^^ ■'■'■■ 

' Luzzara then continued- to relate 
most pathetic terms, the benevolenci 
the stranger, who had supplied ti 
wants, and relieved them from ev 
difficulty, exclaiming — " Thrice foi 
' nate was my intlroduction to that wor 
man! who, on my informing him 
difficulty I had in procuring a lodgi 
instantly oflTered one for our acceptai 
in his own residence, situated about I: 
a mile from Avignon. I availed my? 
of the liberal invitation with the utkn 
gratitude; and in conducting my ^ 
parent to the stranget's inansion, it 
but justice to;say, that we received fif« 
him all the hospitality for which i 
Englii&h nation is totruly and distingui 
edly ^celebrated/' 

The evening now being far advano 
and the count's servants' having entci 
the apartment to annpunce supper, ^ 

sell 



selmo desired the officers would follow 
him .into the saloon, to partake of the 
refreshments ; and after it was finished, 
at the particular request of the countj 
Luzzara recommenced, and came to a 
conclusion of his history* 
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Scarce the third glass of measured hours was ma^ 
When like a fiery meteor sunk the sun — 
The promise of a storm. The shifting gales 
Fprsake hy fits, and fill the flagging sails. 
Hoarse murmurs of the main from &.r were heard^ 
And night came on ; not by degrees prepar*d. 
But all at once. At once the winds aiise^ 
The thunders roil, the forked lightning flies. 

The wandVing vessel drove before the wind : 
Toss'd and retoss'd, aloft, and then below^ 
Nor port they seek, nor certain course they knpw. 
But every moment wait^he coming blow, 

*' The family of Mr. Delaval consisted of 
a wife and t\f o daughters ; the eldest of 
the young ladies (named Horatia) had 

been 
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been for some years in a declining state 
of health, and was therefore advised by 
her physicians' to come to the soutb of 
France ; which was the reason of Mr, 
Delaval's residing in the vicinity of Avig- 
non. Horatia is a beautiful girl — if you 
please, my lord, we will drink to her bet- 
ter health/' The count smiled at this re- 
quest, and impatience of Luzzara to have 
if assented to; Ivho having drank the 
toast with enthusiasm, thus continued— « 
•* Whenever I think of that lady, my lord, 
all local evils are forgotten ; and there- 
fore, notwithstanding an insurmountable 
barrier presents itself (from the differ- 
ence of our religion) to my being united 
to that lovely woman, I will never marry 
another, that I am determined on. 

*' For three weeks I experienced, as 
Wll as my aged parent, the politest at* 
tention from Mr. Delaval ; and if it was 
possible I could erase from my remem- 
brance the tender care and solicitude 
of Horatia, to-alleviate the sufferings of 

c 2 ray 
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tny poor father, I should deserve eve- - 
more misfortunes than I have since efc- 
dured^ although. Heaven knows, they ha ^^ 
been very great — almost unparallele^<j 
I must not, however,'* he continue'd 
'* dwell too long on that happy period 
or I may exhaust your patience, my 
lord. Through the benevolence of tlial 
family, therefore, my father's health was 
60 much recovered, and bis mind appa- 
rently so composed, that he was again 
enabled to proceed on his journey. J* 
cost my heart many a severe pang to bid 
adieu to such kind friends; and the more 
so, ftom the conviction 1 felt that I shoiiIiJ 
never again enjoy the pleasure of their 
society. 

" The second day of our arrival at Mar- 
neilles, I learnt there was a vessel on the 
point of sailing, for Sardinia. We ejtt- 
barked for Cagliari ; and it was with in- 
describable pleasure that I found the 
nearer we approached it, a greater ani- 

jnation was apparent in the countenance 

of 
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of my father. I am convinced, if anjr^ 

earthly circumstance was possible to have 

restored him to reason, it would have 

^^ti the agreeable surprise of again be- 

'"g vafted to his native home. Stern 

'^^^9 however, decreed it otherwise, A 

tempestuous wind drove us to the north- 

^ast of Sardinia, near the island of Asina- 

^^- Our captain knowing the imminent 

danger with which we were threatened, 

ordered the dead-lights to be put up, and 

^he hatches to be closed. None of the pas- 

^^Hgerswere allowed to remain on deck 

"^^t myself; having, some time previous 

^^ the command, got lashed to the riggings 

"y one of the sailors, I was therefore able 

^^ assist them in working at the pumps. 

*'Thestorrti was dreadfuJ," said Luz- 
^ra, shuddering as he continued to re* 
*^te the fatal effects of it; "the waves 
Iwept rushing over the ves5el with tre- 
mendous violence. During the pause of 
a gust, although all was confusion and 
uproar amongst the hapless crew, 1 fan- 

c 3 cied 
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cied I could distinguish^ above the re^^^ 
the voice of my father calling out to ir^ c 
for help. A heavy groan succeeded, ar» 
the name of Cornelius was repeated, 
no longer doubted ; and my fears thi 
represented him to be in the agonies 
death. In ^ paroxysm of despair, I i 
stantly extricated my body from the roj> 
with which they had secured me, ai 
made my way, although I have not tl^ 
least recollection bv what means I 
fected it, to the great cabin, the door o ^ 
which had been torn ofFits hinges by thi 
furious element; and there, clinging 
a part of the wood-work that had sup^-^ 
ported it, I found my father.'* 

" That was a moment of trial 1" ex- 
claimed Anselmo, who, in listening ta 
the sorrows of his guest, had almost for* 
gotten his own. 

** It was indeed, my lord,*' replied Luz- 
zara; " for at that instant our ship struck 
against the rocks, "and so rapidly filled 
witb water, that all hope of saving her 

shattered 
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sbatfered hulk was at an end. The Iong*{ 
hoat was hoisted out — four of the .pa$r 
sengers had entered it ; by that i'm^p 
^Hh my parent in ray arms/I contrlv* 
^d to gain the only remaining side 
^hat was left of the vessel, and implored 
*^em to admit my dying father — for as 
^^ myself I was quite indifferent; to 

• 

^ ve him was my only cry ; I begged, en* 
^**^afed, but in vain — the boat departed* 
* and my poor father, with the captain^ 
^Ko could not be persuaded to leave the 
^'^ip whilst there remained a hope of her 
*'*ding out the storm, were then the last 
''^rriaining persons on the wreck. With 
^ t^csolution and strength, even beyond 
^^y years, and to which," continued the 
^Ricer, " I now look back with astonish*/ 
^ent, with the rope that I still held in myt 
*^and, I contrived to lash ourselves to the 
i ^last of the vessel ;^ it parted from the 
Vreck, and with the next wave we were 
thrown on shore. Not a moment, how- 
ever^ was to be lost in trying to be dis- 

c 4 engaged 
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eiifaged from the bondage : with a knil 
rhad in my pocket, I fortunately succee- 
e8> iahd in an instant afterwards the m\ 
ag^in drifted out to s^a. 
' '*f Our lives wer6 thus saved, my lordl 
continued Liizzara, *^ from impendi 
destruction. I dragged my nearly-e 
hausted parent from the danger of t 
merciless element, and having seated hi 
in the cavity of a rock, knelt, and 
turned thanks to Heaven for our mirac «-* " 
lous preservation ; which so clearly cl ^* 
tyionstrated the truth of that beautirt-^^ 
^d consoling moral to the human hea J^^' 
tftat 'seeming calamities may, and oft^^ 
are found to be, real blessings ;' for 1 1^ ^ 
boat, in which I had so vainly implor^^^ 



for admittance, sunk, and every soul p 
fished. 

' '' The captain, howe\xr, being an e 
pert swimmer, had gained the shore 
safety; and on observing us, humane! ,5^ 
offered his assistance, and conducted 
into the island. On our arriving at 

sma 
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small inn, (principally r«orted to by fish- 
ermen,) the captain represented to the 
owners of it, by whom he was well 
^nown> our disastrous situation ; and 
^hcn desired that every attention should 
be shewn to us, as he would settle every 
^bing to their satisfaction, on his return 
-from CagliarL • 

' I have hopes,,' said this worthy man^ 

' of recovering, at low water, some of the 

P'^operty from the wreck ; and you may 

^epeod on it, signior, that 1 shall use my 

^^niost endeavours to recover your fa- 

^her's property.* 1 returned him many 

^^siiiks for the intention," said Luzzara 

^^ the count, ^' although I could not be 

^^nvinced there was any chance of suc- 

^^^s, from the high swell of the sea, and 

th^Yvind blowing at that lime so strong 

**^^c^m the shore. In that, however^ I was 

^^reeably disappointed ; for in a few 

^^c^urs^ tljie captain, and some men belong- . 

^^g to the island, who had proffered their 

^^atance> returned, an4 brought with 

I ' c 5 thenk 



34 ANSELMO. 

, them three large trunks, which had be^-- 
cast on the beach. One of them I f o "x 
tunately recognized to be my father^ 
coiitaining wearing apparel, with mani 
other articles of value. 

" By this act of Providence, my lord,' 
he continued, *' although great was atii 
loss, •we were not rendered quite desti- 
tute ; it enabled me to procure little 
comforts for my aged parent, whtch 1 
could not otherwise have obtained. O* 
the following day, our captain set sail i^ 
a small fishing-smack for Sardinia; v^^ 
were to have accompanied him, had no 
ray father's malady so much increase^ 
from the fright he had received, that hi 
recovery was hopeless.*' 

*' In many instances of mental d^' 

rangement," said Anselmo to his guesfi 

*^ such an alarm is supposed to have h^o 

a beneficial effect." , 

'* Very often, however, it has proved fat a*# 

my lord," replied the officer; who thern 

went oh to say, that as bis parent could n^ 

• be 



^removed from Asinara^ be entrosled to 

^^^ care of the captain a packet, contain^ 

^^g papers of consequence, which were to 

^ddi?ered on his landing at Cagliari f^^ 

^ younger brother of his father, a respect-* 

Alt banker of thai, city; and enclosed 

Was a letter from Cornelius to his uncle, 

^forming him of the dangerous state oT 

the elder Luzxara's. health, and praying 

'^r a remittance, as their pecuniary re^ 

Purees would be soon exhausted. 

Three weeks passed away without angr 
^telKgence, ekher of the captain or the 
'^oop in which* he had sailed fcMr Sardi* 
^<^. The pious son unremitlingly en^ 
"^siToured to soften the agonies of aa 
dieted father, who,^->^melius con* 
^^^ed to relate to the count, expired i» 
^^H arjns without a groan, on the fourth 
'^^ek of their residence at the island of 
^inaraw ^ 

" New troubles then surromided me,** 
^ntinued the officer ;: '' my little finan^ 
tea were ^uite expended^ and as i re- 

c 6 ceited 
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ctived i\6 aftcount wTiatetcr froili' tl 
ruptain- or my: uncle/ I>knew not wh^ 
to 'procure sustenance feveh for » anotlii 
^y. The landlord of' the mrt; an ui 
•fceHrig wretch, acquainted 4i>e that- if 
did not pay his extdrlibnate demand»^iii 
%^ould instantly throw me into prisoit , 
and therefore to avoids© Cfiiel a late, sK 
dead of night, with the same rope that 
had rescued me from* a watery grave, and 
which I had carefully preserved, 1 con- 
trived to fasten to one of the beams of 
my chamber, and throwing the rest from 
the window, with a small bundle of 
clotbe§, which was then all my worW'y 
property, 1 escaped the persecution which 
was threatened me. Having got safely 
to the ground by that means, I lost no 
time in hastening ito the sea shore, in the 
hopes of finding some boat or vessel that 
1 could take my passage in for Cagliari. 
" In • wandering along the rocks till 
the dawn of day, fancying every raO' 

ment, however, Iwas pursued by the inn- 

keepef 
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ieeper and his merciltes crew, I found I 
'iacl arrived exactly at the spot where we 
"^d been shipwrecked. Parts of the ves- 
^^* still Jay on the beach; and thinking it 
^^t unlikely that I might discover some 
^ore of my treasure, I comme/iccd a di* 
*gent search along the shore. You in^jr 
^^ink it strange, my lord,," said Luzzarof 
^* after expressing tayou the fears I. had 
of ifliprisonment, that I should have tbu^ 
spent my lime in so useless a pursuit : |it 
\vas not without its benefit. «, My mf nc^ 
being thus employed, it in some degree 
lessened the weight of sorrow with which 
I was oppressed ; and as it was at a di^ 
lance from the inhabited part of the 
island, I knew would seirve (from the 
number of excavations in the rppks) as 9 
good place of concealment, .in c^seofiie* 
cessity. It likewise came .lO; npy, rpftq\7 
lection, thai the trunks ^yl^i^hLh^ b^en 
found by the captain weresfiU i^ithjej^f);^ 
session of my savage host ; .and therefore 
consoled myself that he* would detain 

them 
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them as^ an equivalent for hh demand on 
me. 

, '• That day, therefore, and the siie' 
reeding one, I occupied in fhat manner^ 
«nd in endeavouring to procure fresh 
water; for having. subsisted only on shelf- 
fish, I was altnost famished. The latter,, 
however, proved fruitless; notarivulet or 
. spring was to be found. I then ascended 
the rocky heights to survey the country^ 
rn hopes of. disco verrng some fisherman *»^ 
kut, ta which I could repair and obtain? 
the relref I stood so greatly in need' 
©f. My strength was almost exhaustedjr 
;in d ■ '*^ 

^* Dreadful was your situation !"*^ inter- 
rupted Anselm^ ; '' but I trust you soo» 
experienced relief ?"^ 

'•Thanks to Heaven I did, my lord!"^ 
replied the young man ; " for in my walk 
for ihif purpose, I observed a* a distance> 
with indeiseribabl^ enrotions of rapture, » 
ship apparently pressing on, under ^ 
€i*oud of saili foi* that part of the island. 

Fearful^ 



Fearful, however, the mariners might 
alter her course, I loudly hailed them*, 
and kept waving my handkerchief in the- 
sir as a token of distress. From the se^ 
renity of the weather, and an unruffled 
^^, I could distinctly hear the voices of 
^e men on bpard,^ vociferatfng*— ' We 
''e becalmed, captain, aind shall doI be 
ble to bring her to an anchor till the 
horning/ 

'* They did not answer ray srgnals ;: 
^y heart agam sunk within me, and I 
^rcw myself on the beachin despair. I 
^d not been long in that posture ere I 
*^covered something lying on the beach, 
'^Hfch glittered with astonishing lustre i 
t first," continued Luzsara, " Isup»- 
>osed it to be the reflection of the8ui> 
3n a* fossil; *but on rising, and observing 
it more minutely; I perceived it was* a 
jmall gold box, inlaid with the precious 
itones of rubies, emeralds, and amethysts ; 
ind on the lid were engraved the letters 

of 
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oTE. C. R., studded with j^aTrls; Thcj 
were not the initiajs I had seen oh the 
Irtinks at the inn ; yet I concluded il 
must have belonged to one of the pas^ 
sender* tbat were wi;th os in the vessel, 
and who had unfortunately lost thci 
Jives in the boa t^" 

J i V. That was. a seasonable r^elief for yoUj 
tsignior/' 

** Not so, my lord/' fesumed theoflt 

cir; *' my. conscience would not sirfFer 

)it>e .tQ'> obtain, it by su«h means; aDd 

4herefpDeithe;lonly pjeastire I received pn 

finding^lhc treasure, was the thoirghtthat 

atsome future period ,1 might have tte 

graliflc^tioh of>re5taring it to the friends 

-of the? owner.. ..WWkt- 1 was admiring 

* the bHltianc^ ofXh^. exterior appearancCi 

"it tjpehedr^i^frofft my having unknaw- 

; ingly touched th^ spring,) and my ad- 

•'mirRliQn')Was ll^B r€0Bv§rted into asto- 

; nfiishtnent/' said»>th€ rjpi^ng man ; " fat 

the en€lose4 prej^fit^ to my view a mi' 

niatun 



iature of one of the most beautfful of 
omen the imaginntioA could px}ssib}3r 
elbeate.'* 

"Have you the pictpre now in your 
ossession?" 

"It is, my lord," said Liwjzara, ifi no 
nail degree of surprise, from the impe- 
lousness of the count in asking 'the 
uestion ; whocontinned— 
" Then pray indulge'^e with a sight 
Pit." 

The officer replieB — '* With thuch 
leasure, on hfs return to his aparfmenls 
the citadel.*' 

Ansel mo, on requesting pardon for the 
terruption of the eventful history, Luz* 
ra then went on — " Soflattfering to me 
your attention, my lord, that I cannot 
fuse acquainting you with the sequel of 
f adventures. 

*' The contemplation of so fine a chef 
twvre of the art of painting, rendered 
I for a time forgetful of the distresses 
ih which I was surrounded ; the rapid 

approach 
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approach of nighty howevcTj brought fnA 
to recollection of the necessity of pro^ 
curing sustenance and shelter. I was 
certain of the vessel being at safe anchor, 
and that it was destined for Asinara; yet 
I had not strength to continue my course 
in search of the relief I stood so rnuchin 
need o(, and therefore was obliged agaiff 
to rest in a cavity of. the rocks. 

" From extreme weakness and distress 
of mind, although hard was my pillow/' 
continued Luzzara^ '' I was not long sen- 
sible of the wretchedness of my fate. A 
profound sleep stole over my senses^ ani 
from which I did not awake until an un- 
usual noise (for so retired a siiuation) 
disturbed my repose. On awaking, and 
looking around to discover the cause of 
it, judge of my astonishment and horror> 
my lord," said the officer, " wheiv 
I found that it proceeded from the sea 
pouring into the cavern with tremcn* 
dous violence, and no possible retread 
appeared ffom its fury ! The fear of an 

approaching 
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approarhing and certain deatli is natural 
to all of the human race — I felt it sen 
With the greatest difficulty I climbed up» 
part of the cavern. I had but just ascend- 
ed when an immense rush of the waterSr 
carried away th6 lower part of the rock 
»n which I was standing. It was then^ 
ny lord/' continued Luzzara, "I rhought 
tty sorrows were almost over, and my 
dte inevitable. In an instant afterwards 
he remaining structure of that part ot 
^ €ave gave way, and I was precipitated 
^to the sea." * 

"Great God!'* now excfaimed the 
^unt Anselmo, at this dreadful relation 
f the officer's, " have you then risea 
om the dead ?" 

" I should almoet have thought so, my 
rd,** replied the officer, *^ had not dt 
ithful friend assured me to the con-* 
iry ; and that I have long since learnt 
)thing is impossible in the wonderful 
ain of causes belonging to the Divine 
ovidence. 

" The 



iheir boat near to the point of 
which bad fallen with me; ai 
time they were a-gain eriibaTkin 
ship, on hearing my cries, and j 
liiat I had risen in the water, an 
bands were imploring relief, c 
crew, with that humanity am 
which is so peculiar a cliaracte 
British sailor, (for they were 
men,) instantly jiimped into ih 
swam to my assistance. He la 
the skirts of my coat, and bror 
safety to the boat. The pb 
however, almost exhtiiisled, ag 
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^' ThuSj my lord," continued Luzzara, 
*' w:as I a second ^Ime preserved from a 
vvatery grave. The dangers I experienced 
in (hat short voyage from Marseilles to 
atid from the island of Asinara, gave me 
such a distaste for that mode of convey- 
ance;, that I solemnly ,vowed> if I once 
could set my foot on land, I would never 
attempt another. But to my story." 

'' With pleasure, signior, for I am 
greatly inierested in it,'* said the count ; 
''yet, as the bight is now far advanced, 
^nd yourself much fatigued with the re- 
<^ountinor of vour adventures, I shall fore- 
go my curiosity to hear the remainder 
lintil the morning." The officer bowed 
-acquiescence ; and Anselmo, on conduct- 
ing Luzzara and his companion to the 
apartment, said, on passing his own — 
" Now, gentlemen, if you are fearful I 
should wish to elude justice, by making 
my escape from Turin, here are couches 
in this room on which you may repose." 
.*' My lord," replied Luzzara, ''^al- 
though. 



cbriSieniie !'n him ; and soon " I 
WWsSWeef'restorerVfcalmy steep 
ietaied, fof a time, theirVarious . 
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CHAP. nr. 

' I wake, emerging from a sea of dreams 

romultoous ; where my wreck'd, despouding thought} 

Prom wave to wave of fancied misory 

fit random drove, her helm of reason lost ; 

Ehongh DOW reator'd, 'tis only change of paia, 

\ bitter change, severer for severe: 

rhe day, too short for my distress ! and night, 

Ev'd in the zenith of her dark domain, 

Is sonsliine to the>colour of «i^ fiite.*^ 

' an early hour of the mom Luzzara 
d his companion awoke, greatly re- 
fshed from tiieir midnight slumbers ; and 
1 descending to the saloon, met their 
ible prisoner, whose haggard and de- 
onding looks struck them with the sin- 
rest pity ; and the more so^ pn their 

inqiuriaig 
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inquiring bow the count had passed t»^^ 
night ? was answered, *' Very ill indeed* 
I have," he continued, '* suffered, in in»^* 
gination, the tortures of a Tantalus. L^^ 
not, however, my griefs disturb theha*"- 
motiy in which last night we parted. Ilik^^- 
wise wish to be informed at what lime of 
the day (he duke is expected to be i n 
Turin ?*' 

^' By the hour of four, my lord.'* 
"J* is well," replied the count. '^Noiir 
then, signior Luzzara, favour me with re- 
counting your escape from the island of 
Asinara." Having finished their repast, 
the officer therefore resumed his history' 
'' It is always with heartfelt pleasure 
that I dwell on the humanity I received 
whilst on board the Antelope, (theves- 
sej to which I was conducted by the sea- 
men who had saved my life, and to who© 
they belonged ). In a few hours I re- 
covered from my alarqfi ; when on faith- 
fully relating to their English cool- 
nxander the perils I had undergone, and 

tb9 
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the fear I had oF returning to that island, 
on account of the inhospitable landlord 
of the auberge, he generously ofTered 
^0 settle his extortionate demand ; and 
likewise, as the ship would touch at Cag^* 
liari, to carry, me there free of. every 
cxpence. This offer I eagerly embraced, 
from the wish I had of visiting the birth- 
place of my lamented father, and the sa- 
tisfaction I should derive in an interview 
^ith my uncle, from whom I had not ob- 
tained any answer in return for the let- 
^^r sent in the charge of captain Monte- 
bello^ I declined going again on shore, 
linking it more advisable to forward a 
i^ittance for the innkeeper on my ar- 
rival at Cagliari. 

*' At the expiration of a week/* con- 
tinued the officer, ^' the vessel sailed for 
that port. On my landing, I immedi- 
ately repaired to the house of my uncle, 
and was received by him, on his learning 
xny name and family, with unfeigned 
pleasure. I had the mortUication of hear- 
ro^L. II. D ing 
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jng that he had neither seen nor hear 
of captain Montebello; and that tl: 
j)acket had not come to hand. The win 
having been fair for several days afti 
his departure from Asinara^ I therefoi 
began to suspect some treachery in tl 
captain's conduct towards me, the lettc 
being of the utmost consequence. ^ 
uncle deeply lamented (he loss of I 
brother, for whom, although so mar 
year^ separated, he had ever retained tl 
tenderest affection. * Cornelius,* sa 
he> ' you shall never want a home whil 
I have one; but as to Marsias— — '- 
•What of him, my good sir?' I quick 
inquired. — ' He has/ said my unci 
' within these few months, absented hir 
self from his situation in the castle 
Oristagni ; such strange conduct can? 
suspicions of a very unfavourable natui 

and '* Luzzara was continuing, h 

the count instantly interrupted him 
that p^rt of his narrative by saying, wi 
peculiar sternness — *' Have you n< 

discover 



discovered the retreat of yefdt 'hro- 

ther?'* * 'i •■■^' 

"For your sake, my ford; I am griii\*tc[ 
to say we have not heard the leasrt intel- 
ligence ofhitn:-' — *' At what perittd did 
Remake his escape from Oristagnl ? *'— 
*' Five years has nearly expired ^dethat 
event/' replied Luzzara^ and patrsed; ^ 
if fearful of continuing the relation. The 
features of Anselmo, howeN^er, assumed 
^ more pleasing asrpect, and then turnln^f 
to his informant, said— *'I request, sig- 
^lor, to hear the sequel of your history/' 
* Well, my lord, to be brief then,** re- 
plied the officer, "I-shall only say, that after 
thevariety of misfortunes 1 had endured, 
r resided peacefully at the house of my 
uncle at Cagliari for several months; dur- 
ing which period, we heard that the fish* 
tng sloop, in which captain Montebellb 
had ^embarked from Asinara, wa^taken bv 
an Algerine corsair, and himself, with 
the rest of the crew, made prisoners, and 
carried to Africa. Thus ended all ray 

1) 2 hopes 
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^opes of regaining the letters intrusted to 
his charge^ or of ever having the satiSF* 
faction of repaying the many civilities I 
had received from him. It was a serious 
loss to me^ for many of theun belonged to 
the gentleman who in France had so 
generously exerted himself in behalf of 
my family; and therefore^ supposing 
there was some duplicity on my part^ he 
withdrew his friendship. I was left an ' 
entire dependant on my uncle's bounty* j 
Young, thoughtless^ and inexperienced, 
I had never applied, myself to any kind 
of study, except that of reading old mus- 
ty legends of warriors, who, by romantic 
deeds in arms, had acquired a deathless 
glory. My uncle perceiving I had an 
invincible objection for any. commercial 
Jine of business^ thcin offered to procure 
me a situation in the army. Nothing 
could be more accordant to my wishes or 
turn of mind than such a proposal. The 
unsettl^dness of my disposition loved va- 
riety ; besides, I knew that visiting 

foreign 



' fbreign countries^ , observing their man^' 
ners, customs^ and partaking of their 
amusements^ would tend to divert the fa« 
' tal passion I had indulged for Horatia. 
She had, with her father and mother, 
again em1>arked for England— ^that hapfiy 
land; however, I could have no hopei 
of being able to follow them; and even* 
if it were otherwise, the insurmountable 
barrier remained to prevent an union of 
felicity. • 

"In less than a month my uncle per- 
formed his promise, in obtaining my pre- 
sent commission in the Piedmontese ar- 
my; and to you, my lord," continued 
Luzzara, with an humble obeisance to 
count Anselmo^ '^ am I principally in-* 
debted for it."—'' To me, signior ?"' — 
** Yes, my honoured lord," he resumed, 
" to you, although, perhaps from the 
lapse of time, and mdmentous affairs with 
the state, it may have escaped your me- 
mory." — "It has indeed," replied the 
count. — " Do you recollect the name of 

d3 Veroli?'! 



Vfmli,i»y}orA ? ' V^ Certainly I do. Is tha< 
gi^Qlieman your rektion-?" — " In trutb# 
b^.wasiOQly half-brother to my late father" 
ffitin :a Bi^cood' miu'riage. You willnovf 
iheiUno longer be surprised, Gondolphe/^ 
si^lLil^zaravin addrlesslng the other o&^ 
c^(5f jthat I should have felt repugnant tor 
tiybeirt>eiistpdy» as. ft prisoner^ the noble* 
cmOit Ansdmo,: from whom I havederiy^ 
€fd jtbe benefits.1 at this very period enjoy/*" 
^ " You have only done your duty, sig- 
nioc'^ .;fet,.ftQa man of your liberal senti- 
menlsy . I .e»nfio4 help wishmg you a 
mpre bonourablf^ employment.'^ — ^' My. 

}oFd> .1? return, you my grateful thanks*! 

• 

''It is su£5c:ieiit/' acvswered the eoimt;. 
aiuidesirous of intiermpting Ims meditated* 
-vot^ of obUgatioi>, said — " Although I 
suj:)pose you h^e now come to a con* 
chision of your adventures^ signior, yoa 
hate- forgot to acquaint me of the fate 
of' your lost sister ?" 

aAi heavy sigh frami Luzzara succeeded 
this question of Anselmo's, He then res. 

plied — 
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plied—'' AU my endeavours to regain 
that treasure^ my lord, have proved fruit- 
test; I therefore pray to Heaven that 
B)y sister, dearest Isabel^ the tender pledge 
feftto'my care by her dying mother, is 
BOW restored to a maternal bosom. If I 
^hoiight otherwise, that she drew on her 
distance by dishonour, I should go mad. 
this arm might do a deed, to revenge the 
Udelible stain, that would render life 
hereafter an insupportable burthen.** 
These agonized sensations of the young 
Qan, at the mention of his sister, whom 
^ bad so fondly loved, deprived him of 
irther utterance. Tbe romantjc wild* 
ess of his character was nq^ however, 
ispleasing. to, Anselmo, Luzzara hav* 
jg observed, throughqut the whole of 
i^ relatioui the ^ most profound respect 
ir Kis auditor; and therefore carefully 
voided dwelling on the subject of the 
astle of Oristagni, which he well kne\^ 
ould have deeply agitated tlie feelings 
f count Anselmo. 

d4 The 



The strange occurrences which ^ ha 
taken place in the island of Cagliari abo 
that period, were yet wrapt in mysterjr— 
Many of the secrets of the prison-hous-^ 
could have been unfolded by the officer 
but yet, as they could not have lessene 
the anxiety of the county and must hav 
implicated his brother in several of th 
transactions, Lui^zara determined wit 
him they should remain inviolably conr 
cealed. 

A servant now entered the saloon t 
apprize his lord that a messenger was zr^ 
rived from the* duke of Savoy. " Ad- 
mit him/' sard Anselmo. On the courier' 
toeing ushered into the apartment, he de- 
livered a sealed paper to captain Luzza- 
ra, and again departed. The officer 
shuddered as he perused the instructions 
the letter contained ; and then presented 
it, with extreme reluctance, to his noble 
prisoner. It was a peremptory mandate 
from the duke to Luzzara, for count Ah- 
selmo to be conveyed from his mansion 

into 



Uito the citadel. 'An apartment for his 
deception was to be got ready imme- 
^lately, there to remain till further or- 
^ers ; and no person to have access to him 
^n any account whatever. 

Anselmo having read this severe pro- 
hibition from his sovereign^ exclaimed— > 
'^Such a resolution fits ^ Roman senate, 
but not the milder laws of Piednf ont ! ** 
^Dd then addressing himself to theoflBk:ers> 
^id — '' I perceive, gentlemen, by this 
pqper, you are authorized to treat me as 
a common felon.'*—*' As vassals of the 
state," replied Luzzara, ** we are obliged 
to perform our duty to our sovereign, or 
ive should incur, for our disobedience* 
:ondign punishmlint. I have no power 
o alleviate your sufferings, my lord, but 
n recommending the healing plant of 
patience, to soften undeserved calamities. 
Malice may flourish for a while — the 
brightest star is oft overshadowed by the 
»assing cloud; yet it will, guided by its 

j> 5 Omniscient 
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Omniscient Creator^ at length break 
fonb WTth undiminished lustre/' 

"1*11 hear no more. Your flowing 
eloquence isnawrli-judged^ unsalutary/ 
retorted Anselmo. '' It cannot cure a 
dntempered mind^ nor change my des- 
tiny; In a loathsonre [Mrison am I fated 
to linger out my days, where even the 
light of heaven does not dare to enter; 
«hut out from the intercourse of every 
friendly being; — even that of my wife^ 
and tny only remaining supporter, s5g- 
nibr Rodolphus. Oh God !" continued 
the enraged count, ^' that I should live to 
Witness all iny honours, the services I 
have done to my countrymen, fade away 
from their remembrance, and even assist- 
ing to plunge me headlong into the vor- 
tex of destruction t" 

The tear of agony burst from his- 
tortured soul, as he exclaimed^ — '* Oh 
Almeria ! to you aim I indebted for 
all this variety of wretchedness \ I have 

forfeited 
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nted the sacred vow I made to an 
ring fiither — ^^ k)9t the estimation 
ny priuce'— i-and covered with dis- 
e the revered^ the noble name of 
house of Anselruo." 
he feelings of the count being 
jght up to desperatioHj he vocife- 
ly continued — " Corner soldiers,. 
; me to my prison-*-*bind me in chains 
im now prepared to receive every 
jnity.'*-^'*^ Do not abandon hope, 
lord/' said Luzzara^ with much com- 
ration. 

Hope is a cheat — it deludes where 
t it promises ! ^y sun is set for ever — 
ig, long night of darkness has succeed- 
> chase away every idea of happiness.'' 
count then s|it down to write a few 
f lines to signior Rodplphus. On 
ng the note he said — '* Am I permit- 
gentlemen, to deliver this to my 
int before^: I depait?" Gondolphe 
ied — ., 

1)6 ''It 



-\. 



60 AHftEIlfO. 

^'It is ijiot possible we can de 
ihsit hvour, my lordj altbougl 
against our instructions/'-—^' ItHai 
signier. Now^ then, I am ready to 

you.-; . 

On their passing through the 
hall, the count gave the letter in 
of his valet, with an order for 
stant departure to Oldenzo. The 
conducted Anselmo to the es 
which was in waiting at the dooi 
mansion, with a strong guard to 
their prisoner. 

Not a word was spoken. The d 
appearance of the count impress 
numerous assemblage with revii 
awe. .Anselme likewise obse 
guarded silence; and not until tl 
arrived within the precincts of tl 
del, and immerge3 him wjthin its ] 
walls, did he utter a single se 
Oir hearing, however, the irbh 
close as the officers departed, t 
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being left alone fo think on the horrors 
of his dreadful situation, then Anseloio / 
exclaimed — " Farewell liberty — wel* 
come death!" 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 

Ah, me ! whatliand can tooch the strings so fine— ' 
Who up the lofty diapason roll 
Such sweet, such sad, such solemn airs divine^ 
Then let them down again into the soul ? 
Now rising love they fann'd ; now pleasing dole 
They breath'd^ in tender musings, through the heart > 
And now a graver, sacred strain they stole, 
As when seraphic hands a hymn impart : 
Wild warblipg nature all; above the rezich of art. 

Tbomsok. 

Thb Storm which was hovering over the 
head of count Anselmo at Turin, had 
not as yet extended its baneful influence 
to the castle of Valleroy. Almeria felt 
a presentiment of future evil, but which, 
at the unexpected return of her beloved 

SOD, 



>n, was for a time obKtei^ted from her 
lemory^ everytfaoiigbt .being then con« 
^titrated amidst her circling friends. The 
ticommon interest, however^ that Mont* 
uban appeared to take for the welfare 
f the adopted daughter of her husband^ 
ccasioned her serious uneasiness; and 
^Q more so when she reflected, from 
-veral circumstances tliat had lately trans* 
ired in conversation with the count, 
^e utter impossibility of his ever at- 
^tning the object of his wishes. 

At an early hour in the morning, she 
took her usual walk round the domaim? 
of the castle ; and on passing near the* 
temple, which the night befn'e had 
So much attracted her curiosity, a man, 
apparently wrapt in meditation, was. 
leaning against the portico. '' This, 
then,'' thought the countess Anselmo, 
'^ is its mysterious inhabitant, who has 
excited such alarm amongst my domes* 
tics ;'' and therefore determining to de* 
velop so singular a circumstaQcie^ Alme* 

ria 
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ria approached towards the temple; 
Vfhen, on accosting the iSupposed stran-^ 
ger, she recognised Montanban. — *' Mjr 
son I" said the astonished countess; ''sc^ 
soon abroad ! — what can have disturbedl 
your repose ?" — '^ My dear mother^'' an«- 
swered Albert, *' a soldier's life, jowm 
know, is accustomed to action ; repose 
is a word, therefore, he is but little ac« 
quainted with. In the pleasant scenery of 
Valleroy, and whilst inhaling the refresh- 
ing breeze from the Mediterraneao^ I 
feel my health renewed/* 

*' Ah !" replied his mother, in deep 
dejection, ^' your looks, my son, but 
ill express what you would fain wish mo 
to believe. I am sure you are ill, very 
ill, and require every possible attentioD. 
Come, come, my love,'* she continued; 
'^ return with me to the castle, and I will 
send again for that worthy roan, Lodo* 
vico.**-— '* He will certainly complete roy 
cure,*'saidMontauban, ironically. ''I shall 
now be dispatched, like a cannon-shot, to 

tb& 
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!alms above/' — " Hare you then no 
on of the surgical knowledge of 
vico ?'^ — *' None— the very sight of 
s an antidote to my recovery/' 
> this answer of Montauban the 
ess angrily. exclaimed — ^* Beware^ , 
jf man^ of cherishing in your breast 
ithies merely from unfavourable 
trances — the diamond is not less 
ble for being enclose with a rough 
ior— if you do, your peace of mind 
c endangered by the most trivia! 
nstances, and you will become 
Ish, morose, and ungovernable* ** 
t was silent, thinking it most pru- 
apt to reveal his adventure with 
onfessor of Santa Maria, particu- 
as he found Lodovico was so much 
our at the castle of Valleroy. He 
regretted the expressing of that dis- 
5 his mother ; and yet more, the 
Icome mann^ with which he had 
red th^ monk on the preceding 

night. 
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night, on reflecting that it mtgk^ hi hi 
consequences, be jatal to the bappinesft 
of Eleanor, ivho$e welfare was dearee to 
him tl an his own. 

. Montauban now followed the counter 
to the tcastle; and, o^ entering tbesa* 
loon^ Albert could not conceal the dis* 
appointment h^^ fdt act the absence of 
Eleanor. = How m-ucbciid he. wish. then to 
inquire after her healthyand the reasoa 
why they were deprived of .her presence 
had not his faltering tongue reused its^ 
office ! : Hope, feap, apd grief, rose, up at. 
once in bis souL and witb.^ll their atteii*> 
dant anxieties, distraqted hixn^. Love as* 
sv redly had wrought an entire refornia^- 
tbn in the mind of J^i^taubaa*' Fcoin 
the gay, .the W;i3dvafld, unthinking; youtV 
w.bp had, by the pleasing versatility of his 
mental powers, added cbs^ms, to ,society» 
l\e was norW l^ecome not >. only jmelan* 
choly and thoughtful, but also apparent^ 
]Y neglectful o( his.person ; afkl as.socb^ 

could 



odid not help engaging the notice .pF^ 
bxountess^ who therefore felt for h^t: 
da the most poignant anguish. 
Their moraing repast being finished^ : 
id the servants retired, she began to^ 
iestion him. rejspecting his long silence ;^ 

m 

^ which Albert e\';asiv^Iy answered^ that 
s supposed^ ii|. the confusion p|! conti** 
lalwarf^^re, the letters that he had writ-^^ 
n to her had been Iost» several of the 
Hiriers having been t^kea on their 
>ote by the enemy. 

He then instantly changed the. subjec]!; 
'discourse^ by inquiring of her the pe- : 
[)d count Anselmo was expected to re-* 
m to Valleroy ? and on learning that It 
wld not be for .several weeks, it im» 
irted to him much satisfaction^ His^ 
Qther^oon after repaired to her dres- 
ig-room; and during that interval, 
ontauban walked in the avenue, in the 
tpe of discovering the apartment be^ 
nging to Eleanor, and catching a 
impse of her at the windows. l)isap- . 

pointed, 
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pointed, however, in this expectation^ 
again bent his' way towards the tem[ 
the romantic situation of which had 1 
fore so greatly interested him. N 
a murmuring brook, overhung with * 
spreading kaves of sycamore, mulber 
and orange trees, was a rustic bench, < 
twined with eglantine and myrtle. T 
retirement accorded well with the nfeli 
choly of his soul. Albert reclined hi 
self on the mossy couch; and on cc 
templating the wild and pleasing varic 
of the scene, one side terminating wi 
a view of the gothic temple, whic 
from its tasteful architecture and de 
seclusion, appeared to have been a i 
vourite retreat for the muses, on t 
other* side was just discernrWe t 
gloomy grandeur of the monastery 
Santa Maria, and the m-ajestic Ape 
nines — '' In that dread abode,'* exclaii 
ed Montauban, '* I bartered all that 
dear to man on earth— a content 
mind !** and continued, in extreme aj 

gitati 



ANSELMO. 69 

iti6n — '' Oh Eleanor ! did you but 
BOW the torments I suffer from the cold, 
iifeeling ^ith which you treat me, sure- 
you would pity me— would throw off 
e garb of apathy that surrbupds your 
ery faculty, and commiserate the dis-* 
icted Albert !'' The mournful aerial 
ttnds of a harp now broke through the 
llness of the morn, and terminated the 
liloquy of the lover. 
He listened : it was an address to the 
ity, accompanied by a female voice, 
it enchanted his every sense. Mont^ 
ban instantly arose from his seat, and 
ected his steps towards the temple, 
>m whence the sounds proceeded. He 
ain listened. . In s^^pliic harmonir 
I sublime strain re-echoed through the 
•ods and extensive . domains of Valle- 
f, summoning all Nature's work, and 
sry earthly being to join in praises of- 
e great, omniscient^ and all-wise Pro-^ 
[ence — '' Sacred, substantial, never* 
ling bliss !'* 

In 
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• In mule astonishment, and rapturo^j 
adrtiiration, Albert now hastened to tKe 
temple, fancying that the invisible musA 
clan might be his adored Eleanor, wlw 
thus delightfully sought to interrupt his 
menial agonies by religion's powerful 
triumph. On his arriving at the porticoi 
however, the voice instantly ceased, and' 
all was again silent. He knocked softly 
at the door — repeated it, but no answrt 
was returned. He reverberated the name 
of Eleanor — it died away in mournful 
echo through the colonades of the an* 
cicnt struclure, and was succeeded by 
another, still dwellitig on the name of the 
lovely maid. This second echo having , 
terminated, greatly to the surprise of 
Montauban, who was now convinced \hi 
temple was inhabited, he therefore de- 
termined to unravel the mystery which 
belonged to it. He scaled one of thi 
columns of the portico ; and having neatly 
gained the height of one of the grated 
windows, which was half open, a larg6 

writtcft 



m paper was discovered^ containing 
blowing words: — " Prophaie not 
holy waUs^-^obcy, stranger, or in- 
death "will follow the^ rash attempt/* 
aper was then withdrawn by the un- 
n, and the shutter instantly closed. 
Albert was surprised at the first oc- 
mce — the renewal of the echo^ how 

• 

I greater did that surprise increase 
?rusing the foregoing sentence, is- 
; so severe a prohibition to desist 
further curiosity. On the impetu- 
haracter of Albert, to which was join- 
le most undaunted courage, it had 
her efTect than stimulating him to 
jcd in his perilous imdertaking. 
fir^t thought that entered into the 
of Montauban, was a suspicion* of 
ranger beirig a favoured rival ; and 
ilousy is the m6st ungovernable of 
lassion^, and the liSirde^ to over- 
, th*e young soldier Was not to be 
ntimidated from hisdesign. He con- 
d to ascend, which, from the strong 

roots 
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roots of ivy that encircled the walls of 

was easy to accomplish. To this feai 

height Albert was now endeavouring to 

tain ; whilst resting, however, on a ji 

of the mutilated walls of the structc 

to recruit his strength for the remaind 

a dreadful scream assailed his ears, s 

coming in the direction of the castle, 

looked towards the avenue, and beh( 

his mother hastening towards him, su 

ported by one; of the servants. Moi 

auban, therefore, no longer sought 

execute his project of forcing himsc 

into this mysterious habitation, but ; 

render assistance to the countess,, suj 

posing some recent alarm at Valler( 

had occasioned from her those cries i 

distress. Owing to his anxiety, a] 

haste to descend from the perilous heig 

he had attained, it was with extreme di 

ficulty that Albert could keep hims< 

from being precipitated into the strea 

beneath. He caught hold of the woo 

work belonging to one of the windov 

.wbi( 
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vrhich> although it prevented his fall, it af* 
forded no means for his further descent. 
The agitation of his mother^ who had 
by this time arrived at the portico of the 
temple^ may be easier imagined than de- 
scribed. I^adders were brought by the 
servants^ who> on having first distinguished 
their young master in this dangerous 
^tuation, had acquainted the countess, 
and was now hastening to the spot in 
hopes of relieving him. They were seve» 
rally tried^ but with no effect; none 
would reach the height of the windows, 
Lupino was the only one who attempted 
to break open the door^ from the idea 
the rest entertained of its being the re- 
ceptacle of evil spirits. That project^ 
hfowever^ was no more successful than 
the former one — it resisted his utmost 
^efforts. In an instant afterwards^ how- 
ever, a loud crash was heard — the frame- 
work of the window gave way, and, to- 
gether with Montauban, fell to the 
ground with tremendous violence. 

VOL. II. i& TlV^ 
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The utmost confusion now prevatl^cl 
.arid sorrow was depicted on every'coiiw* 
tenance. In a state of insensibility, Al- 
bert was conveyed by the attendants to 
the castle, where for some hours he lay 
apparently bereft of all animation. 

In the mean time, Eleanor, uncon- 
scious of being the unhappy cause of the 
present sufferings of the young soldier, 
was enjoying the comforts of an undis- 
turbed repose. Wearied with the exer- 
tion of ihe j)receding evening, and sonTe?^ 
what recovered from the alarm of her 
adventure at the cavern, towards morn- 
ing she had fallen into a profound 
sleep. The usual summons, even front 
Xauretta, of aiznouncing breakfasti 
was disregarded by Eleanor, who was 
therefore spared the pang intended fof 
her, of witnessing the sad effect of her 
lover's jealous and impetuous disposition. 
The second intimation she received of 
the lateness of the hour, was the dinner- 
bell for the servants to assemble, and the 

h2X^ 
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IftU-clock Striking twelve. Eleanor then 

rose precipi tately from her couch ; and: 

having equipt herself, was hastily dc- 

^cndin^ to the saloon to rejoin her 

friends, when she was met by Lauretta, 

^ho first acquainted her with the accident 

^hich had befallen Montauban,and the un- 

^iness of his mother in consequence of 

it-^u Oh, let me hasten to console her 

^^cn!" exclaimed Eleanor. — " Not yet, 

^^ar signora,'* she replied; *' for my 

*^istrcss, the countess, strictly enjoined 

^e not to inform you of my young lord's 

^Uness, because we none of us think he 

^ill die." 

Lauretta, perceiving the countenance 
^f Eleanor change to a deathly pale* 
^ess, now endeavoured to soften the lat- 
ter part of her communication, by ays- 
ing — " Ah, signora, do you believe I am' 
in earnest ? Dear, dear me, why, my 
young lord himself told me to say so on 
purpose to frighten you ; but you may, 

E 3 depend 
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depend 'Upon it, tny lady, T will bring n 
/more of his messages, as they make ytm u 
ISO very "unhappy. Oh, oh !" continued 
«the wary, girl, pretending to laugMn* 
^''what a strange, incomprehensible littl « 
fellow Love is ! — how sudden and una^:^* 
<x>unt£ibly does be metamorphose ev^^ 
the roost sensible part of the creation CL^ 
tnean, my lady, us women)! for as to tl '9t 
men, they are undoubtedly the.raost fa»n- 
ciful, unintelligible,' headstrong, simp^^ 
fiouls of God's earth/* 

A faint smile appeared oti tbe count^^" 
nance of Eleanor, at this singular descri^^ 
tion ; and as she was no disciple of suc^h 
doctrine, said — " J think not with yo »>> 
Lauretta; so pray now>do lead me to tlr^c 
countess Anselmo, that I may learn som ^* 
thing more satisfactory respecting th^^ 
heialth of my bdoved Albert than wb-^^ 
you have thought proper to acquM^^^ 
me with.** — *' Indeed, signora," she r 
plied^ '^ it is the countess's expi^ss op- 

de 



ANS£LMO. ' 77 

"'^irs not to be disturbed^ because my 
*i^dy is Writing to her brother^ sighior 

*' I suppose by that order, then, Lau- 

^^tta, I am to return to my chamber, and 

^'^erc wait for the further commands of 

^ht countess ?*^— '• Yes, signora/' she 

^'^peated, *' that is precisely the wish of 

^y kdy, who thinks retirement the only 

• ^eans of composing your spirits ; of 

Vrhich, ahe supposes, you must be so 

tliuch in need, after the alarfhing oc* 

Cttrreuce you met with at the cavern 

latt night. You may depend upon it, 

%igfioni»'' continued Lauretta, '' the sigh 

you heard proceeded from no living lips ; 

' HOi np, dead ones, I warrant nie; and 

the aame which haunts that frightful 

temple, and nightly walks through the 

ahrubbery," .^ 

^; To what do you allude ?*' replied 

Eleanor, with much surprise. — '' Why, 

^^ signora, I say it was an apparition ; and 

^hat I never heard of before—a bla<;k 

E 3 one/* 
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one.** — ^^ Ridiculous ! Go, go, 
and prepare ihy coffee*— Til 
more." With this command the 
less, half-witted attendant was o 
comply ; and Eleanor being nov 
from the irksomeness of such • 
tion, again sought her chambc 
she endeavoured to calm her re 
respecting the health of Montai 
fo take into consideration his 
- proposals, so often tendered, a 
often hitherto rejected. 

To a heart like Eleanor^s, 
fraught with every noble an 
feeling, the complaints that her 
made of her >rant of confiden 
honour, and of her affecting 
precaution, occasioned her se 
easiness; and the more so, wh^ 
fleeted on the many obstacl 
must arise^ without a peculiar i 
tton of Providence, to prevent 
tous an union. The very n 
cofiduct of count Anselmo, e 
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*^r earliest years— thie severe lessons af 
'Morality, implanted on her mind during 
*^^r residence in the convent by the 
Confessor Lodovicp — and her orphan 
^tate, all combined to distract, and to ren- 
der, in her opinion, useless, every resolu- 
Tion she had at intervals ToriTied to favour 
the wishes, and comply with the entrea- 
tties of her lover. 

. The more she reflected upon it, the 
more was she convinced of the many dif- 
j6culties that accompanied such an under- 
taking. In the same indecision of mind 
did that day pass, and two others, with* 
iOUt her having come to any.determina* 
^ ,tioii proper to communicate to Montau* 
;ban, as a final resolve, to which, she 
.thought, as a woman of principle, she 
must hereafter adhere. 

In the mean while, Albert was suffer- 
ing yet greater inquietude from mental 
and bodily anguish. On his return to 
reason, the pain he before felt froin his 

b4 wound 
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woand was much increased since hi^lata^ -< 
accident ; nor did the second appearance .s:( 
of the monk Lodovicoj who bad beeK^ -sn 
instantly sent for to attend him^ contri-^Ei* 
bute in the least to relieve it. Not al^ETIl 
the entreaties of his mother, or the n 
presentations of the confessor, of the k 
tal elTects which might arise from his o1 
stinacy, could persuade Montauban 
accept the proffered services of Lodi 
vico. Albert's former antipathy had no ^ 
risen to a perfect abhorrencci even at i]:^me 
very sight of him. 

Trembling with inward ragCi and agai 
almost deprived of his senses^ through ba 
unfortunate , impetuosity of dispositi^ 
Montauban caught up his sabre; vfhi^^ 
was lying unsheathed on the table, and 
exclaimed, whilst presenthig it to the 
monk, ^'If it is my life y^u seek, this, this 
is the recipe for all disorders — plunge it 
deep, Lodovico, then shall I be soon at 
rest!" 

Aa 



An expression of terror from the 
<^ountes8 Anselmo accompanied this wild^ 
Ui^pardpnable action. Lodovico wrested 
from Montauban the dreadful imple- 
ment of destruction^ and th owing it with 
^qual violence on the ground^ it shivered 
^ntp a thousand pieces. '' Behold, rash 
y^uth!" disdainfully exclaimed Lodo- 
vico, whilst pointing to the scattered' 
^mnants of the sabre ; " from this, I pro- 
Mesy, you will repent your conduct to 
*he monk Lodovico-^" He was con- 
*inuipg: with an ironical tone, Albert, 
However, interrupted him, by saying — 
** Perhaps I may — I shall be obliged to 
purchase another/* 

" liisttlt upon insult V he retorted — 
^' I can no longer stay — yet mark my 
Words, bold boy, nor ever expect for- 
giveness from the deeply-wronged Lodo- ^ 
\ico!" 

The countess Anselmo now followed 
the monk from her son's apartment, and 
entreated, with tearful eyes, ini the most 

e5 ' urgent 
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urgent manner, that he would pardon the 
ill behaviour of Albert, whose deranged 
intellects she was certain had alone been 
the cause of it. 

This monk knew better ; yet consider* 
ing, and at the same time respecting the 
feelings of a mother, he appeared per* 
fectly satisfied with her apology ; &Bd 
apparently to convince the countess of 
its reality, and allay^the anxiety and grief 
ishe felt for her son's ill state of healthy 
Lodovico wrote several prescriptions for 
Montauban, and having extolled the par- 
ticular virtues of them, said^ with much 
firmness, and extreme dignity of manner, 
" Although it will be impossible for roe 
again to enter these domains, whilst Al- 
bert de Montauban is resident at Valle* 
roy, yet will I most chearfully, from the 
great respect I owe to its possessor, at all 
times tender my services in her behalf. 
He caught hold of the hand of the coun- 
•tess — pressed it to his bosom^ and mA 
^e utmost warmth^ and peculiar tender- 

derncss 
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;ss of feeling, exclaimed—/' From 
>irf do I revere your exemplary vir- 
as.ihe wife ■ ■*' Almeria invo- 

rilv shuddered. There was a marked, 
kusual energy* in the expression of 
word, which forcibly struck the 
igs of the countess; and as the 
: observed the emotion he had oc- 
ned, the sentence was felt unflnish- 
irticularly as no explanation was re- 
d. Lodovico then instantly relin- 
ed the trembling hand which he had 
with such impassioned fervour, and 
)tly taking his leave^ departed from 
jstle. 

he mean while, Albert, who was by 
eans in such ill health as his mo* 
fears had represented him to he, 
iismissed his attendants ; and being 
again at liberty to retrace in his 
the singular prohibition of the 
Dwn inhabitant of the temple, the 
led passions of jealousy, hope^ aqcl^ 
ir, by turns affected, spothed^ agi- 

k6 tated^ 
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tated^ and distressed him ; atid tbw 
Montauban commune with himself r^ 
specting the object of it — '^ Unfeeling 
obdurate girl !" he exclaimed ; '^ s^I« 
though love is a stranger to your heart; 
yet^ from the vaunted sensibility you ssty 
you possess, it certainly, to realize th^t 
character, should have prompted you t^ 
have pitied my sufferings — to have as- 
suaged them by candidly avowing your 
preference of another : such ingenuous- 
ness would have relieved my sufferings* 
and time and long absence would insea- 
sibly have taught me to have forgottea 
you." And continued — " Cruel, cruel 
Eleanor ! If any misfortune had unhap- 
pily afflicted you, I would have defied 
every earthly barrier but what I would 
have flown to your assistance. In the 
battle'sheat — amid thedin of arms — when 
horror was surrounding me on every 
side^— even in those perilous scenes I have 
often repeated your name with fervour; 
and^ inspired by the remembrance of 

the 
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the blissful moments I had passed in 
, your society^ witji renewed ardour have 
I combatted for glory. Oh Heavens !'* 
exclaimed Montauban^ in anguish, '* how 
l^ve all my hopes, my expectations, va- 
'iished !** A deep sigh succeeded these 
^iipleasant ideas ; and continued, *' Fool 
^^at lam, to have cherished so delusive 
^ dream, so falsely represented the bahn 
^f life, when I know, by experience, it is 
the misery of it. How can any one be 
^t rest under the influence of desiring 
Some unattained good! Impossible!" 
*^e exclaimed with vehemence. " It is 
*hat alone, then, which drives men mad, 
. ^tid will make me so, if I do not resolute- 
ly determine to conquer it.'' 

Albert now paced his chamber with 
Slurried and unequal steps, unheeding 
the representations of Lupino, who had 
tiow entered it, and on observing the dis- 
tressed state of his mind, was earnestly 
requesting him to suffer the -wound in 
his arm to be dressed, and to be more 

composed. 
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was ever at work to undermine and to 
destroy the least glimpse of repose that 
might sooth the already toorlong h 
rassed spirits of the countess. Reg 
for the loss of her first husband> and pity 
for Anselmo^ whose impassioned love for 
her had certainly been the cause of his 
retiring from the dignified situation he 
had, for so many years, most successfulljf 
occupied for his own advantage, and y&t- 
more for his country's, distressed, and 
indeed deeply afflicted the too-lovely AI— ■ 
meria, whose charms of person, anci 
amiableness of disposition, had ever rea-^ 
dered her a theme of admiration witf^ 
the men, and truly obnoxious to her owrm 
sex — they envied and despised her. Thi^ 
dislike was not diminished by Almicria*slat^ 
marriage with count Anselmo, for whon^ 
many a female heart in secret sighed itt 
vain; and the disappointment in the at' 
taining that splendid alliance had great- 
ly increased their hatred ; the lament- 
able 
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able effects of which will be but too fully 
'Xemplified in the following pages of this. 
"Story. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

As when the winds, ascending by degree*, 
iPirst move the whitening surface of the seas; 
The billows float in order to the shore; 
The wave behind rolls on the wave before; 
Till) with the growing storm, the deeps arisei 
Vmm o'er the rockii and thunder to the iklei t 
So to the^'Ail the thick bettalioni throng; 
Shields urg*d on iliieldii and men drove men il< 
Sedate and lilent move the num'rour bands : 
No sound, no whisper, but their chief's comiM 
Those only heard ; with awe the rest obey, 
As if some god bad 8natch*d their voice away. 

Pope's t 

To return, however, to Albert de i 
auban, whose approach to con 
cence, within these few days past 
been so promising as to induce hi 
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r to request his company the folloi^ 
; morning to breakfast in the saloon, 
^ert eagerly attended the sum^mons ; 
I their repast' being finished^ varrous 
»lcs of conversation ^nsued^ the more 
eresting to Almeria> as it principally 
srred to those engagements with the 
•my in which Albert de Montauban 
1 so conspicuously displayed his* cou- 
;e and active zeal for the jioble cause 
which he had embarked. Ofie of those 
ploits in particular engaged tl>e al4ea« 
n of the countess* 

" The recolleclion is pamful/' said Al- 
tt, on his commencing it, '' yet^^as my 
>t1ier 18 desirous to have that meflio- 
)le action recounted to her, it becomes 
) to comply.*' At that instant the door 
the saloon opened^ and £1eanor« who 
Resented the goddess of peace, attend* 
by the Paphiaa queen with all her 
tie train of loves, appeared, at once to 
ften^ exhilarate^ and shed fresh glory 

on 
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on the heroic enterprises of the youthful 
warrior 

A gleam of joy now animated the 
countenance of Mojitauban^ as he rap* 
turously gazed on the object of his, di<- 
vinity^ and who^ with, angelic sweetness^ 
congratulated him on his returning 
health. The countess^ hitherto a sulent 
spectator of this second interview of the 
lovers, now, however. With marked dis- 
pleasure, observed to Eleanor that her 
flattering^ and ill*iubduipg eloquence^ 
wfii extremely ill timedi and an injuitidi^ 
at her son never looked so i)l, or was la 
really jndiipoied» at at the present pa* 
riod— '' Such an unfounded expresuoDt*^ 
she continued, '' is therefore highly im- 
proper in you, signora, to advance, as it 
will only tend to re.nder him neglectfol 
of the means by which : he might restoie 
that health, I grieve to say, Albert has 
lost." 

This severe retort struck like a daggsr 

to 
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c 

(othe heart of£leaiior;jhe smile of wel- 
come flew from her beauteous face — a 
Tembling tear stole down her cheek ; 
ind the look she directed to her lover^ be- 
ond the skill of the most renowned 
^nter to attempt to portray^ was ex* 
*ressive of her distress. On hearing this 
npleasant information of his healthy she 
'ould instantly have retired^ had not the 
[Hintess, immediately reflecting on the 
nreasonable warmth with which she had 
loken^ now requested her to remain^ 
hilst her son continued to relate his ad* 
mtures. Montauban^ inwardly delight- 
1 at the softened tone in which his mo- 
ler had now addressed herself to £Ieanor, 
ith trembling eagerness conducted the 
mid girl to the same couch on which 
le countess was then seated. She re- 
vived her protegee with pleasure; and 
le little difference which had occurred 
etween thfem was soon obliterated from 
leir memory^ in the uncommon in- 
jrest they evinced at the. following rela- 

tion 
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tion of Albert, who exclaimed — *' It wa^ 
a victorious day for the Piedmontcsc ; 
yet, as it exhibited so many scenesrof woe,* 
my soul recoils at the idea of rehearsing 
deeds of glory, wlien they are so deeply 
stained by acts of inhumanity. To par^ 
ticulariize them would be impossible. 
Some few unfortunaie subjects, howcrefi 
of the surviving victims of a too-ambi- 
tious monarch, I hope I shall live to sec 
restored to their homes, their families, 
and their native country. 

*'0n the sixth of September last,"coD- 
tinued Montauban, " after a tcdiouR 
march over uncultivated and cheerless 
mountains, our troops approached the 
suburbs of Turin, headed by the duke of 
Savoy and the brave prince Eugene. U 
was at the close of evening that we halt- 
ed beneath the hillof the Capuchins, and 
the adjacent villages, with the intention 
of resting there for several da'Jrs to recruit 
the harrassed spirits of our brave men; 
who were almost exhausted with fatigue 

and 
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^wd hunger, our supplies having pre- 
viously been taken on their route by the 
enemy. Good accommodation in so de- 
^ructivc a warfare was not to be expect- 
ed; yet such as it aflTorded, we were truly 
grateful for. The cheerful song and ex- 
iifarating glass went merrily round, be- 
iQg apparently in the most perfect secu- 
rity from any attack by the*French, whose 
niain army we then believed to be many 
leagues disttant. 

" For the first ti«ie during bur march 
bf fourteen days/* said Albert, " I obtain- 
ed a few hours of comfortable rest, hav- 
ing retired early from my gay <:ompa- 
nionsfor that purpose. About midnight 
1 heard the drums beat to arms. In the 
utmost consternation I threw on my 
clothes, and descending into the street, I 
met one af our officers, who, *with three 
soldiers, were bringing to the giiard a 
prisoner belonging to the enemy. He 
was taken in' the act of reconnoitring 
4he outposts of our army, the greater part 

being 
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1)eing encamped on the surroundinj 
mountains ; and from this man they weir^ 
apprized/ that with an immense forc^ 
the French general, FeuiIIade> intended to 
give us battle on the succeeding dajr. 
Not a moment was lost then in preparing 
to meet this unexpected attack. . Tomy 
question/' added Albert, " if prince Eu- ; 
gene was acquainted wkh this inforraa- \ 
tion of the prisoner, to whose v^raci(y> . 
perhaps, there might be some doubt ? I 1 
received for answer, that our noble com-. 
mandeP had been, for several hours, with 
Iiis aid-de-camps, accompanied likewise 
by an engineer, surveying the heights, 
and was then inspecting and marking out 
the ground for the combat. 

^^ In an fnstant almost after I had re- 
t:eived this intelligence, I was mounted 
on my cliarger," said Montauban, " and 
anxious for the contest, rode off to the 
encampment, where I fo«i|^f«lI the men 
drawn out, and the princ^ Xn the^midst 
of the ranks, eticouraging his troops for 

the 
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tV^ expected battle. ' One more struggle 
^^i:'.victor)'/ he exclaimed^ 'will terminate 
^Ur glorious campaign ! Be steady at 
your posts, my comrades, and the day is 
our own/ With one voice they vociferat- 
ed — 'We will conquer or die !' Never 
did I witness such eagerness — such wild 
enthusiasm, to prove what they had so 
Dobly asserted ; having determined to 
rest on their arms during the remainder 
of the night, every man was in readiness 
for the signal of attack. On the eventful 
morrow, the dawn commenced with 
the sun rising in more Ihan usual splen* 
(dour; its genial rays warmed every sol- 
dier's bosom, and they prognosticated a 
successful contest. The whole of the 
enemy's camp was now clearly to be per- 
ceived about a league distance. The 
prince then ordered the whole army to 
move forwards, to gain a more advan- 
tageous position*. The signal guns, which 
had been previously settled to give no- 
tice of all the columns being ready to 
voj.. II. F advance, 
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advance^ having been fired between thre^^ 
and fbur o'clock^ the march continued ^ 
and the picquets of the advanced guard 
pf my column/' continued Albert, ''wer^ 
attacked in force, and obliged to give 
ground ; but they soon rallied, and were 
sustained. We formed 4n order of bat- 
tle as fast as we gained the summit of the 
neighbouring mountain. The enemy, how- 
ever, already disheartened by the great- 
ness of our force, not having been led to 
expect half the number, and not ac- 
quainted with the combinatidn of the 
march, had moved in great force out 
of their entrenchments in the valleyi 
with a view of turning, the line upon the 
right. They were not successful; and 
therefore countermarched, in order to 
direct their principal effort to the left 
of the Italian army. 

''About seven o'clock^ the action begao 
with a very vigorous attack on those 
troops ; and almost immediately after- 
wards^ our whole army was engaged with 

the 
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^^^ enemy, and continued so for four 
»^0\irs without intermission. 

" The fortune of the day was yet 
doubtful to us/' added Montauban^ 
**from the superiority oftheir artiller)'; 
^d as at that time f was the only officer 
remaining of our brave regiment, the 
rest having been either killed or wounded 
tn this desperate action, it was my fate to 
decide the contest." 

. ** Oh Hcavensl" interrupted the coun- 
tess, in an agony of feeling; ^ yours, my 
non ? Was it you that stopped the effu- 
sion of blood ?" 

" I am proud to say it was," replied 
Albert; '' for at that moment the air was 
Tent with the cry of — ' Our general is 
taken prisoner -^ hasten to the assist* 
ance of the prince, or the battlers lost 
to us !' In vain did the officers attempt 
to calm the consternation of the troops ; 
all was confusion and dismay. To stop 
the progress of this alarm, although I had 
then no -doubt of its reafity^ with a thun- 

F S dering 
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dering voice I exclaimed ~ * Victorjr 
huzza^ my comrades — we are crowner^ 
with glory !' They caught the soundman ^ 
hailing the feints with enthusiastic rapture 
again rallied^ shouting, as they plunge^ 
with heroic ardour into the midst of th^ 
enemy's ranks — ' Victory ! the day is o\mt 
own !* The action was restored with 
greater fury than ever; and on my lead* 
ing the brave Piedmontesc to the left of 
the mountain^ which was to the rear of 
the French army, by this fortunate move* 
ment, our noble commander, who, from 
too great an impetuosity, had got sur^ 
rounded by a party of French chasseurs, 
was now released, and soon appeared 
amongst his animated soldiers to close this 
eventfulanddreadful carnage. Theeneniy 
gave ground on all sides, and left.us com- 
pletely masters of the field of battle. Be- 
fore twelve o'clock the hostile foe were 
flying in all directions, leaving theground 
strewed with their dead and wounded. Our 
own loss,'' added Montauban^ " being so 

severe/ 



i^Vere, we could not aflford the instan- 
^^eous assistance that was requisite for 
^^r fallen enemy." 

Almeria now clasped her hands« and 
^^t'ecting her humid eyes to heaven^ ex-* 
^^^imed — " What mother would not be 
Ptoud of wch a son ! In you^ my Albert^ 
^he glory of your father's ancestors rise 
^Dew with redoubled lustre. But go onj 
ttiy boy," said the countess; "my soul, 
Ambitious for your fame^ burns to hear 
every particular— every exploit of your 
Undaunted dourage." 

'* Ah, my mother !" replied the young 
warrior, "seek to know no more— the 
remainder is replete with horror. To ex- 
patUte on the sufferings of human kind 
^tmof m^n torn from their kindred, every 
local cotnfort— to dwell on their piteous 
cries, their distracting moans for relief, 
where so little can be afforded to them, is 
Biost afflicting, 'there Was^ however, one 
circumstance, during the close of the 
battle, in the relation of which, my dear; 

F 3 madami^ 



inadam> 4 think you and sign ora Elean^^ 
jwill be interested. A French genenu 
perceiving the fortune of the day pro^r^ 
adverse to his hopes^ rushed from th^ 
lines^ and challenged me to single'con^ 
bat. We fought. At the first stroke 
my sabre he was wounded^ yet did he r 
new the conflict with increased despera- 
tion^ My horse was shot by one of hit 
soldiersj who was hastening to* his rescue. 
In my fall^ I again lifted up my sabre— il 
pierced the side of the genrcraf, who !»- 
stantly fell on the ground apparently 
without life. 

*' The retreat of the IFrench army now 
becoming general^ he found himself to- 
tally deserted by those to whom he had % 
right to look for assistancer For tone 
minutes I gazed on his death-like coun^ 
tenance in silent sorrow. I knelt besUe 
him^ and supporting his head oh my 
shoulder, I could perceive he breath* 
ed. A heavy sigh succeeded, and he 
then faintly exclaimed— ^'Do not disturb 
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^^*-- pray let me die Ir peace !' I endea- 
voured to console the officer/* continued 
^ontauban, '' expressing a hope that (he 
^^und was not mortal, and by saying 
^^ that should be directly conveyed with 
S^eat care to my tent, where I would in- 
stantly send forasurgeon to attendonhim. 
' Oh, no !' he replied ; ' I wish not for 
life with the loss of honour/ By this 
time, however, we were joined by seve- 
lal of our soldiers, and, in compliance 
with my earnest entreaty, the general 
suffered us to bear him from the field ; 
which office having performed as gently 
as possible, holding my handkerchief to 
the wound to prevent its bleeding afresh, 
he was conducted to my tent, where I 
found one of the surgeons in attendance 
( owing to the report,*' added Montauban, 
*' that it was myself who had received a 
fatal stroke from my adversary). I had 
sbon the pleasure of hearing the wound 
was not deep ; and that, with great at- 

F 4 teUtion^ 
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Icntion, the general might be restored to 
health/' 

Albert paused at this part of the narra- 
tion. He perceived the countenance of 
£leanor changed to a deathly paleness^ 
whilst, with her hand, she endeavoured to 
chase away the tears which had involun- 
tarily flowed during Montauban's recital 
oflhis adventure. The countess, feeling 
less agitation than her protegee, and anx- 
ious to hear the conclusion, not observ- 
ing the effect it had produced on Elea- 
nor, requested her son to resume his nar- 
rative. 

' '^ The detail of such warlike scenes/* 
replied Albert, addressing his mother, 
" is too irnelancholy for the gentle soul 
of youf young friend ;" and then turn- 
ing to the weeping girl, said, with much 
emotion, thrown entirely off'his guard by 
her apparent grief — '* I beseech your 
pardon — I would not for the world of- 

fend you ;" and then continued — " Vain, 

thoHghtlcss 
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thoughtless Montauban ! in extolling 
^our own supposed merits your words 
have pierced to the heart an angel !" 

These wHd sentences of the lover in- 
:reased the anguish they were meant to 
subdue. '' Oh Eleanor !" he exclaimed^ 
throwing, himself at her feet^ '' no sup- 
pliant ever deserved your pity more than 

4 

When de Montauban does at this mo- 
fnent/'— " Why will you talk thus?" re- 
plied Eleanor^ in the greatest agitation. 
^' Your speech aliarms me. The sudden 
close of your narrative assures me the re- 
mainder is of dreadful import My fears 
have realized the conclusion ; and I fore- 
tell unceasing anguish will be my por- 
tion. Know you not^" she continued, 
hat count Ans^lmo, who took me, a 
lelpless infant, to his care, has affirmed 
hat France is my native land ? and al- 
ihough my noble lord has ever cherished 
one as his daughter (at that word Mont- 
siuban started), yet has he bade me to 
revere the place which gave me birth* 

F 5 ^^udge. 
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Judge, then, if I can hear, unmoved, tP^ 

miseries of those whom I have been ev^^ 

■ 

taught to hold in reverence ? No — it ^ 
impossible !" she continued. ''With hb. Z 
latest breath I will bless them, and invoke.' 
every guardian saint for their felicity.'' '^ 

This severe, but exalted reproof o/ 
Eleanor, rendered all further expostula- 
tion unavailing. The latter part of the 
narrative, in particular^ had afflicted 
her ; a sudden presentiment having 
rushed across her mind that the un- 
fortunate French general, whom Mont- 
auban had wounded and taken prisoner; - 
might be her own father. From the 
commencement of her reply to Albert's 
entreaty, he was certain she ei^tertained 
that idea, and therefore deeply lamented 
he should have been so unguarded as to 
have related it. 

Displeasure, however, did not long 
remain an inmate in the breast of Elea- 
nor. She soon reflected that Montauban 
had but performed his duty^ and in the 

exercise , 
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^crcfse of that sacred trust, had acted 
^^th I^umanity and ^reat benevolence, 
^^ill there was an indefinable sensation 
^* fear, which, notwithstanding the wish 
*he had to hear the sequel of Albert's 
^^rrative, this inward dread seemed to 
forcibly prevent her having it gratified. 
Eleanor, therefore, requested permission 
^ftlie 'countess to retire;, and as she 
^ose from her seat, perceiving the me- 
lancholy looks of Montauban, with much 
gentleness s?i^— *-" Your country is your 
debtor, signior ; nor must you think the 
glorious enterprise of relieving Turin, in 
which you so greatly distinguished your- 
self, can ever be erased from their re- 
membrance. I have no doubt that many 
a fair one,*' she continued, smiling 
through her tears, ''are now employed in 
weaving the laurel, and other ensignia of 
honour, to decorate the brow of their 
preserver." The lover felt not this 
compliment from his mistress— the man- 
ner in which it was spoken offended. 

f6 Albert 
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Albert fancied the real meaning intended 
to be conveyed by it was, that his glory 
was only to arise from the havock she 
supposed him to have made, and his tri- 
umph from the pleasure of insulting the 
distresses of a fallen enemy. 

How ingenious is the subtle god of 
love in tormenting his votaries ! Imme- 
diately, therefore, on Eleanor's leaving 
the saloon, Montauban intimated to his 
mother that he should depart from VaN 
leroy the succeeding day, and proceed 
to §uza, where his regiment was then 
stationed. The countess, who had now 
received sufficient proofs of her sett's 
attachment for Eleanor, in a very firm 
and dignified manner, demanded to know 
his future intention in respect to her 
j^TOtegie ? at the same time attempting 
to convince him, that whatever plans he 
had perhaps formed for the completion 
of his wishes, they would 6e surely frus- 
trated by count Anselmo — that her 
birth was mysterious, if not dishonour- 
able. 
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able — " Say not so/' hastily interrupted 
Montauban ; '* for on her very counte- 
nance is marked the stamp of honour. 
Your suspicions, dearest mother," he con- 
tinued, " rend my heart in twain. Oh 
Heavens! can you, for a moment, cherish 
an idea of Ebeanor being the daughter 
of count Anselmp, when you have just 
heard from the lips of the lovely girl 
the declaration of Anselmo, for her to 
consider France as her native country ? 
Should even this asseveration be false, 
do you suppose that the count would 
have introduced to your notice and re- 
gard the offspring of an illicit attach- 
ment ? Impossible !'' continued Mont- 
auban, with an elevated tone of voice, on 
perceiving the attention his mother was 
listening to these arguments in her fa- 
vour. " Oh, then, let me beseech you 
to dispel these injurious and tormenting 
doubts, and be my advocate for pardon 
to the gentle Eleanor, whose displeasure 
I have so unhappily incurred !" 

The 
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The countess^ although not convince^ 
of the validity of her son's reasoning 
on a topic in which she knew his heari 
was so nearly concerned, yet with more 
calmness^ and less assumed authority^ she 
now requested Albert to relate to her 
the commencement of his acquaintance 
with the protegee of Anselmo. This com- 
mand was instantly complied with, and 
with much ingenuousness, except that 
part referring to the monk Lodo- 
vico, to which he thought proper not to 
allude. On Albert's then renewing his 
entreaty for his mother's acquiescence 
with the proposals of marriage he intend- 
ed to make to Eleanor, she , strongly 
urged the necessity of delaying his suit 
till the return of the count into Tuscany, 
Anselmo having alone the power of dis- 
posing of the affeotiops of the foundling; 
and continued — '' I shall then feel most 
^^PPy^ ^y dear Albert, should I obtain 
that consent, to promote^ if possible, your 

expcct<int • 
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^pectant felicity with the gentle Elea- 
nor/' 

" The consent of Anselmo^ madam,^ 
Teplied Montauban, mournfully^ '' 1 de- 
spair of/' — '• To his will, however, you 
are, and must be impelled to abide l)y ; 
for believe me> that Eleanor, ( whose love 
for you I suppose sincere, ) even she would 
not assent to listen to such a declaration, if 
the permission of her benefactor was not 
first obtained, whom she holds in reve« 
rential awe. Let us not, my son,*' said 
Almeria, '' anticipate an evil that may 
not befall us ; rather let us cheer the sad 
heart with this consolatory reflection, that 
there is no misfortune permitted to hap- 
pen but some good may be extracted 
ouf of it. Oh, Albert, my only surviv- 
ing comfort ! endeavour, then, to expel 
this destructive melancholy from yotir 
breast — rise superior to such a woman- 
ish weakness ; to effect which, great as 
my happiness is in beholding, and know- 
ing that you are in safety, yet do I now 

conjure 
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conjure you to fly from Valleroy, nor at- 
tempt to return until you are assured of 
my lord's permission. The future peace 

of a lovely girl depends on it ; and " 

— '' Say no more, madam> I entreat you," 
hastily interrupted Montauban; "lam 
prepared, this moment, to obey your 
mandate/' To this ready compliance of 
departing from Tuscany, however, the 
countess did not assent, on reflecting that 
in his then ill state of health, so soon to 
renew his journey might be more dan- 
gerous than allowing him to sustain, for 
a period, the society of the fascinating 
Eleanor. We may justly* say, in the 
words of the poet. Where love reigns, 
that nought remains ; but so 

" Redime t« captum qnam- (]^ueas miuimo/' 
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CHAP. VI. 

It is jealoasj*s peculiar nature 
To swell small things to great; nay, out of noug^ht 
' To conjure much, and then to lose its reason 
Amid the hideous phantoms it has form'd* 

YOUKO. 

Wkarily' passed with Albert the first and 
second week of his abode at Valleroy ; his 
mother was thoughtful^ and at times ap- 
parently unhappy ; and Eleanor^ from 
pleading a slight indisposition^ except at 
the h;Ours of repast, had secluded herself 
entirely in her own apartments. 

Towards the close of the evening be* 
fore his intended departure, having now 
been nearly three weeks at the castle, the 
countess requested Montaiib»n to accom^ 

> pany 
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' party her to the convent of Santa Maria, 
having, as she .said, son:>e business of con- 
sequence to relate to the superior, which 
must be delivered in person. During 
their walk, being unattended by aYiy of 
the servants, Almeria renewed her in- 
quiry respecting tl^e officer whom Albert 
had wounded at the close of the battle m 
relieving Turin, for the fate of whom 
Eleanor had evinced so much uneasiness 
and inquietude. 

He was our prisoner," said Albert; 

but through the clemency of our royal 
commander, the general was permitted to 
return to France on his parole/' — *^ His 
name?'*— '* ClMrvill^,'^ replied Albert to 
this question of his mother; who con- 
tinued to inquire if he had any reason to 
suppose that the general was a relative 
of Eleanor? With a desponding tone 
of voice he answered — " I am afraid time 
will prove it so/' 

'* Afraid! — rather rejoice, my son," 
reiterated his indulgent motlier> " that 

your 
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IF supposition may prore true ; for 
n under a kinder star would your 
tunes flourish'— the lovely Eleanor, 
*haps» receive a parent's blessing — the 
conquerable douba, which I entertain 
her near affinity to count Anseloi^ 
jpated— and my son be again owned 
tbe rightfttl.heir of Valleroy. Do not 
Brrupt the pleasing ideas I cherish of 
srity/' said his mother, on perceiving 
I. going to speak* '* I am already ao-» 
linted with the count's displcaaure 1^ 
ds you, Albert, and grieve for the 
se of it* The unfortunate difference 
ween you, however, I despair not of 
ng reconciled. He wants not genero^ 
'/when convinced' that it will be Well, 
towed. Anselmo, in his relation of 
history of tlie foundling, informed 
» that the paper which was tied around 
neck,v inserting a forcible appeal for 
infant's protection, was written in 
French language :, should it, there- 
be really proved that the geileral 

of 






of whom you have spoken h related to 
the amiable girl, the humanity you have 
shewn to your prisoner will be amply 
rewarded." 

*' Oh, mc^er, cease to distress mc by 
»uch a belief !*' he replied, "Can yon 
for an instant "suppose, that, should the 
unfortunate officer, which Heiaven avert! 
<be the father 6( Eleanor, she would unite 
herself to the wretch who had lifted op 
his hand against that parent's life?"-* 
''Self-defence is justifiable,'* answered 
the countess; '* in war it becomes a pJ* 
ramount duty — to shrink from it marks 
the coward. If we act right, Albert, we 
must hope always. In your conversatioa 
with the general," continued the coun^ 
tess, "had you no opportunity pf intro- 
ducing the name of Anselmo's proiegetf^ 
— •'* The mind of ClairvilM was too ill at 
ease to admit of his discoursing on any 
subject," replied Albert, ''except ex- 
pressing an anxious desire to be permit- 
ed to retire into France. At times he 

was 
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iras qiiite delirious: in those unhappy 
cnotnentSy however^ I learnt sufficient to 
convince me, that if the general be not 
related to the lovely Eleanor, he is allied 
to the monk Lodovico." 

N 

''A relation of our confessor!'* ex- 
daimed Almeria, vrith the utmost sur- 
prise ; and continued — *' Did ClairvilM 
f^eal so much ? He must then be an 
Italian ?'* — *' I cannot think so*— I have 
too honourable an opinion of him to sup* 
pose that he would desert his colours in 
so unjust a cause/' said Montaqban ; 
^fieitherdidhissentences accord with that 
dea you entertain; having denounced, in 
hoser dreadful paroxysms, an eternal ven« 
[eance on the very namet)f one. In the 
itmost fiiry he exclaimed-*r-' My sword 
ball never rest till the wrongs of Hyp* 
»olitus are revenged {' An awful silence 
[Mr a few moments then succeeded, duri- 
ng which Clairviiy became more com- 
oted. I approached him»-^he knew me 
xtf ; the general incoherently uttered—* 

'Hold! 
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'Hold J no mor^ ! already! feel your 
dagger at my heart— destruction follows 
the rash attempt ;' and then, in a milder 
tone of supplication^ he continued — ^Ok 
my brother! again let us be united ia 
everlasting bonds of amity — ^accede to 
my entreaty.' A long pause now en- 
sued," said Albert, *' which was broken ; 
only by the deep moan^ of the afSicted 
officer, who, to his bodily pain, was like- 
wise apparently sufTering^he greater mi-^ . 
sery of mental agony. Some time hav- 
ing elapsed in this silent sorrow, he con- 
cluded by pronouncing, with marked 
emphasis and poignant grief, the name of 
Eleanor and Lodovico.*' 

"Strange ! very stnange indeed !" re- 
plied the countess to this latter informa- 
ition.of Montauban's; '^ and impossible 
for either of us to unravel so mysterious 
a conclusion !'* So deeply wfere they 
engaged in this interesting subject, that 
they had now arrrs*ed at the gates of the 
monastery, without either being in the 

least 
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least conscious of the termination of tbeir 
walk. The tolling, however, of thexon<- 
vent bell for vespers^ recalled Albert to 
his recollection ; with a heavy sigh he 
mentally ejaculated, '' It was at this very 
hour that I first saw the beauteous Elea- 
aor— first knew the pangs of love — be- 
catne wounded with the shafts so bright ; 
I sunk insensibly its devoted victim/' 

Prayers having begun at the convent, 
the countess could not obtain an inter- 
view with the abbess that night — " How 
unfortunate I" exclaimed Almeria ; " you 
should have reminded me, Montauban, 
of the lapse of time : indeed you are a 
sorry companibn ; I will not request 
your attendance again if you are so 
thoughtless." Albert smiled at this re- 
proof of his mother, but was silent; 
ihe delay having arisen from her curiosity 
in hearing the account of general de 
Glairvilli^, which her son would have 
l)een better pleased to have remained 
concealed. 

The 
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The countesst having now left a mes- 
sage with the portress, that she should 
wait again on the superior the succeed- 
ing morning, she returned with her son 
to Valleroy ; and on entering the saloon, 
complaining of being fatigued with her 
walk, instantly retired to her own ajiart- 
ment. 

On being left alone, the pleasant 
moonlight induced Albert to renew bis 
walk through the domains of the castte 
He wandered about for several hours, 
and enjoyed an indescribable pleasure in 
being permitted to sigh at liberty, and, 
indulge reflection on the past — ^the un- 
certainty of the future ; to trace, ia 
thought, the happy scenes of childhood 
—the misery of man on arriving at ma- 
turity, when too oft unbounded passions 
take the lead, and reason, light of the 
soul, is conte4Qned and disregarded- 
This melancholy cast of thought, how- 
ever, was not without its use ; it calmed, 
for a while, the spirits of the impetuous 

vouth: 
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fOQth ; the natural dignity of his mind 
9ecame^ in some degree, restored ; and 
3n determining to uphold it, he solemn-* 
ly swore to fly from the enchantment 
ifvhich had so fatally inthralled him ; and 
prayed that in active life he might so 
pass his days as to quite forget the world 
bad ever contained an Eleanor. Such a 
resolution was truly magnanimous, and 
bespoke the hero. 

The scene around conspired, too, in 
assisting this present state of his mind ; 
the frowning grandeur of the lofty tur- 
rets of the castle, which seemed, as 
borne by the gale of evening, to whisper, 
'' These mutilated walls have often signa« 
lized themselves with glory ; here, on 
these battlements, has many a warrior 
hurled destruction on a besieging foe> 
and taught to thousands what the human 
mind is capable, possessed of heroic virtue, 
unshackled by female chains/' 

Montauban appeared to tread on air. 
Ins soul uplifted by the solemnity of the 

VOL. II. e hour. 
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hoar. Night having now spread her slr.^ 
.doling mantle o'er the heavens, tlw^ 
pale moon/shedding a soft and silver^ 
radidnce, alone assisted to. guide tb^ 
wanderer through this sweet Arcadia^ 
whose crystal currents^ and enamelled 
banks of roses, with other odoriferous . j 
flowers, flung their fragrant perfumes 
along the gentle breeze, and aided to 
throiy an enchantment over every sur- 
rounding object. 

His bosom glowed with gratitude as 
he contemplated the wondrous beauty of 
Divine Providence ; and as the melan- 
choly idea rose in his mind, that here he 
should never more behold them, he ex- 
claimed aloud — '' Farewell, ye blissful 
scenes— farewell to Valleroy !" and con* 
tinued, in softer accents of sorrow at the 
reflection, "Oh Eleanor, little did Mont- 
auban think, when, he first loved you, 
you would have taught his heart to feel 
$uch pangs !'' 

An illusive ray of light now terminated 

the 
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^^ ^d complaints of the lover. In pass- 
^^S ^long the grove, on the eastern side 
9^ the castle, Albert saw the form of 
^^^anor gliding through the trees which 
fronted the temple: swift as lightning 
|)C pursued the sylph-like enchantress; 
and on drawing nearer, he observed a 
letter in her hand-; she was pressing it 
with eagerness to her bosom, whilst re« 
citing in a low tone of voice, as she con- 
tinued her way to the castle, the follow- 
ing lines to friendship : 

'< In questa mia solitudino, dove sola prova paie *I mio 
cor. lo rammento } Contento passato ed i dolci paiceii 
dell amicisia. Quest alma reconoscenti godera sempre 
della felicity Meir amico, penera per le sua sciaguid 
porgendc^ sempre vote per la sua salute^ ed ogni prospe- 
Yita. Ahime ! guardo splendera • di nuova quest' astro 
benigna^ sovra i giomi miu/' 

A deadly faintness now benumbed 
every faculty of Montauban. Eleanor, 
with the utmost transport, kissed the let- 
ter from which she had been repeating^ 

gS and 
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at)d then folding ft up with great care^ 
and concealing it beneath her robe, agaia 
uttered aloud — ^Felice notte, mid cwrof 
amico /'* 

Jealousy had now taken full possession 
in the breast of Montauban, accompanied 
with a determination of revenging the 
supposed inconstancy of Eleanor, al- 
though it was but an instant before be 
Jiad so nobly resblved to drive her from 
his remembrance, and regain Jbis liber- 
ty. In furious haste, therefore, he pass- 
ed her, and np longer able to command 
the natural warmth of his temper, ex* 
claimed to himself, 'VDistraction ! I can- 
not .endure such accumulated insults!" 
and continued, with greater vehemence 
*^'' My brain's on fire ! y^t shall my suf- 
feringsbe participated !" 

If the first exclamation did not alarm 
the gentle'EIeanor, the latter sentence of 
Albert prevented her from all power of 
reply. Terrified also at his menacing 
^4^sture, as he darted Along the avenue 

to 



to regain the castle, she coald not imme' 
diately recover presence fcf mind, nor 
courage sufficient, to encounter any ex- 
planation with the impetuous Montau- 
ban." Surprised and affected at such be- 
haviour, (well knowing that his angry 
declamation alluded to her,) as soon as 
she thought she saw Albert enter the 
castle, Eleanor again bent her way to- 
wards' the temple; and on seating her- 
self under the portico, she again took the 
fated letter from ber bosom 'which had 
so inflamed the imagination of her lover, 
and pressing it to her lips, bgrst into a 
flood of tears. 

In the mean while, Montauban was a 
silent spectator of this second interest- 
ing, yet to him, agonizing scene, he 
not having entered the castle, as she supr 
posed, but on observing her intention, 
had returned, and followed her unper- 
ceived to the temple. In an agony of 
desperation he now appeared before her, 
and instantly snatching the letter from 

e 9 
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» 
her hand, he tore it to atoms ; and ex- 
claimed — " Thus, madam, would I serve 
the author of it ; and know that Albert 
de Montauban will not* rest till he has 
had ample vengeance on the villain who 
has so basely annihilated all his future 
hopes of happiness.'* 

Eleanor heard not, however, the con» 
elusion of ihis dreadful imprecation; 
her feelings were so overcome by thii 
violent proceeding of Albert, that ihe 
fell senseless at his feet. At that mo- 
ment a groati proceeded from the inte- 
rior of the temple, followed by another 
yet more appalling to the ear of Montau- 
ban^ whose passion had now become some* 
what calmer, on observing the effects, of 
his impetuosity. Tremblingly he raised 
the fainting Eleanor from the ground- 
he supported her in his arms — but could 
not speak. This third convincing proof 
of an affection for the writer af the letter 
he had destroyed, made him look on her 
with mailed dislike. In silent indif- 
. > ' . ference. 
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ference, and even impatience to be re^ 
leased from his burthen, Albert then 
awaited her return to reason. 

A short interval had elapsed of this 
unpleasant rencounter of the lovers, when 
the sound of voices not far off, and evi- 
dently approaching towards them, recall 
ed the bewildered senses of the lovely 
orphan, who now shrunk with terror 
from her unkind supporter, and leaning 
against an adjoining column, it appeared 
to Montauban that she was desirous of 
being left alone; he therefore said — " I 
am well convinced, madam, my presence 191 
disagreeable to you ; I can however assure 
you this isthelasttime — " Beforehecould 
finish the severe sentence of taking leave 
of her for ever, and denounce furthei: 
vengeance on his supposed rival, Ernes- 
tine Rddolphus, the countess, attended 
by Lauretta, made her appearance. 

Montauban, having no satisfactory rea- 
sons for being seen with Eleanor at such 
an hour of the evening, and so distant 

G 4 from 
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From the castle, bowed, therefore, re- 
spectfully to his mother; and without 
^speaking a word, instantly disappeared 
amidst the windings of an adjacent 
shrubbery. 

Displeased at such behaviour, the coun* 
tess now advanced to the amiable girl, 
and taking her trembling hand, request- 
ed from her an explanation of this sin- 
gular meeting, when she supposed that 
she had retired to rest for several houa 
Poor Eleanor could not utter a singlesen* 
tcnce ; her audible sighs, and face cover- 
ed with tears, was all the information she 
could derive that something was wrong; 
dome unhappiness, which appeared to 
prey with great anguish upon her heart, 
and prevented the power of reply. 

" Well, my love," said the humane Al- 
meria, unwilling to probe the wound she 
could not heal, /' return with me to the 
castle, and endeavour, by sleep, only 
friend of the miserable, to chase away 
the sorrow which oppresses you. I ^^ 

not 



ANSELHO. 129 

not altogether ignorant of the cause of 
it/' continued the countess^ " therefore 
if you act ingenuously with me, and in 
yoiur actions are but guided by reason, 
depend on it, you shall ever find in me 
an affectionate and faithful adviser." 
These tender assurances of friendship af- 
fected Eleanor more deeply than the re- 
proaches she had listened to from the 
proud and impetuous Albert, who had, 
in one moment o7 anger, as she suppos- 
ed, torn her from his heart for ever. Si- 
lently, therefore, as she followed her be- 
nefactress to the castle, she mentally eja- 
culated — *' Oh Montauban ! did you but 
inherit one spark of your mother's vir- 
tue, I should not, as now, have to lament 
my easy credulity !" A sudden project 
then pressed on her imagination, and fog- 
getful of her friend being so near, she ex- 
claimed aloud — " I am resolved, and no 
power on earth shall prevent the execu- 
tion ofit !" ^r, 
. *' Are your resolutions so firm, Elea- 

G 5 nor ?** 
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nor ?'' inquired fhe coiintass, smiling at 
the warmth with which sne had expressed 
herself. '^ Ah, my dear giri," she con- 
tinued, '' wheii you have seen as much 
of the world as I have done« and have 
been more experienced in its unavoid- 
able calamities, the present disappoint* 
ment, and the unpleasantries you may 
hitherto casually have suffered, will £(p« 
pear light in comparison to those of your 
maturer years; those lines of the im- 
mortal Homer, in his Iliad, where he 
§ays 



' To labour is the lot of man below. 

And when Jove gave us life^ he g^ve us woe/ 

has been fully illustrated by the history 
of succeeding ages ; the traditions which 
have been handed down to posterity of 
the greatest and best of men having suf-. 
fered the most oppressive cruelty ; yet 
did they bear their misfortunes with pa- 
tience and moderation ; secure in the 
approbation of their own heartsi, they bid 

defiance 
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defiance to all of human kind^ and died 
as they lived — full of piety, no\]y great, 
an everlasting honour to themselves and 
their country." 

This kind of consolation, the deriving 
comfort to ourselves from the knowledge 
of the greater sufferings of others, had 
ever failed, however, on the commiserat- 
ing disposition of Eleanor; she had 
oftener wept more for the sorrows of 
others than her own ; which, as the coun- 
tess justly observed, had as yet, however, 
been trifling, in comparison to what she 
would most .probably endure on a further 
acquaintance with the world, in which, 
for some unknown cause, the most de- 
serving characters are not always those 
on whom the. sunshine of fortune is des- 
tined to visit. 

They having now entered the hall of 
the castle, Lauretta terminated the elo- 
quence of her mistress by rapturously 
crying out with joy, '* Thanks to the Holy 
Virgin^ we are all saf^ at home again ! 

c6 The 
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The very thought of that horrid temple so 
terrifies me, that I do humbly pray, my 
lady, you will never take me any more 
spirit-hunting; for " A look of dis- 
pleasure from the countess now silenced 
her loquacibus attendant ; and on ob- 
serving Lupino, who was at a distant part 
of the hall, busily employed in packing 
up his master's trunk, Almeria sent her 
to inquire the reason of this hasty prepa- 
ration for her son's departure ? Lupino 
informed them it was his master's inten- 
tion to leave Valleroy at a very early hour 
in the morning. ''Where is your master?" 
inquired the countess, on hearing this 
sudden determination of Montauban* 
To the reply of Lupino that he was r^ 
tired to rest, she continued — " Then in- 
form him that we cannot dispense with 
his company until after to-morrow. It is 
my Albert's birthday^ Lupino; and I 
propose to commemorate it by giving a 
little f^te to the neighbouring peasantry; 
therefore he must stay to witness their 

festivity.** 
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jistivity." This, information afforded 
luch pleasure to Lupino and Lauretta ; 
he latter instantly departed to reveal 
his welcome intelligence to the rest of 
he servants, and Lupino to acquaint his 
naster. Eleanor and the countess waited 
n the saloon for an answer to the mes- 
age. Almeria, however, observing the 
pallid looks of her young friend, and her 
extreme agitation, rang for lights, and 
dismissed her by saying — " Ct)me, come, 
my love, retire to repose ; for I must 
have all your charms summoned up to- 
morrow to grace the rural banquet of 
the villagers, by whom you know youi 
are held in great veneration." 

The dejected Eleanor, attended by 
Lauretta, then repaired to her own cham- 
ber, the latter not a little exhilirated at 
the thoughts of having escaped the me- 
ditated midnight ramble with her mis- 
tress, whose intention it was that night 
to have explored the mystery of the 

temple. 
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temple, and developed, at once^;the 
cause which had inspired such terror 
amongst the domestics. 



\ 
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CHAP. VII. 

** The World has now no jojs for me. 

Nor can life now one pleasure, boast. 
Since all my eyes desir'd to see— 

My wish, Aiy hope, my all, is lost. 

ye Powers divine, ^ 

What hare I done, or thought, or said ? 
di say, what horrid act of mine, ■ V 

Has drawn this vengeance on my head?^ 

^ Tv nighty as we are taught io believe^ 
}rings peace to the weary inhabitant of a 
:ottage) how much more is their state to 
)e envied than mine !^ ejaculated Elea- 
nor^ as she vainly sought in sleep to obli- 
terate^ for a time, the .unfaappiness which 
oppressed lier. Lauretta^ observing the 

anguish 
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anguish of Eleanor, endeavoured to di- 
vert and recall her mind from the object 
which had renewed, with such increasing 
gloom, the melancholy tenor of her na- 
tural disposition, by a continued relation 
of Antonio, whose history Lauretta had 
been prevented concluding on a former 
night. 

" I think, my lady," said this artless 
girl, as she seated herself by the couch 
of Eleanor, '* I left off my brother's his- 
tory just at that part where he fell in 
love with Corisande, the merchant's daugh- 
ter. It is a grievous tale, and has 
been a warning to every body — I mean, 
all my feUow-seryants that I have in- 
formed of it — how to escape so unac- 
countable a malady. The doctor used to 
say, when he attended Antonio, that it 
was learning began to turn his wits, and 
love made him downright mad. My 
brother sometimes fancied himself tram- 
ported, as he used- to say, into the Tor- 
rid Zone^ and would call upon the Tro- 
pical 
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pical Cancer to allay the flame which, he 

said, was consuming his vitals. At other 

times/* continued Lauretta, *' he would 

sob, and sigh, and pine himself to death ; 

then again would Antonio start up from 

his seat, and cry aloud for Corisahde ; 

and on being quite worked up to frenzy 

at the mention of her name, he would 

exclaim, with fury-—* Self-destruction is 

dlone the remedv !' which used to 

frighten us all most terribly, my lady/* 

*' Poor young man !'*. ejaculated the 
still- weeping Eleanor ; and continued — 
•* Was your brother at home then, Lau- 
retta ?*' — " Oh yes, my lady ; because on 
the marriage of the nverchant's daughter 
with the rich banker at Paris, Antonio 
was so outrageous, that his mister was 
obliged to send him away as quick as pos- 
sible. Well, then, my lady," continued 
the talkative girl, *'as I was saying be- 
fore, my poor brother would determine 
on killing himself downright; ^nd once, 
to complete, as he thought, his sacrilegious 

-intention. 
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intention^ Antonio mounted an old wood" 
en chair, exclaiming/ Oh Sapphp! immor- 
tal fair ! thy destiny be mine !' when ira* 
mediately he jumped down, and laid on 
the ground as if he was quite dead. My 
mother was then sadly alarmed, and cried 
bitterly over him for some time ; fortu- 
nately, however, the doctor came to visit 
him, and the moment Antonio heard hi« 
voicei ( whidh wa« not one of the pleasant- 
est In the worldi that I must layi) he got 
up againi and began to ling the foUowiog 
little English ballad^ ^Pply^^g ^^ ^^^^ 
own situation, and which Antonio bas 
fince taught me to repeat in that tongue 
•—Shall I give you the words of it, my 
lady?'' 

Eleanor having some slight knowledge 
of tlie language, an assent was given to 
this request, and Lauretta thus began--* 

** DlstracbBd witb care, 
For Corisajidft the fair, 
P©or Antonio, her lover. 
Resolves, in despiir. 



I 

\ 

\ 
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No longer to languish, 
Nor bear 50 much anguish; 
But mad with his love^ 
To a precipice goes, 
Where a leap from above 
Would soon 6nisb his woes. 

When in rage he came therei 

Beholding-how steep 

The sides did appeufi 

And the IbfMtom how deopi 

Hit lomtnti prq)Mdiig| 

And ladly rofltotingy 

That a bver ibnaHen 

A new lovor may get| 

But a neck, when once brolceni 

Can never be Mti 

And that he could die 
Whenever he Would j 
But that he could livb 
But as long as he could ; 
How grievous soever 
The torment might gtow, 
He scorn'd to endeavour 
To finish it $o« 



Bat 
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"But bold, unconcemM, 
At thoughts of the paioi 
He calmly returned 
To his cottage agaiiu" 

A faint smile appeared off the cow^ 
tenance of Eleanor at this ludicrous de- 
scription of the tender passion of love, 
so humourously related by her atlendanti 
yet being at the same time weary of it, 
she s^iid — " Indeed^ Lauretta, I must 
request yoif to hasten tq the conclusion 
of your storyi for sleep weighs heavy 
fSn my eyelids, and oppresses my senses; 
therefore be quick, as I wish to indulge 
it/' 

^' Well, then, my lady," she replied, 
*^ soon after that, my brother got well 
again ; and being tired of home, he re- 
turned to Paris, and entered into the ser- 
vice of a ge/itleman, who employed him 
to write speeches and panegyrics on the 
great lords of the state, who bad not in- 
clination or abilities to do it for thera- 
^Ives. Antonio, however, was very 

shortly 



ANSELMO. 141 

Drtly weary of fhat occupation^ which^ 
>wever profitable, did not acquire him 
y fame : so therefore, as he used to 
y, he turned a living author instead 
'a dead one, having his name inscribed 
large capitals on the front of every 
le-page ; and a fine piece of work he 
itle of it : he wrote for booksellers, 
lo, to be sure, were obliging enough 
print his works, but too polite to pay 
r tliem. Fame was his reward ; and 
itonio found, to his sorrow, that an 
ipty potket was the consequence of 
To repair that he was then advised 
Irbel the great folks -?- foolish fellow 1 

1 to know that that was like a mole- 

« 

1 in contest with a mountain, which is 
re to fall to the ground. He got, bow- 
er, a maintenance by it, fdr they in- 
mtly put him in prisjon, from which 
ey^will take good care he aever gets 
it, I dare say/* 

Thus ended Lauretta's account of her 

unfortunate 
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unfortunate, brother, who, had he pos^ 
sessed less of talent^ and a greater share 
of prudence^ might have been an ho- 
nour to himself, and have rendered ef- 
ficient services to the declining years of 
his aged parents; instead of whichj • 
through a- false idea of ambition, and want 
of foresight, he had, perhaps,' to end his 
days within the gloomy walls of a prison. 
To a questijon of Lauretta to her mis- 
tress, whether she did not think it a verj 
sorrowful story ? Eleanor returned for 
answer — " Sorrowful indeed ! for Hea- 
ven knows I yet dearly love him V* Lau- 
retta, not understaiiding exactly what she 
meant by such an apostrophe, repeated 
her question. To this, however, her 
mistress was silent ; and on Lauretta's go- 
ing nearer to. the couch of Eleanor, she 
found, her in a sound sleep, which ac- 
counted for the incoherent manner she 
had replied to her respecting the fate 
of Antonio. Lauretta, therefore, hav- 

. ing 



.'^- .« 



to 

ihg no longer an attentive hearer to 
her loquacity^ she carefully closed the 
curtainsj and then soQly left the apart- - 
ment. 



\ 
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CHAP. viir. 

Tlie busy hnsbandman has tam'd the soil 
With }us bent plouglishare : hence his annual toil ; 
His country, cliildren, profit by his pains ; 
Hence he his licrds and useful steers maintains. 
No pause lie knows ; or teems the bounteous year 
With fruits, or cattle, or the bearded ear ; 
The plenteous produce loads the furrow'd land ; 
The granaries burst ; cold winter is at hand ; 
The pounding press now Sicyon's berries feel ; 
Olad to their sties the swine, full-acoru^d, reel. 
The woods give arbutes ; autumn-firuito abound, 
And.mild grapes ripen on high sunny ground. 
Their father's neck tlie fondling train embrace-; 
And Virtue's self protects the blameless race. 

ViBGlL. 

4 

Thb following morning was the anniver- 
sary of the birth of Albert de Montau- 

ban. 



ban. Thecoume» Ansefmohayifigj on flie 
preceding day^ signified her intention of' 
giving a little fite to the villagers contigu- 
sus* to the domains of Valleroy, at the ap- 
proach of dawn, therefore, a cheerful and 
Rven joyous scene presented itself. It was 
ihe close of the vintage, and on that day 
the hardy peasantry had finished th^ir an- 
nual labour. They assembled early, and 
with their pipe and tabor hailed their yet 
drowsy inhabitants of the castle with their 
lively strains, and as a particular mark 
of respectp likewise^ for the gallant sol- 
dier. A resplendent and all-cheering 
nin now broke through the long case- 
ments of painted glass, which illuminated 
the chamber of Albert ; he awoke from 
his disturbed sleep> unrefresheid by if, 
and unhappy. Respect for his mother, 
however unwillingly, had detained him for 
this day at the castle. He arose, and hav- 
ing dressed himself with more than ordi- 
nary care in the habiliments of his profes- 
sion, he determined, as he should so 
VOL. II. IT - soon 



soonlieave VaUeroy^ once more 1 
"Visit the mysterious temple* As he 
ceeded towards it^ and on passing \ 
the windows of the apartment of 
norj he involuntarily stopped ; a lo^ 
mournful tone of voice was disti 
heard to come from thence^ accomp 
by a lute ; he listened^ and pres 
heard that Eleanor was the syren ; 
Ihat she was repeating the words 
stanza l>f which he was the ai 
Some degree of satisfaction was coi 
picated to the mind of Albert b 
seeming preference given to his co 
sition^ which, however trifling it j 
be, and uninteresting, perhaps, to a 
partial judge, was yet held in higl 
mation, and before all others prel 
in the opinion of our lovely orpbai 
though harsh and ungracious had 
Albert*s treatment towards Eleanoi 
she couldj^ot for one instant chas 
from her remembrance — it whis 
ta her she was once blest with his n 
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^^ ^goiJizing thought that she now was 
I ^*^d from him for ever struck her so 
^^^ibly, that tears continually intefnfup.ted 
"^^ from proceeding with the mehn* 
c^oly strain. Montauban heard /her 
"^epKlrawn sighs — her stifled sobs;;but< 
J^lousycraged in his breast wjth such ob- 
^racy, that it completely stifled every 
Sentiment of pity for the unhappy ob- 
ject. - ♦ 
Proceeding on his way to the temple, 
he once looked back at the castle, and to 
the apartment of Eleanor; but on per* 
ceiving her standing near the window, he 
fled with as much precipitation as if he 
had seen a basilisk. 

^' Tormenting love ! thou bane of every joy. 
Whose pains or sweets alike our peace destroy ; 
Still equal woes from thee mankind endure. 
Fatal thy wound, and fatal is thy cure.*' 

On arriving at the temple, Montaubkn 
olSserved with surprise that the part of 
the wall which bad given way, on his in- 

u 2 specting 
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^ipecting the edifice^ n^s now tebuilding ; 
:aiHl perceiving the work^men busily em^* 
ployed in the undertaking, he inquired 
by whose orders it was ? They replied 
*^The confessor Lodovico;'* which fully 
confirmed the suspicions' he before en- 
tertained« Defeated in his purpos^ 
therefore, Albert returned to the castle; 
and on entering the saloon., he received a 
congratuatlory compliment (having now 
entered his twenty-first year,) from his 
mother and Eleanor, who were already 
seated at the breakfast^table. The cbarois 
of the latter never appeared to more ad- 
vantage ; her garb w^s simple, but be- 
coming ; the small wreaths of flowers 
^hich decorated her head, and were taste- 
fully arranged around the dress, were . 
perfectly Arcadian, ^nd suited to the oc- 
casion ; the air of softened melancholy 
which wasdiflfused over her countenance 
gave an additional and finishing grace 
to the whole foroi ; and had next the 
mind of MQatauban been so unfor- 

tifnately 
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tanately prejudiced agai^ist her, sucH n 
combination of loveliness must haVe 
i;reatly operated in her favour. Dur- 
Jng the repast, neither Albert or Elea* 
nor exchanged a single sentence.^^ 
The pride of both these young people 
were deeply wounded. With that im* 
pressfon on their minds, therefore, which 
were too keenly sensible for their peace, 
in such a world as this, where the princi- 
ple of '* to bear and fprbear " is so 
^ strongly reqtiidte to attain even a mode- 
rate riiare of happiness, no reconciliation 
was lij^ely to be effected, under the pre* 
cent delusion which mutually actuated 
their conduct. ^ 

. The countess, perceiving their mutual 
embarrassment, proposed a v^alk ; and as 
Montauban acquiesced in it, she desired 
Eleanor to put on her veil and to accom- 
pany them. However desirous the love- 
ly girl might be of retiring from the 
society of the youth, whose behaviour 

R 3 towards 
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towards her had been so ungentlej in*- 
deed we may say severe, still it could 
not prevent that uniform propriety of 
behaviour which was inherent in her-*- 
fihe accepted the offer. 

On the lawn were now assembled vari* 
ous groups of the pea8antry> to partake 
of the bounty so generously awarded 
them by the fctir hostess of the CAStle 
of Valleroy. Round the tablef»i which 
were sheltered from the meridiftn bent 
by M overhanging grova of eitroni ond . 
were plentifully supplied with viandi and 
the most delicious fruits^ lat many a joy- 
ous face, in radiant colours of fancy re- 
counting their exp]oits«-tbelr deeds of 
arms— or the tnore beneficial eflTects of 
industry : whilst among the younger part 
of the community, their favourite village 
maid/ the beauteous Florisee, queen of 
their little festival, and whose services 
we have before had occasion to mention 
in this history, was busily employed in 
distributing chaplets of flowers among 

the 



the young men and vtizidents who were 
to join with her in the festive dance; The 
minstrels^ with lively strains^ now strutk 
up, to arrange in order these votaries of 
Terpsichore. The air was in an instant 
filled with harmony ; and mirth, with in- , 
nocence, revelled in the domains of Val- 
leroy. 

The countess Ansd mo, Albert, and 
Eleanor, en approaching the sylvan scene 
of their gaiety, were severally compli- 
mented on the happy occasion. They 
were then led to a rustic alcove at the 
extremity of the lawn, entwined with 
eglantine and myrtle, and canopied with 
ripened clusters of grapes, and the ten^ 
d^r ringlets of the vine ; whilst choicest 
flowers and shrubs wafted ambrosial fra* 
grance to all around. On their being^ 
seated, Florisee, attended by a young 
shephefdj approached the countess, and 
kneeling, presented to her a Wreath of 
laurel, with the following lines in ho- 
nour of Albert de Montauban :-~ 

lU "These 



/ 
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. ^* Thew ailtiq^e .tow'rt^^ in massy SCaee, ' 
la our youQg cbampion's mind ^laU laiM 
Vast images of ItaHa's elder days^ 
Albert, the bold pattern of his patriot sire^ 
Shall fill with early fame's inyncHrtal fire. 
—Yet, oh warrior youth! 
M^y no dazzling ray 

Of specious fame thy stedfast feet betray f 
Be thine domestic glory^s radiant calm ! 
Be thine the sceptre wreathed with many n palm t 
Be thine Uie throne with peaceful emblems hung I 
The silver lyre to milder conquest vtrung/' . 

This little tribute of respect was grate* 
fully received by the counteas, who^ on 
having read it,, with a significant smile 
presented it to her son. Montauban in- 
stantly recognized^ that« although much 
disguised, the handwriting was Eleanor's ; 
yet t>er conduct had been so mysterious 

of late, and her behavioiir so distant to- 

• 

wards him, that this circumstance created 
not the least pleasure. For the first time, 
however, since their unfortunate rcn- 

♦Valleroy. 

\ counter 
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counter at the temple, he now addressed 
her by saying — *'You, madam, will feel 
no satisfaction in perusing this compli- 
mentary efTusion, when the object is 
not deserving of it ; and I have no doubt 
you will think with me, that if should ht 
consigned for ever to oblivion." Eleanor 
was provokingly silent; Albert there* 
for^ tore it in pieces^, and then turtiing to 
the astonished and disappointed Florisee^ 
«aid haughtily — '^ You must be more cir- 
cumspect for the future, and not praise 
any one except your lover — it will make 
him jealous/*— '' Ah, my lord, but indeed 
you are inistaken," replied the artlesa 
girl ; ** fqr true love is* never jealous— 
at least so my lady Eleanor told me, 
aiid I would take her opinion before dll 
the world." After which she immedi- 
ately^tripped away to joiA the dancers. 
However this conversation might have 
been amusing to Montauban, it was ex- 
i!eedingly distressing to Eleanor, who, 
although her face was covered with a 

H 5 veil. 
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veil, the traces of tears were visibly to be 
seen ; and on the countess's perceiving 
how really unpleasant to Eleanor was the 
irony of her lover, she said to him— 
*' Come, my son, this is but sorry pas- 
time for my young charge ; I requesti 
therefore, you will lead her out to dance : 
such condescension of you both will 
gratify our numerous visitants, and like- 
wise help to enliven the drooping spirits 
of my lovely girl/* Albert bowed ac- 
quiescence to this proposal, and then 
muttered a ^ few high-flown compliments 
to Eleanor, of the honour she would af- 
ford him by her assent to his mother's 
proposition. In the true spirit of co- 
quetry, Eleanor now had a favourable op- 
portunity of returning his own thoughts 
on that subject — *' Flattery, my lord, is 
displeasing at all times^ more particularly 
so when it proceeds from those whose un- 
favourable opinion is but too well known 
to the object of it. . The honour you pro- 
pose to me I must beg leave to decline, 

it 
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it not being an amusement I am partial 
to ; and should I alter my present deter 
xnination^ I am already engaged." 

The countess could not but express her 
surprise at the spirit with which Eleanor 
had answered her son^ and yet more at 
the mysterious conclusion. She felt 
much displeasure on account of it; and 
to conceal it, rose from her seat, and 
walked towards the dancers. Montauban 
supposed this a convincing proof, if any 
inore was needed to what he thought he 
had before discovered, of Eleanor's incon- 
stancy. His pride was invincible; yet 
the painful idea that this was the last time 
he should ever hear the sound of that 
otice-beloved voice— of beholdin^: that 
engaging and sylph-like form, which had. 
at first rivetted his attention, and since^ 
from the angelic gracefulness of 'her 
manners, and superior style of beauty, had 
challenged his admiration and ardent 
affection, his feelings became too' 
powerful for utterance — he \vould haye 

H 6 spokenj 
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• 

spoken^ but could not. With unutter- 
able anguishj therefore^ he fixed bis eyes 
stedfastly on h^ face, which seemed to 
say--^Read in them, Eleanor, the agony I 
suffer at thus bidding you farewell for 
ever. All the pride-*-the resentment she 
ha4 felt at thlEi unkind behaviour, vanisb« 
ed in an instant on beholding him thus 
affected. With a more composed coua« 
tenance, therefore, which softened by 
degrees 'into a bewitching tenderne^ 
Eleanor expressed her regret at having 
thoughtlessly offended him ; and was ap» 
parently inclined to ifetract her former 
determination, had not the sudden ap* 
pearance of Ernestine Roiolphiis com- 
pletely annihilated that idea: Deeply did 
she now regret that her innocent rail* 
lery should have terminated so seriously. 
Surprise at this unexpected visit of Ro« 
dolpbus, and disappointment on being 
prevented effecting a reconciliation with 
her lover, so extremely agitated Eleanor, 
that all power of speech was denied her; 

whilst 
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whilst Montauban^ in a distraction of 
mind not easily to be imagined^ at this 
supposed detection of his rit^l, struck 
bis hand against his forehead, and ex- 
claimed-*-'' Fool that I am, to have been 
so long the sport of such an ingrate !" 

With difikulty it was that the trembling 
Eleanor, who, dreading his impetuosity 
.of temper, had remained silent during 
these violent expressions of his anger^ 
could regain her seat. Rodolphus ap« 
proached the terrified girl, and in the 
soft voice of pity endeavoured to calm 
her.fears^ by saying that the object of her 
alarm had departed, and that she was 
now in safety* 

•*• Gone ! Montanban gone?" she re- 
plied^ with the utmost emotion ;' and 
then, on hearing these words in answer 
-^*' Yes, and where, if he gives you so 
much uneasiness, 1 sincerely hope he will 
irot be easily found again/' all her reso- 
lution entirely forsook her — the full 
heart gave. vent to her feelings — she 
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wept bitterly; and unheedful of her 
companion, with anguish lamented the 
cause of it. Rodolphus, therefore, pa- ' 
tiently waited till he observed Eleanor 
more composed, before he would state 
the object of his mission ; he then said, 
with much gravity — ''Will you permit 
me, madam, to explain the reason of my 
present, I fear you think unfortqnate 
visit to Valleroy ?" A slight assent being 
given to that question, he continued— 
*' I am commissioned by my mother, she 
having the full consent of count Ansel- 
mo, to request the honour of your com- 
pany for a few weeks at the castle of 
Oldenzo. My father is on his way to 
join the count at Turin ; and as the letter 
I have just now delivered to the countess 
expresses, I believe, a wish from her hus- 
band for her likewise* to join him iii Pied- 
mont, I trust my embassy to signora Elea- 
nor will be successful." 

This was a new stroke of affliction. 
Every circumstance of late appeared to 

increase 
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increase the misunderstanding which ex- 
isted between the lovers. In a very col- 
lected manner^ added to much dignity^ 
Eleanor returned her acknowledgments 
to Ernestine for the invitation from ma- 
dame Rodolphus ; at the same time, how- 
ever, she saidj «vith tearful eyes — '^ AI- 
though^ during the absence of my bene- 
factors, I jshouid prefer retiring to the 
sanctuary of Santa Maria, yet if ft is con- 
trary to their wishes, and I can be of the 
least service in softening the regret ma- 
dame Rodolphus may feel from the loss 
of the society df her husband, I shall with 
pleasure accede to the intended honour." 
Ernestine, delighted at her conceding 
to his entreaty, with rapturous gaiety pro- 
posed immediately obtaining the consent 
of the countess Anselmo> who, he said» 
had, on the receipt of the letter, returned 
to the castle — '' Shall I, therefore/* he 
continued, " have the felicity, signora, 
of conducting you to her to complete 
my happiness?" This proposition, how- 
ever. 
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ever, of the young Rodolphtis, Eleanor 
declined accepting ; it woulcl appear^ she 
thought, as an aggravated insult and 
cruelty to poor Montauban, whom, not- 
withstanding all his frailties, she yet so 
tenderly loved and respected. Ernes^ 
tine, therefore, was oUiged to depart 
alone. Eleanor then bent her w^yto 
the dancers to summon Florisee to at- 
tend her to the castle, th^t she might pri- 
vately* relate this new and unfortunate 
occurrence, \vhich was to tear her away 
from the beloved scenes of her youthful 
days— from all those friends she so fond- 
ly revered — the sisterhood of Santa Ma- 
ria ; and, as she melancholy concluded— 
^' To be cast, Florisee, among strangerSi 
to whose. manncfrs and customs I am to- 
tally ignorant — whose society cannot, 
for one moment, impart a ray of conso^ 
lation for the loss of thosfc I leave be- 
hind. Unfortunate Eleanor !" she con* 
tinned to exclaim^ *'what will become 
of thee P' 

Florisee, 
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Florisee^ much affected at the thoughts 
of losing her young mistress^ (as she used 
to call ber^) in a most ^urgent manner 
entreated to be an attendant on her dear 
stgnora to the castle of Oldenzo. '' I 
fear," replied Eleanor, ** that will not 
be practicable, vrithout I could be able 
to obtain the permission of madame Ro- 
4alphus ; and that 1 almost despair of, 
iopom the knowledge of her general cha* 
meter, which is reported to be imperious 
lad haughty in the extreme; partico*- 
jarly as she knows that I am but a sorry 
dependant myself on the bounty of my 
lord Ansel mo/' 

-By this tim« they had arrived at the 
portico at 'the western entrance of the 
castle. Eleanor then promised the young 
shepherdess that she might depend on her 
friendship, and that if she could not have 
her to accompany her to ^Oldenzo, she 
should write, by evcjry opportunity, to 
her dear sister Cecilia, (one of the nuns 
belonging to the convent of Santa Maria,) 

and 
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and by that means Florisee would Coti' 
stantly hear of her welfare. 

Thcpoor girl sighed deeply, and sorrow- 
fully exclaimed, '' Ah, my dear lady ! who 
would have thought so pleasant a morn* 
ing should have turned out so gloomy a 
day !** Eleanor, not instantly understand- 
ing her allusion, she went on to cx- 
/platn — *' I mean, signora, that we were 
all so happy a few hounsince ; and noVi 
through that disagreeable signior, Ernes- 
tine Rodolphus, coming here, we are iU 
80 very miserable; for there's you, my 
lady, I, the countess, and our dear signiiMr 
Albert de Montauban, all of us in the 
same unhappy condition ; for I saw him 
running almost out of his wits towsrdi 
the castle ; and one of the villagers says 
that be saw our young lord mount hit 
horse, and that, followed by Lupino, they 
rode away like lightning, and were out 
of sight in a fl^sb." 

Roberto, the old steward, now came to 
8ummon^£leanor to the countess Ansel-* 

moi 
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tno^ whoj he sgid^ had expressed a wish 
to see her in the saloon. £leanor could 
not, therefore, now^ make any inquiry of 
Florisee respecting the road Montaubaa 
bad takej()> nor devise any means to stop 
the progress of her lover, to effect a re- 
conciliation before she departed from 
Valleroy. She instantly obeyed the corn* 
mcuid« of the eountesiii and Florisee sor* 
^ro¥tfuUy retired to impart the melan- 
jBholy inielligenee the had received to 
her Gompaniona, 

, It waa with difficulty that Eleanor could 
gain lufficient courage to appear before 
the counten af(er the late unhappy dif^ 
fefencoi between her and Montauban; 
ahf expected a very serioui remonstrance 
from hU mother^ on account of it. As 
.^e drew near the saloon, . thia agitation 
increased^ on hearing expressions of ap' 
parent distress from the countess, and the 
voice of Ernestine Rodolphus seemingly 
. endeavouring to calm the grief of the 
amiable Almeria. 

^ ''Ah 



*^ Ah me ! '^ ejaculated KleanoTj, ^ 
J, dear lady, that am the cause of 
unhappiness. Surely i am doomed 
the sport of fortune, and to mai 
arotysKl me as miserable as myseif I" 
would she ivow have retreated, and i 
litude mourned her helpless fate ; yt 
again bringing ' to mind that it wa 
express command of the countess A 
moMo see her immediately, poor 
nx)t, havinfif now gained the door d( 
saloon, knocked softly to obtain a 
tance. She waited for some mk 
and no answer being returned, ak 
peated it. No permission having, 
ever, been given for her to ente 
apartment, Eleanor sat down in the 
bule, supposing the countess was 
4nuch engaged at present to admi 
Her fears became more and more a 
ing, on hearing shortly that the coni 
JLodovico was likewise in the saloon 
although she could not distinguish th 
jcct of discourse, it appeared^ by the 
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10 which he spoke, that he materially dif- 
fered in opinion with Rodolphus. 
. Eleanor's anxiety became excessiye, 
lightly judging that some greater cala- 
miiy must have happened to the countess 
tbiun the anrupt departure of Montauban, 
who would h^ve been obliged, if not 
then, to have left , Valleroy on the suc- 
ceeding day. 

A dead silence now reigned, and short- 
\j afterwards Lauretta came out of the 
saloon in great haste, and was proceed- 
ing across the hall to the steward's room. 
Eleanor followed, and requested her to 
atop, as die wished to speak with her. 
Latiretta looking back, and observing 
Eleanor, exclaimed — " Oh, my poor 
BMstress !'* and without reply, cofitinued 
her way to the chamber of old Roberto. 
Eleanor, however, determined no longer 
to endure this painful suspense; the 
door of the saloon was now open, and 
without any more hesitation she entered 

it. 

The 
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The scene that was presented to het 
sight required much greater resolution 
than usually belongs to a female heart, to 
support with firmness the shock her feel- 
ings sustained. On a couch, at the far- 
ther end of the saloon, was laid the ap- 
parent lifeless form of Almeria. Four 
men habited in. black, with drawn sabres, 
and of the most terrific appearance, stood 
near the couch, maliciously smiling at the 
*tender ofl&ces of the young Rodolphu% 
who was endeavouring to apply a resto- 
rative cordial to the lips of the countess, 
but of which she could not partake. Close 
to the unfortunate sufferer was seated the 
monk Lodovico, his face hid in his cowl,' 
trembling with affright, and seemingly 
convulsed with grief. Eleanor wisely re- 
flecting on the increased misery, if pos- 
sible, that might be occasioned by any 
sudden emotion of alarm at such a spec- 
tacle, she forbore to utter a single sen- 
tence; but with hands clenched, and eyes 
uplifted to heaven, she appeared to the 

surrounding 
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iiiTOunding attendants as a statue struck 
dth horror. Rodolphus now rose from 
is humble posture^ to bring the afflicted 
aaid, to the countess Anselmo, whose 
piritj. he thought^ had already fled to the 
Kiansions of the blessed^ and to take with 
lim a last look of her saint-like form. A 
>erfect serenity was spread over every 
mature — a sweet smile yet played on her 
lips — the faint blosh of innocence 
tn^ntled on her cheeky and told> wittr 
never-failing truths that all was harmony 
within. 

Eleanor was passively led by Rodol- 
phus to the couch^ on which was laid the 
lovely Almeria; but no longer able ta 
support her attempt at fortitude, from 
the shock her feelings had before sus- 
tained^ she fainted in the arms of her 
supporter. 

A length of time elapsed ere Eleanor 
thoroughly recovered her senses ; and 
when she did, it was to be apprized that 
«he was no longer an inhabitant of Val^ 

Icroy, 
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leroy^ out instead of it, to find herself 
hnmured in the castle of Oldensa. 
From such a melancholy transition, aad* 
the circumstances that led to it, it ma 
tvith difficulty that she could believe it 
to be reality, or if so, not executed by 
mortal hand. 

The dawn of day just appearing, in an 
agitation scarcely to be conceived, Elea- 
nor arose from her bedy and minutflj 
examined the long suite of apartments 
which led, from her chamber, without as 
yet being convinced that she was an ifl- 
mate of Oldenzo. A gloomy and death* 
like silence pervaded this part of the an- 
tique mansion. Impanelled oak> and gi- 
gantic statues of ebony, were placed in 
niches along the rooms. The fumiture« 
though faded, bore evident mark; of 
former grandeur, the chairs, the sofas» 
^nd the tables, being covered with bkck 
velvet, embossed with gold. Gfiran- 
doles, of the most magnificent structui;e, 
were suspended from the vaulted roofs ; 

the 
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the \vind6ws of pain ted glass reflecting oh 
tfi6ni'tKe various colours of the prism, 
ahd* formed a resplendent lustre. The 
shriek-owl, however, seemed now to be 
its' only inhabitant; it was nested in some 
of the drapery of the curtains, and by its 
terrific cries greatly alarmed the timid 
Efeanor, until she observed the nightly, 
visitor fTy from its hiding-place, and 
through one of the windows, which was 
broken, make its way to a large cypress* 
tree, whose branches nearly overhung 
this part of the fabric. Through its in* 
tehhediate spaciss were to be seen the 
lofty. Apennines, and a dfstant view of 
the Mediferranean, with a passing sail 
now and then brightening in the hori* 
z6n, scudding over the world of waters to 
their destined ports, and perhaps joyful 
homes. '' Alas!"' ejaculated the un« 
hap'py orphan, on reflecting of the sad 
vicissitudes of ner own life, *' I scarcely 
know the name of so blessed a resort as 
hdme ; no pareilt, ho kindred of mine, 
VOL. 11. .1 ^ will 
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'willicver cheer me with their presence ; 
nor will the smile of welcome^ or voice 
dFreal afTection, ever reach my ear^ to 
<:alm the sorrows of my heart." 

The uncertainty as to the fate, of the 
unfortunate countess Ansielmo now 
rushed again on her memory, and be- 
dewed her face with tears. To have lost 
the counsel of so affectionate an adviser 
as the mother of Montauban, for whonii 
notwithstanding his unkind behaviour 
towards her, she still felt the tenderest 
regard, was therefore a subject of real 
sorrow; and the not being able to obtain 
the least intelligence respecting them, or 
in what manner she had been placed in 
this strange abode, increased her afflic- 
tion ; for as yet, to her idea, she had 
seen no one since the dreadful scene pre- 
sented to her sight at Valleroy, A com- 
bination of distresses appeared now to 
surround Eleanor; the mysterious flight 
of the only beneiactor she had ever 
known— -count Anselmo; the supposed 

death 



dfealh of Almeria ; and the loss of that 
afTection Monftaabati had formerly pro- 
fessed for her, which, to her fond imagi- 
nation, comprised almost every earthly 
• Messing — these all crowded in her 
mind, so that life seemed ncfvr to be of 
such a heavy weight of misery, she prayed ' 
to be released from so frail a tenement, 
atid to seek with ardour her native skies. 

m 

In this strain of melancholy ideas, 
whilst pacing with hurried and unequal 
*steps these gothic chambers, apparently ' 
allotted for her convenience, several 
hours passed, and with them a terming* * 
tion of her solitude. A female attendant ' 
of madame Rodolphus now entered the' 
outer room, and not observing her fair ■ 
charge, exclaimed — '' Holy Virgin ! WHift 
is becpme of our lady ?" — '* Here,'* ^h» 
swered Eleanor, as she hastened towards 
her, pleased with the idea of meeting a 
humaa creature, from wholn sh^ could 
obtain some information of the place ih 
wiiich she was immured ; and continued • 

1 2 — '^ Finding 



fQff.sorae hoi^rSi; willyAV b^, soobU^r 
ii^^as;,to infbsp; me- under .wl>o^/raQf- 1 . 
h^ff thfhp9aur4>f being aQ inmate?^*— ^. 
'* X>€^jt de^? rp^\eA . th*: s^^unt, " dp > 
y pu ^flt kn owr nvy i ^^4y ? Why t Ws is 
the^c^lftl^MOIdeivzp^ be^ongingto signior . 
Rpdpljjbg/s; aiiiid IiWas now^coaie tosq^ 
iFyoii w^^we|l^Q,9ugh tadffisceiid.tothe 
sa^QP, wherietn^.m'^tres^. is : waking J(>;/ 
repcive j'ovi.*' 

£la^i]Lpr ibeA {iojqpjiied,' by .whom.\sb^: 
had hpen fraught there ? a|id. jthe ans^D^r 
she pbtajned waSy in a c^rriage^ on: th^: 
pr^qed^Qg . evenin^^ wilh; the couotw's^ 

atteadantj Laiirettai who had^, ho.wevei^ 

< 

]q[U]3ediat^Iy r-cturned ia Valleroy, vthichf 
she said,, waf{ a .scene of the mostunex-* 
^9)pll^ teon^usti^i and mis/ury; 

" A> >m§ 1 " replied. Eleanor^ " I now 

\fg]l,xe^Qll€Qt '«acb!' circMiTOtance, and 

dread tof))Q/^ppri^ed o£ : what my heart 

f^/^fly tellftime,is<trttetfpcthat i have no 

. . longer 



longer a friend on earth !'* — *' I am smcr 
my lady, if what I hear is fact," ejaculated 
the woman, ''such friends as the count and 
countess Ansehno are no great toss to 
you. It's a pity, however, she had not 
confessed her crime, and received abso« 
lution, before the vengfeaiice of justice 
overtook her iniquities !" 

*' What do ydu mean by these allu- 
sions ?" ^exclaimed Eleanor; '' ipeak in- 
telligibly^ that I may comprehend you." 
The commanding manner in which this 
vras uttered somewhat intimidated its 
auditor^ who therefore, declined any 
further conference, by saying that her 
mistress would be displeased if she stakk 
any longer. ,. She then made a loweurtvr 
S£gr to tiie 'fiistonished ^and almost heact*'. 
broken Eleanor, and departed. 



V 
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CHAP. IX. 

What equal toxment to the gnefe of mindy. 

And pining anguish hi|i in gentle hearty 
That inly feedt itself with thoughts tinkinddi 

And. nourisheth her own consuming mart f 
What medicine can any leache^s art 

Yield such a soroi that dothher gnovance hidit 
And will to notw her maladie impart ^ Spbkcik* 

TMA^iNjtTioK^ cruet harbinger of gricfi 
that conjures up to the mind the most 
frightful images of horror, to counterba* 
knee the momentary effusion of joy, in 
the breasts it unhappily deigns to reside 
in, now acted with its malign influence 
on the too-keen ^sensibility of the ami- 
able Eleanor. Rumours of an unplea* 
^nt nature, respecting the mysterious. 

deaiH 
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deatii of the late general de Montauban; 
in which, but too troc, thenameS of the 
count and countess Ansel'mo were impli- 
cated, had often attracted her attention; 
Confident as she was of their innocence, 
and that this injurious report proceeded 
from some dire foe, whor was jealous oi 
their felicity, it had, however, always met 
with the contempt it merited ; yet now, 
under the present cfrcumstances, the ter- 
rific appearance of those men she hadT 
seeir at Valleroyi the distress pictured 
on* the countenances of the young Roi- 
dolphus, of Lauretta;, and the concealecf 
grief of the confessor Lodovico, spoke' 
forcibly the truth that the strangers were^ 
ministers of justice; and therefore theldea' 
rushed instantly to her mind, that the fataP 
blow had been struck, the axe of the exe-- 
cutioner already levelled at the defence* 
lesshead of her benefactor, count Anselmo. 
No ray of hope illuminated the coufise of 
these terrific visions, which alternately 
succeeded each other in her bewildered^ 

x4 brain _ 
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" 

hnixL .^e dpep^y ffl^uxnpd .theslo^S; erf 

vfas 4t ic(^nb^n^d with ^ .;Cxprie«iipn;.A>f 
c;aYy. " ]^Qmentary/' sigH^d e^Bl^u^ofj 
*' ^as her paijns, to gaip . ibofje rbl^fjRCji 
iQansiopsof tlt^e j^ust-r^^ternal ^ill j;^ bet 
^liQity^ :Spt;l ^p4ifiiog .thought V'^ 
cpntmued, ''.^vhjiph <:an alonesupp^rt tl)p 
h^man fname to endure i/vith r^igna^pa 
the various and slaqi^ntable imi)i4»riea :0f 
^hia sublunary ati^te.'' 

A mipd 80 tempered with religlRoili 
fervent spark of etl^realeipeiice, c^A^ot, 
)}Q\yeyeri be Ipoj^junder tl^e ;domimon qf 
any.ejartljly j^qn. JE;icai^or'«keduc?tian, 
frpij^,hj^rf^T^?st Tprnjeipljraiycdiajd £|een 
ipbib^d in fl^te confines of a .mopas^ery 
-7Tt|ifit.pf4Sapta Mjaria was cppsidered the 
n\o$t strict in discipline of all reji^jpi)s 
oyflep .^stablishpd in Jtaly, sjnce ,t|ie 
apj;^f>ijxfi9qat,pf the cpnCeaspr LpdpvkH>, 
\j^P^W3?^ 4ji^n possessed of grq^-t J^am- 
ip|;, applying it ^ways to the fnpst.be- 
purpp$e^^ for the welfare of 

those 




thdie rnidiir Im jurrisli^lSttta : 4!ii pmei- 
ifton bf ionnmse v^esilfti^ Ms clmrit&bte 
donations wore Auodbifrless ; land ft may 
foe tPobf snidl of him, in the div4ne Ian** 
gtiafeiof IScfipturt^, '' He ctiiisedthe vA- 
ttow and lh^ -orphan-s i^eart fo ^itig witli 
joy/' Td irtiis ^erin t-iiike ^&n> thereFone^ 
did Eleanor tlcftetmine to have rec6uirse. 
S^ had felt tc^eict md dtity for count 
Anselmo, but tiie ($onfbssot Lodovico fXit 
had ever truly loved md Venerated as h 

Several d&ys mow ela^p»efd, and no se- 
cond ynvitation fnxn madame Rodolphnk 
atiriving, it occasioned some sur^ri^^ 
aTid liket^ise disa^^point^ent to £Ie^nor; 
yet in "httr pfeseftt state of mind, it Was 
certainly of benefit, as i% allowed her t6 
indulge ihe first emotions' of her gri^ 
and by that means restore her mind td 
iome degreie of irahquittity. She*then be» 
gan to reBect on the most efficient m^cMod 
of addressing Lodovico, to req litest hfeif 

fetom to the convent of Santa Maria^ 

I 5 where 
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.where n^^i bereft as she vras of eveiy 
worldly friend^ . all her wishes centered* 
Perhaps^ too^ there might arise in her 
breast a. latent hope that such a pifoceedr 
Jtng would cause some satisfaction to 
Montauban^ and quiet hi^ suspicions re* 
specting Ernestine Rodolphus. From 
the maternal loss she supposed the for* 
mer to have sustain ed, it was> much her 
wish, to have written to AIbert> tacondole 
with him on the melancholy, event; but 
she knew not where to direct her letter; 
.therefore thatidea was instantly abandon- 
ed i^ and in her morii^ collected and seri* 
ous moments, applauded herself that she 
did not endeavour to. acquire the inforr 
mation of ,hi& residence;: for what 
might have been considered as> deference 
and attention^ in the exalted Sphere she 
bad hitherto moved in, as the acknowi> 
ledged: ward of count Anselmo^ might 
now« she reflected^ in adversity, be deem* 
ed an insula 

. Oa. the fpurth, day of her residence at 

Oldenzcv. 



Oldenzo, na longer being able tc^pletd. 
illness s^ a reason for her confinemenf,- 
and supposing the signora would be- 
highly displeased, Eleanor, with trenw 
bling steps, left her apartment, and di-^ 
rected her course to the lower part of 
the castle, to obtain an interview witiv 
hs hostess, and to make an apology fov 
not attending her commands on a pre*, 
i^ious invitation. The long-winding gaF- 
leries through, which she passed were 
magnificently adorned v^ith paintings of 
battle-pieces, and the portraits^ of the 
ancestors of Rodalphus, in splendid gold 
frames of the most curious workmanship^. 
Candelabras, filled with burning incense^ 
"were arranged in various parts to emit' 
fragrance, and to throw an additional' 
light on those beautiful relics of an* 
tiquity. f ^ - ■' 

To the left of the lower, gallery was a^ 
extensive library, and as the door ef it 
-•^as open, curiosity induced hertoenter^ 
At the further end of the apartmen^, she 

I 6 observed 



fAflsme9 ^'iBBij, Terf el^pas^ aHiBi4r; 
seteti^d at a* tables periising aome ps^sii 
a^ MTitb so much altetUion* that th^ afi^ 
piAif^iice of Eleanor did not diatarb )ttv 
etA^UfymtM. Politenei^^ however, abe- 
thoi]gbf> required of her to make ba 
^ipt>\ogy' i6 the stnmger for the inlrasiatt; 
^ tff the; ifct of doing so, Eleanor di^** 
cdlf^rlkl she was addressing madame Ror 
dolphifsif, ivho instantly arose from bee 
Aftfti and whh much condescension wel- 
edrn^d her unexpected visitant. The 
af>pr€^ben§iotl9 of this interview, to much 
dteaded by Eleanor, having subsided, aod 
it% sd favourable a manner, her spirits be* . 
eafhd tk\ther, and with tolerable steadi- 
ness sht answered to her various inqui* . 
ties respecting the sisterhood of Santa 
Maria^ many of whom she was personally 
acquainted with; but the one madame 
Hbdblphus more particularly alluded to, 
and of whom she yvishedfor informatiofij 
was Cecilia, who, from her great pro* 
Sciency in mUsic, which she had acquired 

at 



at die convfinti had okuined far her, 
9iftoBgst her intimates, the naaie of St. 
Cecilia, •the lady to whom £leaiK)r was so 
exlremeljr partial, that she had ever as- 
sj^Red lo her the tender appellation of 
sifter;* and notwithstaikliii^ ahe was 
mimy yeais the senior of Eleanor, there 
reigaed sttcfi oongeniality of sentiment 
b^tfi^en themu such similarity of dispo* 
sitiofl in li^ir pursuits, that seldom wer€| 
thfey asunder. At a very early period of 
lier age^ ere seventeen summers had roll^ 
ed^ their course, Cecilia had been com- 
piled tjo take ti^0 veil, from the expreca 
command of her parents^ whose names 
and condition in life had ever been kept 
a secret from all the sisterhood, excepting 
th^ lady abbess and the monk Xocilovicpj 
to whom she had oft, with tearful eyes, 
acquainted Eleanor her history was but 
too well known, and by them much la^^ 
Biented. . The ' deep melancholy with 
which this unfortunate nun was oppress* 
pi wa^ such; tfaajt at times f(Ku:s were ex* 

cited 



eited lest it might lead at last to menta) 
• deraiTgetnent. At those periods^ none 
had the power of soothing or allaying 
her grief but Eleanor^ who/ from possess- 
ing likewise great taste in singings and 
power of execution, zs well- as great 
knowledge in instrumental music, whilst 
leaning on the bosom of her young 
friend, shed tears of joy at the perform- 
ance ;' and by degrees, so far lost the re* 
membt^nce of her own sorrows, as ta 
join in the noble anthems so expressively 
delivered by the pious Eleanor. TheJe 
harmonic sh'ains, being always a signal ef 
the nun's returning composure of min(^ 
and as they were generally performed 
after evening vespers, the confessor Lo- 
dovico was often a delighted auditor. 
Repeatedly had he expressed to Eleanor 
his opinion of Cecilia^ conduct, which^ 
he said, was truly praiseworthyj combine 
ing in it every Christian virtue, and a 
perfect model for the female sex/ So 
great> indeed> was the monk's veneration 

for 
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Ibl^tlris'haplcss min^ that Eleanor had oF* 
"ten observed him to turn pale al the very 
sight of her^ and his whole frame become 
so agitated, as totally .la be unable to 
cbntinuje bis devolional duty. Not' ss 
&It CecHia; a pale serenity, accompanied 
' ^th profound respect, alone marked her 
behaviour towards this holy man. She 
seldom conversed with any one, Eleanor 
:excepted, withont whose society, she 
would fret]uently exclaim, the Kfeof her 
-soul wais annihilated. For this reason it 
-was that madame Rodolphus so particu- 
Jaxly hbwf inquired respecting the heahh 
^f Cecilia. She ho wev^r^ could . relate 
^o satisfactory intelligence of herfriftid, 
3j6t baying been permitted to visit the 
nobnastery bince ber late residence at 
TVallerdy; 

- Oh observing, therefore, that the very 
4iamd:of Cecilia had grieved her young 
^esti she desisted: from: further inquiry, 
and likewise' preserved the samre silence 
m ttg^ita the unfortunate^>e0iint and 
. . . '/rl countess 
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countess Ansehno, only observing tinit 
she expected Ernestine from Vmlleroy the 
sncceeding morning. 

The table was now spread wifh e^Kff 
delicacy the season could aiffovfl, iiy order 
of madame Rodolphus; and to enjoy ex- 
^dusively the company and conversaticMi 
of her guestj the servants were dismiftol 
during the repast. Atnongst the ^rariMi 
topics introduced by tbe polite iiosCeBi^ 
Ekanor learnt with surprise, that k^rw 
her intention to set off, in a few dis^, fv 
i^reszo, for the purpose of conducting 
her daughter on her return to OUenxo^ 
and that she expected the pleasone of be* 
ing accompanied by our heroine. This 
was an honour by no^itteon^ acceptable 
to the lovely girl, who had hoped, by 
that time, to have been again enshrined 
in the sanctuar}* of Santa Maria ; she haw- 
eyer acquiesced with the proposal, de- 
termining patiently to endore.the eril 
iifae could not, with propriety, ai^oid. 

On Mcpuni of JElcanox's ill Mite of 

healthy 



AN$i;tMo. ISA 

h^b^imadatne Rodolphus.penniited.her 
to withdraw to ^her chamber. at an early 
hour 'of the evening ; and to prevent 
trpubUngthedomc^siiqsf^ ^hoall appeared 
to Iter msolent ami assumiij^g^ she wou^l 
i^Qt accfpt their attendapqe. Eleanor 
x^a|f|€(;tfa]ly took leave of noadame Ho* 
4oil||ilhuS| ^ho^ as ^she was retiring^ inti* 
|ft|tMFd<;to her jneiancholy ;giitest, that she 
WOA^td. be under no.necessity.of confining 
iKenetf4i4rjqg:her4my lat Oldeiuo, but 
Vl9Hfft^>8Ke wpuld pass the morninigs 
ifi^W^Unti» Tiding, or. any other. pursuits 
nutstqQsOgejtiial .to her taste ^ad inclina* 
tiofii ff then : wishingTher, g^od-night* 4011- 
4ftne,1Rp|iolphus (^ig^incooiio^nceidth^ 
^iPployip/int §he was bctfo^e engaged iq, 
of perusing the ^manuscript papers^ . appft^ 
isnfly with tfee deepest attentjap. . 

•Jbe pfght iW^ j|?3ftremely bpisfeefOMSi 
and the wind whistled .with dispaj* moan/ 
as^^oanor, Twitbih^r taper^ aAcended with 
timid fo.otsteps 4he winding /staircasesi* 
and fUd^d along tbf$ ip|>MiQustgaUerief« 

to 
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to reach her destination. An indescrih* 
able emotion of sudden fear overwhelm-^ 
ed her as she paused to listen to the in- 
clemency of the storm^ which was more 
violent, and acted with greater fury, than 
any she had ever remembered. The 
heavy peals of thunder, which apparently 
rolled over the edifice, seemed to tbreatenr ' 
every instant its dissolution into a mass 
of ruijns. Eleanor now regretted that she 
had not accepted of the attendance of sr 
servant. Being completely overeome 
with terror, she resolved to return agai» 
to the library^ until the storm was some* 
what abated ; when p^roceeding for that 
purpose, to her great surprise, she found 
she had taken a wrong direction ; and m 
endeavouring to extricate herself from 
this new difficulty, her terrors became so- 
alarming, as totally to forbid her proceed* 
kig; she therefore sat down on 6ne of 
the st^ps to recover her fright, and ob* 
served, opposite her restiivg-plaee, aa 
apartment, whicb^ from its appearance^ 

seemed 



seemtJd' m have been ^ppHJpnkttA for i 
-prison. The door of it was of massy 
iron^ and as it was open^ she- could dis^ 
cem, from a waning moon^ which the 
clouds made appear at intervals/ that the 
windows^ which wercf dduUjr grated^ were 
so high as utterly to exclude the sight 
from any person within. A few oaken 
chaitSj and a table of the same materialsi 
were all the furniture the room appeared 
to contain. 

In every gust of the wmd, Eleanor 
iiinci^d she heard the sound of hutmrn 
aoisery appealing M the untnerciful efo^ 
flients for relief. With brealMess agony 
she bow rosef from her seat^ and endea-^ 
▼oured to descend the staircase; her 
limbSj however, refused their office, and 
totally deprived her of the power of es^ 
cajling £roffi this desolate situation Th^ 
deii^ioti: of her senses beeame so great; 
that she supposed not only* the sounds o1 
a human voice were heard, but that she 
€Quld distinguish the footsteps of a. per* 
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ftonivalkliig iO'the /opposite ? ^pavtmeat* 
Afluddeo emotion -of CO urs^eous peaokh 
tion ioipelled her for the second timelo 
rise^ that she .might be convineed ofili 
wality, 'OS from ' the iaaoeency of h^r 
life*' she Judged that nobeiqg of 'ftlp^r^ 
natural . or human form would Bttempt to 
injure her* Under this impresaiou -^i 
mind, of whiehj howevca^ a nearer «g» 
Quaintance with th^ Mrorld hm ibut (oo 
often proved the fallacy » EleMor^rQii^ 
and taking the taper, ad^anped ^q the 
door of this dreary ^apaFloie&t, .€omd 
deliberation vras lagain .nec)iuired be&ae 
ahe could^dttempt to.^nt^*. , A prt)fouiid 
aiJence rejgned aroimd,; thevwind had 
almost died: away, ras if \worn ^out with 
previous • ^x;ertion/ and had now soiigbt 
repofi^e^ to calm ^nd 'allay >tlie?afl[d eflfecH 
of its ftiry. (Ashamed, hoVrerer^ of this 
indecision and 'weaknesi^ rEleaaetr ^ro^ 
^eded in to -Ihe interior. 

Shesawtfo one. Theroom wasofai 
obligue >directioi|» and 4>f i^cteiniave 

length; 



gfW: as she^eoMhiuedtber'COurse^ her. 
t got entangled in some' chains which' 
*oii'the fldor^ and it was vfith difficulty 
»' coxM k'ttp hersdf from falHing ; 
i-'Gitoumstance corroborated th^- idea 
Rttre ^»tertained» of- its having been- a- 
oe of confitieniehtM In extricating' 
«elf from them/ she perceired an iron * 
i which, from its appearance, seemed ' 
tbfr' fastening of a secret door in 
!• fl6.oring> and by which, she Imagined, 
s^erson she-had «een descended, " Ah 
*V' ' sighed 'Eleanor, as she bent her 
•s-on these dreadfiil shacklds of slavery, 
some poor wretch, perhaps> is- here* 
>an«ng under- the tyranny ' of Italian • 
«; untimely cut offfrom the blessings 
society*— thferewardsJ of fame — or the. - 
M« alluring and peaceful palm of hb- 
JC» industry. Dark'era of despotism !''• 
I eKclaimed-*-i" lim^n table age ! when* 
wrd-^a look, supposed derogWory to 
atlniC' power,' is- deemed-suffleienr to ' 

plunge 



plunge it$ d0vote4 vicMia iti a Wng 
tomb!" 

These i^eflections brought a greater de- 
gree of courage to the trembling heart 
of Eleanor, and strength of mind • suf- 
ficient to put into execution what these 
thoughts suggcpted. .^^ Perhaps/' she con- 
tinued, " to^ me is given the power of 
unveiling the specious garb of hypo- 
crisy- — " The name of Rodolphus once 
escaped her lips, but was as suddenly dis- 
carded, as an idea wrong, and even un- 
pardonable to indulge. The present 
period of the life of Eleanor was, how^ 
ever, teeming with events nu>st distress- 
ful to her repose. Count Anselmo^ her 
revered benefactor, whose life, if yet 
spared from the handsof the executioner, 
was still immured in a dungeon, she re- 
flected, such as this was^ loaded with ig- 
nominy, and the revitings of popular 
vengeance; by whose fiat, not only an 
individual, but thousands, are^often im- 
molated. 
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molated, to appease their ungovernable 

. A^ Eleanor now withdrew from the 
spot which had arrested attention, and 
commanded her commiseration, an emo- 
tioD^ of shuddering horror pervaded her> 
from again fancying that she heard a 
stifled sound of human distress issuing 
from the place beneath. On turning to 
listen if it was repeated, and in looking 
to the further end of this dread abode* 
she observed the pale glimmering of a* 
lamp, and from its light discovered that it 
was placed on a kind of pedestal ; that 
this part of ^he room was partitioned from 
the remainder by long iron bars, appa- 
rently fixed in the vaulted roof. Eleanor 
now exclaimed — " It is no longer a de- 
lusion — it is real woe that appals my 
listening ear ; why, therefore, should! 
be afraid ?" and again, as reproaching 
herself for her timidity, she continued — 
" For shame, Eleanor ! to deny your 
aid to a fellow-creature in distress, 

when 



^hen ■ a- time - mn^ c&mid iISblV ' you wffl' 
stand in need of it yourself.'' With ihh' 
reflection; ever so ' dtep^y engtMep in 
W&r breast by her preeeptots,- aodsd ne< 
cessary to be ' inculcated in -the "minds of' 
youths oiFT hei-oine> tbei^efof^/ now act^ 
up to its dictates*^ She approatrfa^ ^he^' 
gratingi supposing it might l^advbyafv 
easier wayi to the room beneath;, ftom 
which the , voice proceeded. Her* prCh 
gress was J however arrested; by discover* ' 
ing, on: the inside* of these massy bars, a 
deplorable- obfeet^ apparently a manval-* 
though the sex' was scarcely discemibfe'; 
from the dimness of the light; and ithb" 
figure being' enveloped in .a i6ttg wrap^ 
per. Oh a pallet covered with straw lay ' 
this mass of wretchedness^ and, to ap- 
pearance, asleep^ except when the chains 
with which he was* manacled, part of 
which lay hanging on the ground, and 
atthe^least movement, rattled, which ap- 
peared to make his repose disturbiid and 
uneasy. This was a piteous sight to tlii 

already 
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already terrified Eleanor, tfic more so 
from Her \bclngcornvinccd that the ex- 
pressions of distress sHe . had heard did 
HOC proceed' from this unhappy prisoner, 
but must UaVe. arisen from some other ia 
,thc room-: beneath. ; *' Oh H^nrens P' 
^benonvtexcbimed aloud, -^ into what an 
abode ain I seel oded-^a common recepi- 
tacle, perhaps, for culprits and outlaws ! 
They have deceived me — it cannot be the 
castle of Rodblphus in which I am an in- 
mate !1' 

,' vThts was a; moment of trial. Doubt, 
tctror, and pity, by turns succeeded to 
.liarraas and diistratt her bewildered imagi- 
nation; Th^ first, and- most 4^ommend- 
able> was, tbat if she attempted to awake 
-the prisoner, ahd listen to the story of his 
woes, there might be a vigilant guard so 
concealed^ W to overhear their convcr- 
'sation^ and W prevent publicity of this 
cirbuhistaiice, be the de&tnlction of them 
both. The. second, the consequent ter- 
ror sbe:fblt at addressAs^g a stranger, who 
■-' Vol. II. K might 
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«nightbe of 49ad character, and desenrin^ 
. of his present fate : " Perhaps," thought 
Sleanor, *' a murderer !" yet to retire from 
the scene of misery^ like too many sen- 
sitive beings, who have an abhorrence ta 
contemplate . or relieir^ wretchedness, 
<where it is repugnant to their fine feel- 
ings, was a species of cruelty, however, 
of which her amiable disposition ^as ii^ 
capable* 

It was impossible for Efeanor to con- 
tinue much longer in her present ntoa- 
'^ion; the icy chillness of the dungeon, 
^ for so it might well be called, ) and the 
agitation of her mnd, affected her almost 
to fainting; in a low tone of voice, there- 
fore^ she said, " For pity's sake, my 
friend. Inform me how to retiint to the 
J ower apartments of the castle, for in the 
intricaciies of the passages of this exten- 
sive buildings I h^ve lost my !way/' She 
paused ; the i^aiistiil slept. Iq a louder 
tone, Eleanor repeated her question. Hft 
started »p from bis bed ix) honrw; tod 

iew 
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flew towards her; she fell senseless on 
thegrouDd. ' 

The rattling oF the chains — the death- 
like countenance and ghastly figure of 
the man^ as^ savage-like^ he appeared to 
dart upon his prey, produced that in-' 
stantaneotis suspension of evehy faculty^ 
Ko relief could be afforded to the suf**' 
ferer; the wretched cause of this misfoi^-^ 
tune cpuld not move beyond the length 
of his chain; nor, if he had, is it likely 
the poor object would have tendered his 
services. From the ignorant superstition 
of the age, he believed her to be a super- 
natural being, and the fright occasioned 
in him, by such an appearance, caused 
a momentary delirium. With hands 
clenched, and eyes raised up to heaven, 
for some time he continued in mental 
prayer. 

All-powerful nature at length restored 
Eleanoir to animation. It was, however, 
with extreme difficulty that she could 
support her trembling fr&mt from re- 



lapsing- 10 to her former state ; half rising^ 
shesupported her fragile form by cling- 
'ingtothe bars of the prison. ^' Angel 
of Heaven !" exclaimed the man, ^s he 
^deayoured, in a kneeling attitude^ to 
4jraw nearer the supposed vision, " pity, 
oh! pity the sorrows of a miserable oiit- 
«cast, who, for years, hassuflTered captivity 
within these dreary walls, whose every 
^ry .is but the sound of lasting misery !'* 
As these expressions excited less of ter* 
Tor in Eleanor than the singular wretch- 
edness of the man's appearancej she 
faintly saidj with eyes bent to the ground, 
(earful of again encountering the frantic 
looks of the prisoner — " Alas ! what can 
J do to assuage your sorrows, for my 
situation here is scarcely less afflicting ? 
Indeed, good man^^^he coiitipued, sigh- 
ing, ** I have no power to help you/ 
Eleanor paused, reflecting on the danger 
that might occur from thus openly ex- 
pressing .her sentiments to ja stranger. 
The captive Jiow started from his humble 

posture. 



posture, and exclaimed, vrith* maddened 
Toice---*'' There is no hope for me I-^ 
Why do I shrink at ridding myself of 
this mortal load-^this cumbrbiis wei:ght 
of clay ?*' He then dashed the massy 
chains aghiitst hfe head, exclaiming-^ 
" Now to contend* with the <lamrrii>g 
spirits of darkness and"* despair !" From 
the stunning blows, Ke feir prostrate on« 
tlie ground, which was in an instant co- 
vered with btood. Tileanor, supposing 
tiiat the unfortunate maniac w^s depri^ 
ed of life; gave a terrific scream,' and 
Ibudlj called for assistance; She soon 
%eafd the bolts of the secret door U0* 
drawing, and in another moment it Was^ 
opened, and a dark lanthorn was placed 
neap it. With indei^ribable emotion, 
Eleanor now saw a person ascend 'from 
the trap-doori and carefully ctosih^' it 
after him, begin to direct hi^ course to- 
wards the prisoner. For self-preserva- 
tion, being certain, if found in these 
jnystetiouj^ apartments, ^he should hWa, 

k3 sacrifice 
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.^sacrificeto her temeirity^ Eleanor now glid- 
ed to a distant part of the chamber ; and 
as the figure continued to approach, with 
great presence of mind she retreated 
away from the direction of.ithe lights and 
^concealed herself behind the part of a 
projecting wall at the extremity of the 
ffoom. The agony of her feelings at 
/such a dreadful scene is p^t description; 
she observed this man take from his 
j>ocket a key, with which he unlocked 
-another door near the grating, and al- 
'most directly after saw him enter thepri- 
spQ> and in sullen silence^ with the ut- 
most apparent composurei^ take off the 
.chains of the dying captive^ . 
; This was a favourable moment for es* 
.'caping these midnight horrors, thecas- 
. tie bell having just tolled the hour of 
.twelves; and however desirous Eleanor 
. might be to witness the termination of 
. this mysterious proceeding, and to know 
^whether there was any chance of the pri- 
soUber's recovery^ yet she wisely thought 

:. - _ . ' of 



of the perils that would inevkablj attend- 
such a curiosity. It however required* 
great resolution to attempt even eScap*^ 
iiig at this juncture. Hei* light was ex-*^ 
tinguished^ and the part of the room i no 
which she was concealed ao" narrow^ that 
she must pass die grating close to where 
the -man* was untiiaining the unhappy 
object, who, by his delirium, had been 
the cause of so muqh just-felt terror on\ 
the part of Eleanor, and deprived her of 
hearing a relation of his sufferings, and, 
m the end, perhaps of assuaging them.* 
There was no time to be lo&t, however t^ 
indecision of mind sometimes produce?^ 
the most lamentable effeolis; she there- 
fore with cautious footsteps left her con*- 
eealment ; the man, whom she now sup- 
posed was a guards bieing employed in^ 
clearing* away the blood which had conr 
gealed on the disfigured countenance or 
the poor captive, Eleanor moved on- 
wards without interruption* A suddea"" 
un|)ulse for a moment arrestied her pro*- 

ic 4 gressr' 
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gress as she drew near the small iron 
door that had admitted him into the pri^ 
son; the key of it still remained in the 
lock^ and the dark lanthorri was placed 
close to the doon Eleanor took up the 
Kght^ and although every limb shook with 
apprehensions of being discovered in the 
theft by the ferocious guards who wa?i 
however, still intent upon his employ- 
ment, she instantly turned the spring of 
the lanthorn, and taking tt with her> es- 
caped out of this dreadful apftrfmenfi und 
with as much haste at her faUerit»g 
frame would admit of, again descended 
the staircase leading to the winding gal- 
lery, in the iptricacies of which Eleanor 
had before missed the direction to her 
ehambert Now, however^ she more mi- 
nutely inspected it, and soon discovered 
her error. To the left of the gallery was 
a small door, and on opening it, she 
found, to her satisfaction, thai she had 
Arrived at the top of the grand marble 

ataircase, which had attracted her atten- 

^ '- tion 
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t;on in the morning, and at the bottom 
of which was the suit of apartments e^ 
lotted for her use. With a light footsfe|fj 
therefore, and a beating hearty. Eleanor 
regained her chamber^ and having caren 
fully fastened the door^to prev<M^> puii- 
suit from the supposed jailor of lli^'^ pri- 
son^ she knelt and returaniedthaidbb 'to ' 
Providence for having de^^ireved hir. from 
the impending danger^ in the avyal^rious 
abode of the unfortunate capti$e». ^iMany 
were the reflections that crowded on her 
mind respecting (his. singular advteture^; 
it greatly augmented her fi^ars^; and;QO'ir 
created an abhorrence to .continue^ an 
inmate in a place where a feUow-^isrteitUi^ 
( if he still survive^d). wx>oJki be^suffewtng 
the extreme of human ^ml»fcy. ,;Vf^t di4 
the tender feelings of h^r 4Is9C>silt<>i>' ?Q* 
volt at flying from dktress^.wben ,^here 
might be . a probability,^ ^GrallpViiatf n^iit; 
Almost exliausted from- tbd.agUfftficm^of 
her spirits^ shii now threw hefietf 4p«n 
ber coucbj and wept bitit^rly kit.MXflp 

k6 hours; 
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hows; to sleep, howereiv wa? impoa* 
jible, in the present distracted state of 
liermiiidi 

V The morning dawned; the sun arose, 
•and darted his blessed rays into the cham- 
ber of Eleanor, ^et could not its warmth 
-chf er for one moment the drooping soul 
^of the amiable gtrL An icy dullness 
ipecvaded eveij faculty, as the horrors 
cof tha preceding night came, with re- 
doubled force, to her recollection. For 
a time it abscnrbed e?ery idea, and obli^ 
terated the remembrance of her own un- 
liappiness. The* native benevolence of 
her disposition, to procure the comforts 
df others, was strongly demonstrated in 
her present intention, that she would, if 
possible^ learn the history of the poor 
captive, and, if innocent, effect his re- 
lease, should Heaven in pity have spared 
hiQi to repent the crime of self«destruc- 
•^on^ even if her own life fell a sacrifice 
1^ lier homattity~'' Such an act," she 
^fvoudly ndaimedj ^f may prove the 
C means 
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ffieans of tearing off the mask of viliaiay^ 
and mdk^ the oppressor tremble/' 

Inspired by the thought^ and with reso- 
lotion far beyond what a female is gene^ 
rally endowed with> Eleanor now revoW^d 
in hisr mind the most efficient method t6' 
caarry this her hazardous plan into exe- 
cution. Oh mature reflection, she deter- ^ 
mined that some days should intervene ' 
before she would again attempt to revi- 
sh the prisoner, as it was extremely pro* 
baUe he would for some time be strictly 
guarded; and feeling a repugnance to go ' 
unattended, Eleanor proposed to ques^ 
tion an old man, who, on the preceding ^• 
evening, had come to madame Rodolphus 
for orders, as, from his superior manner * 
and appearance to the rest of the domes- 
tics, she judged him to be a steward in 
the family; there seemed, in her opi- 
nion, to be an honest bluntness in the 
man, which augured a humane heart. 
To this person, therefore, she determined 
torevealher mysterious adventure, and by 
; ' ;: ; k6 every 
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every persuasion in her power, if the ob^ 
ject of commiseration should be de^ 
serving of interference in. his behalf, in- 
duce thi& oM man to second her intend 
tion of endeavouring to release him from 
jiis captivity. . . - 

A servant now entered the apartment; 
to announce that breakfast was ready in 
the*saloon ; Eleanor/therefbre, although 
extreme^ indisposed, instantly attended 
the summons, from a faint hope that Er- 
nestine might be arrived at the castle, 
and that she should acquire som^ intelli- 
gence of the unfortunate count Anselmd^ 
and a more satisfactory account than 
what she had heard so maKciously' related 
by the servant, of the recent events whicK 
had taken plac^ at Valleroy^ 
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Be these sad sighs confirmers of th^ wonkr ? 
Then speak again^ not all thy former tale^^ 
But this one; whether thy tale be true. 

Shakespeare** 



I 
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The secdnd 'interview between madame 
Rodolphtis and Eleanor was very different 
frtomttheprcfeediHg one ; there appeared 
in the "fdrttiei* a peculiarly affected and 
c^eract^ ctVility towards b^ young 
jgiiesr, which at times changed/howe^•eri 
io a contempttiouk^itony^— " You do riot 
Idok'tiefreshed by youi* rejyose ;• I hope 
no evil genii disturbed » you tafet night?" 
inquired madame, fixing her^eyes stead- 
fastly on those of Eleanor : td v^hich she 
replied diblHrnfuHy^ [^ I am never under 
' • the 
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the influence of such fears as those— ^it is 
only real misery that can have that effect :-* 
and continued^ '' I grieve for the misfor- 
tunes of my friends^ the noble count and 
countess Anselmo^ whose lives^ if yet 
spared from the machinations of their 
accusers, are^ I am afraid^ doomed to suf- 
fer every indignity."-—*' My acquaint- 
ance with the Anselmos is very slight^'' 
she superciliously answered ; and con- 
tinued — " The noble lord, my husband, 
has, I believe, professed some degree of 
friendship for those people; I have there- 
fore no doubt but that he has endeavour- 
ed to mitigate their mutual crime> add 
from^his great and deserved authority in 
the senate, will most likely soften the de- 
cree of death into lasting imprisonment/' 
This ungracious speech finished^ a coii« 
gratulatory one followed, at the protec- 
tion afforded Eleanor, at this juncture, in 
the castle of Oldenzo. 

*' My grateful thanks ^re certainly due 
for such kindness/' die replied; and 

with 
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With much humility continued — ^' YeU 
my honoured lady^ with your permission, 
as I think solitude more desirable for me 
^t this unhappy period, I should preler 
seeking .an asylum in the convent pf 
•Satita Maria, and there to remain until 
my spirits in some degree recover the 
dreadful shock they have sustained/' The 
wife of Rodolphus evinced no surprise at 
this intelligence, politely expressing it 
was her wish that Eleanor should not be 
influenced, by any sense of obligation, to 
induce the acting contrary to what she 
thought most conducible to her welfare ; 
at the same time she.continued*— '' I hope 
yon will favour me with your company 
at Arezzo, as I shall commence my jour- 
ney in a few hours, having already given 
the necessary directions for that pur^ 
pose." This sudden proposition of leavr 
ing the castle was as ifnpleasant as it had 
been unlooked for by Eleanor, who bad 
hoped, before that event took place, to 
have endeavoured to effect the rescue of 

the 
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<th^ poor captive, for whom she felt so 
^reat an interest, that next to that efher 
.friends at Valleroy, upon whose fate she 
knew depended that of her own happi- 
ness or misfortune through life, no cir- 
cumstance had ever created so much her 
commiseration, and so great a desire to 
alleviate it. 

fVariouft were the excuses she feigned^ 
nn hopes of being left at Oldenzo in the 
absence of its possessor ; but all was uvh 
availing; the resolution of the proud 
hostess of the castle was hot to be chan- 
ged. Eleanor was apprized that she must 
instantly prepare for her departure; and 
to expedite it, rang the bell, and gave 
orders for her woman to attend on Elea* 
nor to her chamber, and with the great- 
est speed to arrange the necessary appa- 
rel for her journey, and to pack it up in 
one of her own travelling trunks ; thus 
making sure of the company of her me- 
lancholy guest to Arezzo. ^1 
'/With more reluctance than she had 

ever 
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evfer I'emembered to have felt^ Eleanof 
iiow I'etired with the servant io pcrforndl 
the commands of raadameRodolphus. Shd 
seated herself near the window of her 
apartrrifnt, and having pointed out to 
thQ domestic whert the clothes lay, Elea- 
lYot biegati With a pencil to record on her 
tablets the principal tenor of the com* 
ttiutiicatibn to be sent to the confessor 
tit Santa Marta, in which she entreated t6 
tie agkih adittltred Into that monastery ott 
her mturn from Aniit), The iicH^ant havw 
Ing imw commenced her occupttibn^ be- 
gan tQ^> inquire of Eleanor wHat apparel 
hht should select for > her use ? '^ Any 
that ;$^ou please, for I ata quite indiflTererrt 
fis to ray appearanVie 1h4re> I assure you/* 
angered Bleanor, somewhat discoiiterted 
at-tho iiiterrupti6rt.~^^' Indiflferei^tl'VTe- 
torted fha- loqtiiacfous waititfg^Wortait, 
"^WR*^ fh*e^^iltfe^su*^grrfn*aoingg6h 
^tky lady^s 6n1^il htAitHz&; 'fcr '^o you 
*dt tottW, 6ign»f a,*^ she eentthwted, *' th^t 
4t^te th^/weddirfg df ^h«ir dSiigfcter^A 
^2>J^»i.>A " count 
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count Martini^ a Genoese nobleman^ and 
that there ate to be grand f^tes given to 
commemorate the happy occasion ?" 

'' Is the attachment mutual ?'' inquired 
Eleanor : to which her informant replied 
— *' Yes, I believe so ; as much as caa 
be expected between these great people^ 
where iequality of birth and worldly gran- 
deur are all that i» coveted by our nobi- 
lity — Talking of that^'' said the womaiH 
^* your situation^^ signora^ must be very 
uncomfortable, so nearly allied as you arr 
to thi^s family/'—" I allied to them ?" 
Inquired the astonished Eleanor, to whom 
this intelligen-ce had almost acted* as a 
sentence of annihilation^ — *' Yes^ ip 
truths signora,'' repeated Aldrude; "and. 
if yoU'Il faithfully promise qot to utter 
a syllable that I have told of it^ Til tell 
you all my mistress s^id about ycnu^bis- 
tory before you csun^ tp the ,^f9$ljfi^*' 
Eleauor then assured tb0> wom^tf^ sbe 
never would divulge from; w^hence sbe 
obteiaed the |afo|«iatioiitf. With> th% 

Aldrude 
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Aldrude commenced the following ac* 
count of the lovely girl's supposed birth, 
and relationship to the family of Rodol- 
.phus, first premising, however, in the 
usual style of tale-bearers, that she should 
by no means have revealed the secrets 
of her mistress, if she had continued to 
confide in her ; but as of late she had 
been extremely reserved, and treated her 
with indiflerence, and even harshness, 
J^^ldrude thought she was fully auth^rized^ 
therefore, to revenge this change of treat- 
ment from the proud, and w^ may add, 
from having cherished, as a confidant, 
a menial servant, weak and contemptible 
madame Rodolphus* 

The story of Aldrude being prolix, 
and mingled with a variety of uninterest-^ 
ing matter, quite foreign to the subject 
of di^cpurse, we shall, therefore, only 
point out the following, as particularly 
relating to the supposed birth of the orr 
phan, and which appeared to the afflicted 

Eleanor 
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Eleanor deserving of sortie degree of 
credit:-— ^ 

The father of the present signiof 
Rodolphus, Aldrude informed her, was 
reputed to have been a man of austere 
temper, and extremely vicious fn Bis 
i^rinciples. He married early rn JHe the 
only daughter of a Roman of hi'ghdistinc- 
tion, named Claudius, who, on his death- 
bed, bequeathed to signior Rodolphus the 
^unrdiatiship of his nephew, a youth 
About seventeen years of agCj the only 
son of a beloved sister, who, with ber bu^ 
band, signior Oldenzo, whilst on their 
voyage to Messrna, were unfortunately 
t>hipwrecked on the coast of Sicily, to 
the inexpressible grief of their relations, 
all having mourned their loss with the 
liveliest sorrow. ♦' It is said," continued 
Aldrude, *' that as soon as this wicked 
old man was in possession of the papes^ 
^nd documents left to him in care by 
his wife's father, and which, at the es- 

piratioa 
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piration of a few years, would have given 
to the young Oldenzo the inheritance 
of this castle^ and the immense estate 
contiguous^ he contrived to have him as- 
sassinated ; whilst other reports are, that 
he escaped the persecution of signior Ro- 
dolphus, and fled to Sicily — that he em* 
ployed various means to recover the for- 
tune leCt him by liis uncle^ but without 
jefTect, his unjust guardian having de- 
stroyed the will, and every thing relative 
to the proving of it; the poor young 
man, therefore^ they say, soon after died« 
jn a mendicant state, in a hovel on the 
^a-coast^ near the spot where the bodies 
of his parents were washed on shore 
from the wreck; and in which place 

• ■ ■ » 

there is even now to be seen a beacon^ 
erected by him, to guard mariners from 
the fatal rocks on which their ship was 
Jost. 

^' Whatever was his destiny, this far 
is certain,** said Aldrude, *' thatthe poor 

orphan. 
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orphan, and rightful heir to this castle, it 
having belonged to his father^ ancestors 
for these several hundred years, never ob- 
tained even a moidore from his wicked 

r 

guardian, by whose family this immense 
place is therefore now in quiet posses* 
sion.*' She then proceeded to- inform 
Eleanor of what most concerned her; 
that the old man, besides his son, the pre- 
sent signiof Rodolphus, had a daughter 
named Eleonora" 

Having laid a particular stress on 
that word, the trembling girl, anxious 
to discover some flaw in the narrative 
by which she could persuade the woman 
of the injustice of the supposition re* 
specting her being allied to the family, 
said hastily — *' That's not my name/'— 
" Something like it, signora," she re- 
plied with a significant smile ; and con- 
tinued — " but be patient, lady, and 111 
convince you more about it. Well, I 
believe I left off where I was going td 

acquaint 



wnquaint ydu of the bistoty of the old' 
snan^s ^sugbten Ab, they say , she was a 
very amiable lady^ and that she was be* 
trothed to a very fine gentleman in a dis* 
tant country." Aldrade then began a 
long account of the charitable virtues of 
Eleonora, that she was the idol of every 
person who knew her, and beautiful as 
an angel. She then proceeded to relate^ 
that from the intimacy which subsisted 
(between the possessors ^f the castles of 
Valleroy and Oldenzo, they were accus* 
tomed to pass with each other several 
months in every year ; that Eleonora, on 
her attaining ^ihe age of fifteen, and be- 
ing just emancipated from a school-room, 
and the trammels of a severe governess 
^nd duenna, was invited, with the rest o( 
the familyof Rodolphus, to pass her birth- 
-day at Valleroy. 

The library bell now rung twice, which 
was a summons for Aldmde to attend on 
her mistress ; she promised, however, to 
j:eturn as aoon as possible^ to £nish the 

story. 
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atory, for the completion ^f which Elea* 
Dor now began to feel the most painful 
jcuriosily. 
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CHAPy Xf. 

Tlie course of true love never dt4 rua-smoolili; 
But either it was different in blood, 
Oi' else misgrafted in jrespect of jears; 
Or else it stood upon the -choice of friends ; 
Or if there Tvere-a sympathy in choice. 
War, death, or sickness, did lay siege to it, 
Making it momentary, as a sound. 
Swift as a shadow, short as any dream; 
Brief as the lightning in the coUied night, 
'Jliat, in a spleen, unfolds both heaven and earih : 
And ere a man hath power to say — Behold ! 
The jaws of darkness do devour it up : 
So (juick bright things come to confusion. 

SstAKESPEABE. 

'r,^hat kind ofsullen suspense which per- 
vades the breast of a youthful warrior 
VOL. II. L on 



- 1 



^n the eve of combat, wherein he sup- 
poses rests all his future hopes of glory 
;and renown^ iind with that fatal despair 
which follows such aspiring thoughte, 
almost to madness if unsuccessful, did 
Eleanor ruminate on the train of evils 
which would surrountlTier, if the account 
given by Aldrude should prove authen- 
tic. From what had been already re- 
lated, she easily anticipated the sequel 
In a state of mind theinost deplorable at 
these suggestions of her fancy, did Elea- 
nor pacethe chamber, and listen to every 
footstep that sounded along the hall, ia 
hopes that it might be Aldrude, for whose 
promised return she now watched with 
the utmost impatience, as being the fiat 
of her future destiny. 

The disposition of Eleanor was natu- 
rally inclined to reflection and the love 
of solitude. A conventual life, there- 
fore, had been her first wish — the sum- 
4nit of her happiness. She had repeat- 
ledly applied to ^ count Anselmo for per- 
mission 
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jRiission to take the. veil, as most suited, 
she said, to her inclination, and proper 
in her orphan state. The count, how- 
ever, had been ever averse to such a so- 
kmn proceeding, un4il some time after 
his marriage with the widow of general 
-de Montauban, when, from some pecu- 
liar hidden cause, he became the strenu- 
ous advocate of that which before he had 
so strongly deprecated.. 

" Straage perversity of human iia- 
ture !" he exclaimed, during a conversa* 
lion which he had with Eleanor on the 
subject, when, to his greal amazement,, 
he found she hesitated, and requested 
more time.to be allowed her for cotisider- 
^tion on this mos|t important point. 
The solution of this enigma, and sup- 
posed fickleness of character, had the 
count been then apprized of one occur- 
jrence, would have been extremely easy, 
and no longer to be wondered at* The 
piQus, tender, susceptible Eleanor, bad 
not, at the period of her application to 

Lj? her 



Tier benefactor for embracing fhe reiJ, 

seen an Albert de Montaul>an. No 

sooner did that event occur, that a total 

revolution was instantaneously effected, 

both in the mind and sentinients of Elea- 

Dor. The unerring shaft pierced deep, 

jHor is it easy to say of these young peo- 

jAe who most it wounded, Albert or 

^Eleanor. Her heart then acknowledged 

thew orld had charms; in which she could 

be happy. Albert was her world, and ia 

'hivti she comprised every earthly Wessing. 

Every thought not "bent on Albert she 

^considered as a crime to love's fidelity; 

■^ven in her prayers he was Remembered; 

and each sigh, each tear, was consecrated 

to liim whilst reflecting On his virtues, 

(and in truelo^Wliness of mind,) her own 

Insufficiency. Passion, the most refined, 

pure, uncontaminated as the spark of 

ethereal essence; revelled in the breast 

of Eleanor. Ah ! Jovely, unsuspecting 

fair-ofie, little did you then imagine 

^^t the sublime friendships which you 

were. 
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were cherishing with so much ardour, 
would occasion you the sufferings of 
years — perhaps during the remainder o£ 
your future life ! 

^n the evening Eleanor-met her lover* 

so unexpectedly at the temple, incensed 

at his ungracious^ harsh treatment, she 

vowed, in tha warmth of her displeasure, 

to withdraw herself from his sight forever, 

by becoming (what she had with so much 

ardour aolicited) one of the sisterhood^ 

of Santa Maria. Her anger, howeverr 

soon subsided ; she yet lingered in the-^ 

centre of attractionj afnd the vow, toof^ 

hastily uttered, repented of, and soom 

forgotten. Now> however, Eleanor sup-- 

poised imperious dbty would command* 

the sacrifice, and should her aMictingp. 

snggesttoiis^ prove true, a most willing. 

votary,: asr without the object for wJiont* 

she bad alone desisted from it, the worlds 

would be a desert. 

! She again ^seated hetiself, and contimied' 
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the important letter to the canfessot* 
Lodovico^ and was agaih interrupted. AU 
drude re-entered the chamber, to inform 
her that madame Rodolphus had altered 
her intention, and did not leave the castle 
Dntil the succeeding (Korning. This in- 
reltigence was so far agreeable to Eleanor^ 

as it would allow more time for commu^ 

• 

nicating her thoughts to her revered 
preceptor, and likewise a probabtHly that 
she might be enabled to gain some infor-* 
mation of the unfortunate prisoner. 

" My lady likewise says/*; continued 
the woman, ''> that as she shaU be much 
engaged this evenfngt she will not 
require i ywfir attendance," — ," Atten- 
dance V! exclaimed Eleanor, vfilh mark^ 
ed eihphasia and displeasure at so de- 
grading an epithet; yet on reflecting a 
moment afterwards, that irivhen present 
forlorn sitai^tion, ahe niusl enieavbut ta 
humble the inborn pride with wbich-sbe. 
ivaa possessed, Which had, hiowever, often 
: » »lenced 



sifenced the meditated attacks oF^pre- 
sirmptuous wealthy awed the fool; ^n& 
commanded respect from her infmors^ '• 

Poverty is alone the school fob pride; • . 
ixnA a state of dependence its piiiiii&hmeiit:> 
Eleanor felt it «rf ' Instantly stifling, 
therefore, the sentiments of disgust she 
was inclined to fee) towards the po^essor^ 
of 01denzo> and anxk)us> to Hear the re-* 
maining account of their history/ slie ti-* ' 
plied—** Very well,?' and t^lbaiti^ her*^ 
unfinished letter to the cGirif^ifi-Ve'^'^ 
quested Aldrude to recammetice hil^ vi^i^^ 
rative. • . . ^. . i 

" Oh yes, signora,'* feKc Wi* Wlth^ 
eagerness, '* I have retunied iKpifealsiy" 
for that purpose ; but^f fliu^fifMl'lRkUtefi^' 
the chamber-d o«>r> ifbr fetir*«f Jntewrii^- 
tion ; yet before I do <haV-''^She'bbWi'^ 
tinned in a whisper^ *=* I tWitk Phttd^bWif 
look about the apartAMhts, ibi-(^r(i^iMfi«' ' 
person shduld be corhbealed^ki^l^^ to^^ 
overhear our conversation ; fdi^'I- do as^ - 
sure you,- signoras we have miSiity.^'S^iMI 

L 4 lurking 
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lurkipg),dbo(U tbis horrrble castle^ wha 
are. employed by Hodolpbus to give kirn 
info^atioi^l^f 'every tjiing that passes 
here in his absence." This was a favour* 
able opportunity A>r.£lf^am)r to question 
her. respectitig jth^; mysterious, stranger ; 
and as.^^iejudg'^cl the ^omaa to be sin-? 
c^e ii) t^ p^ofes6JQQ8 of regard for her^ 
Hn4'fiii^nUft^ming^ rooted enmity to^ 
'WMd««,|her.fi]f)|:(lpyerSj as soon as AU 
druiie 4ia4 tteer^ wliiflod that there were 
n<M[n(ltl^jV!ini^rj and secured the. outer . 
4offr(; ^l.thft aparttm^Dtt^. «he: reiAted her « 
singular adventure on. the preceding i 
eY!9{»jUigbil^<Qh-.was qxkly Hoyf and^ then 
ii^^Sisrju^la^ byri^be following ejaculations : 
hfP)W«|i|smi!Wrt« ^Pr-'* How.wrprising I 
^^)IV.v^^to»^^cked master to suffer a . 
hujVH^ Cjffat^re to be starved to death i 
-^^^fAftW ;!Wtftdtrfu|^ I, that am con* 
ti9iff^yi&9i9i ibwi% Qther people's af-* 
f^irsitfhd^kt nor have heard of il!" With 
a.$Hd4e^[I>iu*^.Qf fi^ling> however, and > 
pnnii^nj/QSibe^rJjQg £leaftor's despriptioa ; 



of thispersotii and wretched appearance, 
of the prisoner, she now cried oiU-^^' Ml 
lay my life on it 'tis my poor dear Tra- 
pano that he's got caged up there l*^-— 
''And who is Trapano ?'* inquired Elea- 
nor, — "Trapano!*' She exclaimed; ''why,. 
tny lovitig husband, to be sure, signora> 
and the best fisherman in aU Tuscany.- 
Little did he think, poor dear man, thaf^ 
he should «o soon be caught in a net: 
himself, Oh» the wickcdj insensibler 
hoUow-heaf ted tignior .}'' Satne expla*- 
nation being requhred as to the meaning < 
of these apostrophe^i Aldrude smilingl;^' 
replied~>^* I should soppoaej young lady^: 
it is needless forme to sayitbat my lord^ 
likeS) as well as other, lords do, to have m^l 

ft 

pretty girl to attend on them ; therefore '. 
says be to me one day-^V Aldrude, bow.^ 
comes it that you prefer servitude better: 
than ilving at home with your, husband ?^; 
•—* Please you, my lord,* says ; I, ' be^i 
c^use we. could never agree who should? 
be master^ Trapanaor L He swore he: 

wauM, 
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voirid, and I swore that he should ttot.* 
' Then/ said he, ' the fish may all re- 
main in the sea, for the devil fetch me if 
I bring up one of them to support such 
a headstrong,, ignorant puss as you are, 
AWrude/ So, my lord,' I answered, ' po- 
verty soon overtook us, ami as 1 founds 
good living very essential to obtain good* 
loote, L accepted your lordshtph's service, 
and left poor Trapatno to take care of 
hithself/ He then asked me if I would 
wish to obtain him a more comfortable 
situation^; when, to make sHort. of the 
Btory, signora, as I/wss rhuchdeltghtedat 
the idea, my lord gotTiapatio to be' made 
n grenadier;' which he accepted, and I 
have never heard the least account of 
him since. Now, signora, don't you 
perceive the drift of this pretended be- 
nefit ?*' saul Aldrude; ^^ it is to gain my 
affections, To^ my lord is. desperately in 
love with me, and. so he has shut up my 
good man in a prison to obtain his wife ; 
xof lord shall not, however, receive the* 

least 
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least favour from me, for I detest the 
very srght of him/* continued the self- 
conceited Aldrude ; ** and therefore I'lh 
release the poor prisoner) you may de- 
pend on it, lady.*^ 

'' But hil^W will you effect that, as he 
is so strongly chained, and guarded by 
the man Vfhom, I have told you of ? 
Without great care you certainly wilt 
inciir personal danger,'' replied Eleanor. 
" Very'truc, signora/* said Aldrude^ 
*' but r hiaviB Uickily hit on a project that 
I have lYo doubt v^ill succeed ; fori am> 
certain Finito is the jailor/'—*'' And who 
38 'Finite ?" inquired Eleanor.— *' Avery 
wicked fellow^ whom my lord pretender 
to> call bis land-steward : he is continually. 
pirowliDg about the grounds, to be sure,'* < 
she continued^ . f' but I d6n/t find that hei 
does 'iny good to tbem^-.* Finito sleeps • 
at4he easter/i. pavt of the castle^ notwith-^ 
standing w6-att told him, stgnora, it was^' 
haunted; because, as. he' used to say,: 
laughing* ^ bet f^aced none but^ living, 
ifijs.iv: spirits, 
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spirita, and. Qnly wished he had nothing' 

else to do than dead ones io encounter 

with, his business would then soon be 

dispatched. Are not those words a con-* 

vincing proof, lady^ that, he is the man ? 

Now ihcjn to inform yoti .of my -plot/* 

continued Aldrude, with great eagerness 

'^ that, as we common people say, the 

biter may be bit. Finito loves good li^ 

^uor; and' therefore, aft^r you^ signora, 

a/)d my lady* are vet off for Arezzo^ he 

shall have plenty of it, The butler is* 

very fond of me, that I know^"' said the 

conceited waiting-maid ; ^' and to Uga- 

will readfly enter intamy scheme, I am 

•ure« Well,: then; having made this 

wicked Finito quite drunk, I'll giet out 

of his pocket the keys of the prison ; and 

if you, lady, ^will direct me how we are 

to proceed to the dttngedn-»'*«~-" Elea* 

nor now interrupted her by saying-*^ 

'''Are .you not afraid (should your in** 

tention succeed) of sign ior Rod olphus^ 

anger,, and. even' revenge^ on ' being in* • 
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fbrmed of the release af his prisoft- 

er?" ^ 

*' No, signora," she replied ; ^'because 

Finite will bear the biame. My lofd has 

a very high opinion of my veracity, and 

tso I shall most positively, most obstinate-* 

ly declare that it was not, nor could not, 

be any other that Finito, his own self; 

for that I saw him help a man that 'very 

tiight over the castle walk; and that he 

ran awa-y as fast as his legs could carry 

bim. My lord Rodolphus will then in- 

•stantly order Finito to be hanged; and 

I, to clear myself of the sin committed, 

shall confess to the old priest of yonder 

monastery ; and so, signora, thus will iH 

things be put to rights, and I shall have 

a husband again ; for I'm quite weary 

of being without one, that is very certain; 

and I dare say yoii are the -same, lady?*' 

Eleanor could not supress a smile at 

this si ngular supposition of Aldrude ; she 

however by no means approved of the 

^duplieity intended to be carried on in 

effecting 
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. e(l€cting the release of the captive ; yet 
as there was no other alternative more 

* 

4ikely to procure his liberty than the plan 
suggested by the servant, she did not op- 
pose it, only reprobating in the strongest 

' terms the injustice Aldnide proposed to 
4ict towards Finito; to prevent which, 
Eleanor advised that she should likewise 
make her escape from the castle, and ac- 
company Trapano in his fli^t (if it 
should be him), which, however, was 
tnuch doubted by our heroine, who ima- 
gined the stranger to be of much more 
consequence thaa an Italian fisherman, 

Aldrude readily assented to this propo- 
sition of Eleanor, who likewise promised 
to assist them when she returfted to the 
<;onvent of Santa Maria, and which so 
delighted her, thai the real object of the 
visit to poor Eleanor was quite forgotten, 
,^nd when reminded of it, Aldrude fan* 

/cied her mistress would require her at- 
tendance ; she however faithfully pro- 
mised to recom^nence her history of 

the 
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the family of Rodolphiis in the even- 
ing. 

Eleanor^ o^ce again left alone^ now 
slightly partook of the refreshments 
brought her "by Aldrtide; and soon after- 
wards, feeling herself peculiarly weary 
and indisposed, she reiiTed to her couch, 
and enjoyed an uninterrupted slumber 
ior severalhours. 
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